290 Final Exam Study Questions /A. Antonopoulos


A. FINAL EXAM INSTRUCTIONS 

-Double sided 8x11crib sheet - in any font - permitted to the exam. 

-On the exam you will be asked to choose ONE (1) from among two (2) key passages to write about. These will be drawn from the five (5) Key Study Passages below (see Key Study Passages, below). You will be asked to write an elegant essay describing the passage and relating it to other course materials (see Key Questions, below). Consider at least 3 authors from first or second half of semester.

-LENGTH – 1500 WORDS, APPROX 6-8 PAGES. Do not fill in more than one exam booklet. Make an outline before you write. Write legibly in pen or pencil. You do not need to double-space. 


B. FINAL EXAM QUESTION

What is the author's position as stated in the passage? What problem or question is the author addressing? Why is this question controversial or otherwise problematic? Why is it significant? What disagreements among scholars, gaps in knowledge, or complexities or inconsistencies in women’s studies characterize the problem? What’s at stake in addressing this problem? To whom does it matter? How will solving it advance – or not advance - the conversation. State your thesis and supporting arguments drawing on materials covered in the course. Appeal in your discussion to specific authors, articles, issues. You may focus on any number of issues, theoretical perspectives, social movements, historical frameworks, identity categories, politics of location, etc., covered in the first and second half of the semester (lectures, readings, class discussions). Balance precision with insight and good writing (that means legible writing as well). IDENTIFY clearly the passage you choose to discuss.


C. FIVE (5) KEY STUDY PASSAGES

*References herein are to Beauvoir’s SS, 1989 Vintage edition. You may refer to your own edition, if different. If page references are used in your answer identify the edition of SS if other than the 1989.

1. There are different kinds of myth. This one, the myth of woman, sublimating an immutable aspect of the human condition--namely, the "division" of humanity into two classes of individuals--is a static myth. It projects into the realm of Platonic ideas a reality that is directly experienced or is conceptualized on the basis of experience; in place of fact, value, significance, knowledge, empirical law, it substitutes a transcendental Idea, timeless, unchangeable, necessary. The idea is indisputable because it is beyond the given: it is   endowed with absolute truth. Thus, as against the dispersed, contingent, and multiple existences of actual women, mythical thought opposes the Eternal Feminine, unique and changeless. If the definition provided for this concept is contradicted by the behaviour of flesh-and-blood women, it is the latter who are wrong. We are not told that Femininity is a false entity, but that the women concerned are not feminine. (Beauvoir, “Myths,” SS, 253; Borde, 275) This chapter is not in course pack. 

2. For it is not in giving life but in risking life that man is raised above the animal; that is why superiority has been accorded in humanity not to the sex that brings forth but to that which kills. (Beauvoir, “History: The Nomads,” SS 64.) 

3. Perhaps one reason that conversations about race are so often doomed to frustration is that the notion of whiteness as "race" is almost never implicated. One of the more difficult legacies of slavery and of colonialism is the degree to which racism's tenacious hold is manifested not merely in the divided demographics of neighbourhood or education or class but also in the process of what media expert John Fiske calls the "exnomination" of whiteness as racial identity. Whiteness is unnamed, suppressed, beyond the realm of race. Exnomination permits whites to entertain the notion that race lives "over there" on the other side of the tracks, in black bodies and inner-city neighbourhoods, in a dark netherworld where whites are not involved. (Williams, "The Emperor's New Clothes," Seeing a Color-Blind Future: The Paradox of Race.)

4. The distance between the self, and the drama of one’s stereotype; the distance between the nice internal spirit that is no one but oneself, and this wild image of projected fear. Negotiating that distance is an ethical project of creating a livable space between the poles of other people’s imagination and the nice calm center of oneself where dignity resides. Creating and negotiating that space is the work of what I think of as the question at the center of our resolution of racism, of xenophobia and anti-Semitism and a host of other –isms. This is the question that ultimately informs the spirit that makes us all human, the spirit that worries our dignity. The spirit that animates us as community. (Williams,  Seeing a Color-Blind Future: The Paradox of Race, 73.)

5. How can females have lived and been accepted as men without hormones or surgery? They must have been masculine. They must have been transgendered. If they were not, how could they pass? We don’t know how each of the thousands who pass from female to male over the centuries would define themselves today – whether as transgender or transsexual or drag or any other modern definition. The point is that their gender expression allowed them to transition. 
I just don’t believe that the debate about why “women pass as men” can be understood only in the light of women’s, or of lesbian and gay, oppression. It has to be viewed in the context of trans history in order to make sense. Feinberg, “Not Just Passing,” Transgender Warriors, 85




ENJOY!
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