Lecture 2: Chapter 1: “Research as an integrated process

Doing criminological research
· Doing criminological research entails reading a lot of research material.
· Many different sources, including academic lecturers, government researchers and various interest groups.
· Criminological research cannot be seen in isolation from criminological theory, and that the interplay between theory and the methods used is fundamentally important
· Theories exist to explain what research data is telling us about crime and social control and, over time, theories are revised, adapted or rejected in light of new research data.
· Crime and justice research is a dynamic and iterative process.
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Stages of research
· All researchers move through various stages and procedures
· The research purpose shapes the research question, data collection methods, and analysis
· Choosing a research topic requires checking for achievability and appropriateness
· Achievability (feasibility or ‘doability’) is essentially about the constraints, the limitations imposed by time, space and access, and – a more prominent concern today than in the past. – Research ethics and the associated approval procedures. 
· Appropriateness concerns the best method, or mix of methods, to investigate the subject area and answer the research question.

Designing a research strategy
· A projects research design connects theoretical or conceptual questions with practical considerations of conducting the research, generating useful data and delivering tangible outputs.
· Significance of quantitative and qualitative approaches
· Fussey and Crowther-Dowey: “Particular research methods are not inherently “good” or “bad”; they are merely differently suited to different tasks. Good criminological researchers, then, need to hold two key skills. The first is an understanding and appreciation of the different research methods and strategies. The second is he ability to distinguish which methods are most suited to the area of enquiry at hand.”

Quantitative and Qualitative methods
· Quantitative methods
· Positivistic epistemological assumptions
· Focus on statistical regularities, counting, precision, and numerical values.
· Appropriate for questions of cause and effect, prediction and effectiveness of interventions.
· Etic in nature
· Etic: An outsider perspective; the researcher interprets the events and behavior under investigation.
· In general, quantitative research is used to help understand trends and general tendencies
· Examples of quantitative research
· Crime rates, clearance rates, prison populations by age, gender, offence, parole rates, suicide rates.
· Victimization surveys and self-report survey
· Trends in youth perceptions of justice system
· Actuarial models: threat levels for dangerous offenders.

· Qualitative methods
· Interpretive, epistemological assumptions; multiple realities/subjectivities.
· Focus on trustworthiness, dependability, and credibility
· Appropriate for exploratory research; topics we know little about
· Emic in nature
· Emic: an insider’s perspective: event and behaviors under investigation are interpreted based on what they mean to the social actors involved.
· Examples of qualitative research
· Ethnographies
· Prison culture
· Experiences of fleeing violent relationships
· Descriptive accounts of youth reactions to media images of crime
· Archival research on the development of laws

Starting out on the research process
· The process is iterative, all researcher necessarily refer back and forth between these stages
· 1. Mapping a research topic
· 2. Conducting a literature review
· 3. Identifying gaps and developing research questions

1. Mapping out a research topic
· Identifying research questions
· Identifying theoretical literature
· Identifying data collection strategies (methods)
· Mapping exercise: carding.
2. Conducting a literature review
· Literature reviews: systematic summary, synthesis, classification, and comparison of scientific knowledge published on a topic.
· Specifies the problem issue, event, or behavior under question.
· Synthesizes, summarizes, compares, and evaluates key research findings on a subject
· Identifies important theories, concepts, and variables
· Illustrates how prior research led to the development of your research objectives and design. 
· Contents of the literature reviews encompass multiple forms of reviews;
· Historical
· Theoretical
· Methodological
· Contextual
· Normally organized thematically
· Aim of the literature review is to ensure that the work read and reviewed actually represents the state of play in a research area. There are parallels here with sampling, in particular the emphasis on representativeness, and it is necessary to have a rationale for selecting the targeted literature
· Fussey and Crowther-Dowey: “from time to time, it may seem that there is nothing on a topic’, which in nearly all cases is untrue.”
· Checklist when producing a literature review
· 1. The aim is to identify the available literature relating to the research topic.
· 2. The methodologies used in the studies, as well as the assumptions underpinning the research, are important.
· 3. The populations and samples used in the studies being reviewed should be noted. In some instances, this information may not be disclosed, which is important. 
· 4. The key findings and concluding arguments of the study should be summarized.
· 5. The ‘politics’ of research and ethical issues. Please note that some older research did not require ethical review and clearance and researchers used their discretion and subjective judgments when deciding what to do. You must obtain ethical approval.
· 6. Any piece of research has areas where improvements could be made so the limitations of the research should be spelled out.

· What counts as literature in criminological research?
· Books
· Journals publish articles
· Grey literature is work that is either in progress or unpublished, such as conference proceedings.
· Web
· Media reports

· Why do criminologist conduct and write literature reviews?
· Fussey and Crowther-Dowey: “The literature review is not optional for any project and must be done. Empirical research is always informed by previously published research.” (19)
· The literature review ultimately enriches a project and is a vital step in the process because it:
· Saves you saying that you are doing something new when you are not
· Shows you are familiar with a topic
· Helps you to formulate and refine a research question
· Enables you to connect analysis to the discipline of criminology
· 

3. Identifying gaps and developing research questions

· “What are the aims or objectives of my research?”
· Research gaps: “A gap, in this sense, is an issue that has not been examined before, or a question that remains unanswered or needs revisiting in order that it can be updated.” 
· Although setting a question seems like a straightforward task, you need to spend considerable time in getting this absolutely right or your research will never take off and, even it does, it, in all likelihood, never be satisfactorily finished. 
· Some questions are doable, some are not.
· There are many – contested – possibilities but researching a specific question is much more manageable and ultimately doable than the big question about the causes of crime in general. 

The practicalities of doing research

1. Resources
2. Negotiating access
3. Sampling
· Relates to representativeness and generalizability
· We need to clearly identify who and how many will be researched.
· Our primary goal is to design research that accesses a sample of key participants based on a range of criteria and considerations
· Generalizability: relates to the extent to which the findings of a particular piece of research are relevant beyond the immediate context where the research was done. Fundamentally about the credibility of findings. 
4. Ethics
· Research ethics: ethical standards that are accepted by the scientific community and hold researchers responsible for their professional conduct. 
· Tri-council policy state (TCPS2) governs the standards and procedures of research in Canada. 
· Goals: articulate shared values and ethical norms across disciplines and to harmonize the ethics review process.
· All researchers involving human participants must be reviewed and approved by a research ethics review board (REB)

The TCPS2 contains the following ethical principles:
· Respect for human dignity
· Respect for free and informed consent
· Respect for vulnerable persons
· Respect for privacy and confidentiality
· Respect for justice and procedural fairness
· Balancing harms and benefits of research
· Minimizing harm to participants
· Maximizing benefit of the research

Being reflexive
· All research involves some risk; researchers need to weight the relative risks against the possible benefits of the research
· Risk of harm can include
· Physical harm
· Example: Zimbardo’s Stanford experiment
· Psychological abuse
· Example: Milgram’s obedience studies
· Legal ramifications
· Humphrey’s Tearoom trade
· Re: Informed consent and voluntary participation
· These are intertwined: for consent to be informed, potential participants has to be made aware of all potential risks involved and be given enough information to make a voluntary decision about whether to participate. Consent and participation are dynamic, ongoing processes. 
· Re: Confidentiality and anonymity
· Crime and justice research often asks people to share sensitive or secret information. Researchers must respect the participants right to privacy by guaranteeing confidentiality or and anonymity.

Final stages: Analyzing and writing up data

· Key to analysis process for both quantitative and qualitative studies is the activity of coding.
· If you are involved in quantitative analysis, coding often involved placing a value on one of the research variables. A variable is normally a theme of the researches or something the researcher wishes to measure or otherwise analyze. Themes such as age, class, ethnicity, length of time in prison, attitudes and beliefs are all examples of variables. 
· Qualitative coding, of which one of the most regularly used techniques is known as thematic coding
· Qualitative coding is often not prepared in advance
· Qualitative data analysis may involve more complex processes and activities than those listed above and is often presented as quotes or a thick description of events, circumstances or beliefs.

Conclusion / review

· Research process involves informational components and methodological controls.
· Step 1: Thinking about topics of research
· Step 2: Think of methodological tools to answer your research questions
· Subsequent steps: thinking of the mechanics of research: negotiating access; risk of harm, informed consent, voluntary participation, confidentiality and anonymity, scientific misconduct, and the conflict of interest are important ethical and political considerations.
· Final steps: working with your data, re-engaging with established theories in your domains research. Re-engaging with your literature review. 
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