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The Great Depression (1929-1932)
· Severe worldwide economic depression during the 1930s 
· Timing varied across countries, but for most it was 1929 and lasted until late 1930s—longest, deepest, most widespread depression in the 20th century 
· Triggered by (or symptom of) the Stock Market Crash of October 29, 1929 (aka Black Tuesday)
· Industrial production drops btw. 1929-1932; US drops by 47% and Germany drops by 40%, rest of world it drops 30%; except for USSR bc it’s in own financial “universe” 
Why does it occur? 1) Overproduction in tariffs: ground is bombed in Europe and thus nothing can grow there; they needed to import food—rest of world produces a lot bc of WWI and also for instability of the period—tariffs going up and thus there is overproduction bc there are boundaries on how much can come in from other countries: cant continue to reap as much and therefore we cant produce as much which leads to job loss, etc. AND 2) Loans and debts: The Dawes Plan (1924-1929) US money in loans to Germany which pay for reparations to Britain and France so they repay their war loans back to the US—private investors realize there is greater profit in America and remove their money from Germany and Germany can no longer make their payments and money loses all value 
· By 1932 the European economies are running at 50% of pre-depression values; producing half of what they were 3 years earlier
· Response is the Kinsian economic response: spend like hell, overspend and create money by creating large infrastructural projects that stimulate employment, they get money, people spend that money, etc. 
· Occurs in Germany and Italy; the successful approach; tremendous success in Germany—key reason Nazi movement has success is bc of rapid ability to respond to economic crisis—brings people together; strengthening of programs such as buying cars on installment plan; buying radio in installments, etc.
· Depression brings a new desperation that topples certain regimes and creates scapegoats out of some (ie. Jews) 

Gavrilo Princip (1894-1918) 
· Southern Slavic Nationalist who assassinated Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne (and his consort, Sophie Duchess von Hohenberg) at Sarajevo, Bosnia, on June 28, 1914 
· Princip’s act gave Austria-Hungary the excuse that it had sought for opening hostilities against Serbia and thus precipitated WWI
· In Yugoslavia (the South Slav state he had envisioned), he became regarded as a national hero 
· Born into a Bosnian-Serb peasant family, Princip was trained in terrorism by a secret society known as the Black Hand 
· Wanting to destroy Austro-Hungarian rule in the Balkans and to unite the South Slav peoples into a federal nation, he believed that the first step must be the assassination of a member of the Habsburg imperial family or a high official of the government 
· Learning Franz Ferdinand, as inspector general of the imperial army, would pay official visit to Sarajevo in June 1914, Princip, his associate Nedjelko Čabrinović, and four other revolutionaries awaited the archduke’s procession on June 28
· Čabrinović threw bomb that bounced off the archduke’s car and exploded beneath next vehicle—a short time later, while driving to a hospital to visit an officer wounded by the bomb, the driver made a wrong turn and Franz Ferdinand and Sophie were shot to death by Princip, who said he had aimed not at the duchess but at General Oskar Potiorek, military governor of Bosnia
· Austrian Powers say this is not OK—July 23 Austria issues ultimatum to Serbia to suspend nationalist activism in Bosnia and across the Balkans 
· Austria was fearing Bosnia would end up succeeding as consequence of Serbian support—terms cannot be met and hope for Austria is that they can wedge a war with Serbia and win and avoid further medalling in Balkans from Serbia 
· Goals unattainable from Serbian perspective—German gov’t says we’ll have your back Austria, if anything happens we’ll support you—sign “blank check” to do what they must in Balkan area 
· July 28—conditions of ultimatum cannot be achieved and Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
· Ironically ends up in Terezin prison: imperial fortress and used by the Nazi’s in WWII as a camp

The Munich Conference (Sept 29, 1938) 
· Settlement by Germany, Britain, France, Italy permitting annexation of Sudetenland in western Czechoslovakia 
· After success of absorbing Austria into Germany proper in March 1938, Hitler determined to seize Sudetenland, in Czechoslovakia but had substantial German population (approx. 3 million) and important industrial resources 
· Known in May 1938 that Hitler was drawing plan for occupation of Czechoslovakia, thus the Czechs relying heavily on military assistance from France (their ally) 
· Soviets also had a treaty w. Czechoslovakia—indicated willingness to cooperate w. France and Great Britain if they decided to come to Czechoslovakia’s defense, but Soviets and their services ignored throughout the crisis
· Neither France nor Britain prepared to defend Czechs, however, and both anxious to avoid military confrontation w. Germany at almost any cost—mid-September, Neville Chamberlain British PM, offered to go to Hitler’s retreat to discuss the situation 
· Hitler agreed to take no military action w/o further discussion, and Chamberlain agreed to try to persuade cabinet and the French to accept results of a plebiscite in Sudetenland
· The French premier then went to London—joint proposal prepared: all areas w. pop. more than 50% Sudeten German be returned to Germany—Czechs not consulted—Czech government initially rejected proposal but forced to accept it reluctantly on Sept 21 
· Hitler, Chamberlain, Daladier, and Italian dictator Mussolini met in Munich: Mussolini introduced written plan that accepted as the Munich Agreement: almost identical to the earlier Godesberg proposal (on Sept 22—Chamberlain met w. Hitler to learn Hitler had stiffened demands): German army complete the occupation of the Sudetenland by October 10, and int’l commission decides future of other disputed areas—Czechs informed by Britain and France that it could either resist Germany alone or submit to the annexations 
· Although he thought he had prevented war, Chamberlain’s policies discredited following year, when Hitler annexed remainder of Czechoslovakia in March and precipitated WWII by invading Poland in Sept
· Munich Agreement proved ineffectiveness of appeasing expansionist totalitarian states, although it bought time for Allies to increase their military preparedness
The Schlieffen Plan (August, 1905) 
· Operational plan by German General Count Alfred von Schlieffen for attack on France once Russia, in response to international tension, had started to mobilize forces near German border—execution of the Schlieffen Plan led to Britain declaring war on Germany on August 4th, 1914
· Send all forces to West and defeat France; by time Russia is ready we can turn around and use advanced railway system to defeat Russia as well—two front war 
· Europe divided into two camps by this year – Germany, Austria and Italy (the Triple Alliance) on one side and Britain, France and Russia (the Triple Entente) on the other
· Schlieffen thought France t/b Germany’s most dangerous opponent—Russia not as advanced as France, thus he believed it would take her 6 weeks to mobilize her forces and any possible fighting on German-Russian border c/b coped w. by Germans while bulk of forces defeated France 
· Massive and successful surprise attack against France w/b enough to put off Britain becoming involved in continental war—allow Germany time (the six weeks that Schlieffen had built into his plan) to transfer soldiers fighting in successful French campaign to Russia 
· German forces would move through neutral nations like Belgium and Luxembourg, bypassing French fortifications
· Plan altered a year after creation—1906: what if Russia gets faster? All forces would be in West—therefore they send one division East just in case—argument: weakened Western front too much and they couldn’t make original gains (some historians) 
· Plan allowed the Germans to penetrate French territory quickly and with relatively few losses, however the speed and logistics of the advance meant that it could not be sustained, allowing the French to quickly mount response 
· Several limitations: 
· 1. Actions of Russia determined when Germany would have to start her attack on France even if she was ready or not
· 2. It assumed that Russia would need six weeks to mobilize
· 3. It assumed that Germany would defeat France in less than six weeks
· Victorious allies looked upon the Schlieffen Plan as the source of German aggression against neutral countries, and it became the basis of war guilt and reparations
The Spanish Flu (1918-1921)
· Aka H1N1 
· Many theories about where it started, started in US and spread as soldiers came to Europe 
· Others say it began in Africa, Asia, etc. 
· Most likely not Spain—seems t/b called Spanish flu bc it was a mutual country in WWI, and so they didn’t have to worry about people dying because they weren’t necessarily in war 
· Not sure how many people died: range now is around 50-100 million people (btw. 3-6% of the world’s population)
· WWI killed 17 million, but Spanish flu obviously much larger 
· Approx. 500 million affected (27% of the world population) 
· Part of age scale that suffers most is the healthiest (btw. 18-40) bc it’s an auto-immune disease—body goes into weird spin trying to fight disease—thus body deteriorates 
· Very sudden demise (manner of hours), bleeding, mucus, etc. from every part of the body 
· Quarantining is the attempt 
· Europe loses 2 ½ - 3 million people in 2 years 
· Europe also experiencing great deal of instability—Marxist revolutions, decommission soldiers facing unemployment, many soldiers that have experienced wartime trauma w. physical and mental illness 

The Bombing of Guernica (1937) 
· German Condor legion bombs sleepy market town in Spain: between 100-300 civilians die—occurs on regular day where peasants are killed—reveals tremendous cynicism and also an attempt to perfect military tactics—Germans are experimenting 
· Unknown to residents of the Basque town of Guernica, they had been slated by their attackers to become guinea pigs in an experiment designed to determine just what it would take to bomb a city into oblivion
· Had withstood the advances of the army since Civil War began in July the previous year in 1936—region punished by General Franco when he allowed unprotected city to be bombed by Hitler’s air force—later denied this happening, saying it was the weakness of the military to blame 
· Said that Richthofen selected Guernica as a target—city = great importance to the Basques so it bombing would send a clear message of military power of the Nationalists to the Republicans
· The raid was also an experiment and Guernica had been untouched by the war up to April 1937—no-one knew what a bombing raid would do to a city, and ones that were previously targeted wouldn’t give the same results as a city untouched 
· Comprised of Luftwaffe personnel and aircraft, the Condor Legion (lead by Lieutenant Colonel Wolfram von Richthofen) had become a proving ground for German pilots and tactics
· Condor Legion attacked in daylight and flew as low as 600 feet as it had no reason to fear any form of defense from the city—market day so city was packed w. people 
· Condor Legion had selected strategic targets and that the one failing of the raid was the Legion’s inability to accurately hit targets from height—second wave of bombers targeted an area already hit by the first wave, the city centre, which was up in flames already 
· Although Condor Legion returned in tact with an overall successful bombing, raid would have enormous consequences in diplomatic workings of Europe w. Chamberlain’s three meetings with Hitler in September 1938
· Chamberlain feared the possibility of a southern English city being similarly bombed
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, what happened in Guernica in April 1937, would impact what happened in western Europe in 1938—also acted as a stimulus for Britain to modernize her outdated Royal Air Force
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