


Background:
The EU is a unique economic and political partnership between 28 European countries that together cover much of the continent. The European Union was created as a result of the Second World War The EU in Brief, 2016). The first steps were to foster economic cooperation: whereby the countries who trade with one another become economically interdependent. However, the EU slowly evolved into an organization encouraging political development amongst the countries. This evolution caused some financial disagreements among the European countries and Great Britain, as well as the loss of British power to the EU. For this reason, the UK recently introduced the European Union Referendum Act 2015 (The EU in Brief, 2016).

Introduction:
The European Union Referendum Act 2015 is aimed to raise the question of whether the United Kingdom should remain a member of the European Union. The referendum will be held on Thursday June 23rd ,2016. All British, Irish, and common wealth citizens aged over 18 and living the UK are entitled to vote (EU referendum: Leaving EU 'big gamble' for UK security, 2016). The British government has proposed its recommendation of remaining a member in a reformed European Union through several valid reasons that were stated by David Cameron in his speech. I support the government’s recommendation because the change could affect the kingdom’s economic state, education, as well as environment and security. 

Economy:
The economic stability of the nation is based on increased amount of jobs caused by free movement, increase in GDP and most importantly global trade. The European Union is a single market that negotiates trade agreements with the rest of the world, in which no tariffs are imposed on imports and exports among its members (The Week, 2016). Since Britain is a member of the EU, it benefits greatly from the trade agreements and deals settled by the union. Moreover, free movement of people across the EU provides job opportunities for British workers seeking to work elsewhere in Europe. Migration from eastern Europe has helped occupy labour market vacancies, making the United Kingdom labour market more flexible. The migration has improved the government budgetary position by minimizing the dependency ratio (Economics Help, 2013). Finally, The EU economy performed well in the post war period. An increase in the real GDP per capita and living standards took place, which was a strong argument for the United Kingdom. The EU allowed the United Kingdom to achieve fast economic growth and outperform other European nations by making it one of the most diverse countries in Europe (The EU in Brief, 2016).

Despite the numerous economic benefits of remaining a member of the EU, the UK will still face issues pertaining to the mentioned factors. Britain will lose the chance of freeing itself from many of the European Union's complex and expensive laws and regulations related to free trade. If the UK decides to leave, it will have the opportunity to negotiate new deals and agreements, that act in the nation’s favour. with fast-growing and emerging countries such as, Sub Sahara Africa. Also, The Brexit will allow the UK to retain greater control over fiscal and monetary policy, which in turns helps them gain more freedom over labour market, competition and environmental issues (The economic consequences of leaving the EU, 2015).
Finally, GDP is only a great success after war. Therefore, The GDP argument is now the kingdom’s biggest weakness against the European union. The EU currently has less power over economic stability and strength. Many problems have arisen regarding the Euro and monetary union, creating high unemployment and low economic growth throughout the states involved. 

	The benefits that the European Union has provided Great Britain with, relative to economic stability, outweigh the cons of remaining a member and the benefits of the Brexit mentioned above. The UK achieved and maintained its wealth, economic growth and free trade with the help of the union. The EU has always provided great support for its member states to ensure that their membership fee is fulfilled to the max capacity. In his speech, David Cameron demonstrated the importance of staying in the union by emphasizing the main points on economic stability that the EU has guaranteed for the kingdom. These points included: trade with neighbouring countries to create jobs, prosperity and financial security for families.

Education In Relation to Politics:
	Education of the fellow UK citizens relies on Immigration and diversity. Immigration promotes diversity in workplaces, schools and government; therefore, Britain is bound to maintain its education benefits from the EU. This is because China and India are the biggest source of foreign workers and students in the UK (The Week, 2016). Under European Union laws and regulations, Britain cannot prevent anyone from another member state coming to live in the country, while British citizens benefit from an equivalent right to live, work and study anywhere else in the UK. The result has been a significant increase in immigration into Britain. Students studying abroad is also a major factor of immigration. Approximately 1.5 million young adults have completed their studies in a different Member State with the help of the Erasmus programme (Economics Help, 2013). EU citizens have a better chance of studying abroad to pursue their favourable form of education in the state of their choice than other citizens across the globe. The possibility of studying abroad is considered positive and successful by 84% of EU citizens (Economics Help, 2013). The European Union has always set education as a main priority for its members’ future and prosperity. 

	There is hope for the UK to maintain its current immigration and free movement benefits for students, if it decides to leave the EU. Britain would be able to have total control over its borders and decide who can come in, as well as restrict the number of students coming in for lower costs on benefits. Also, the rise of China and emerging markets has influenced the the world’s share of world trade. The European Union’s share is declining twice as quickly as America’s, which may foreshadow a decline in free movement for students of Great Britain, if it remains a member. The UK can ultimately create its own laws and regulations regarding education programs and benefits. The regulations could be aimed to lower costs, while still providing students with the opportunity to study abroad and have international students enjoy the benefits of the kingdom. They can make their decision after studying and analyzing the condition of the kingdom as a member of the EU and as an independent nation; therefore, the new laws and regulations are not guaranteed a 100% to be a success.

	The UK will need to undergo various changes in terms of education purposes and immigration benefits if it decides to leave the EU. The change will require more restrictions on the number of immigrants into and out of the kingdom. The kingdom has a high chance of losing a fair amount of money by attempting to provide equal benefits to its citizens and immigrants that are offered by the EU. This is bound to occur if their study did not lead to the appropriate laws and regulations necessary to maintain and flourish the “new” independent nation. Moreover, David Cameron attacked his own pro-Brexit Cabinet ministers by clearly stating that: even if the kingdom leaves the EU, they won't be able to control immigration (BBC News, 2016). This is supported by Switzerland’s current condition. Switzerland is not part of the union, but is forced to accept unlimited EU migration in order to have any access to the single market, and has been locked in an intractable fight with Brussels in a bid to put a cap on the inflow (Telegraph, 2016). The EU has made it possible for the kingdom to significantly emerge and become successful in many areas, including a blooming education that provides students with the best opportunities worldwide. Therefore, the UK will continue to flourish and excel if it remains a member in a reformed European Union.

National Security and Environment:
The kingdom’s security and safety has been granted and maintained by the EU. "It is through the EU that you exchange criminal records and passenger records and work together on counter-terrorism," was said by Defence Secretary Michael Fallon (EU referendum: Leaving EU 'big gamble' for UK security, 2016). The government thoroughly relies on the collective weight of the European Union when dealing with Russian aggression or any type of terrorism (EU referendum: Leaving EU 'big gamble' for UK security, 2016). The UK is considered one of the most popular touristic areas across the globe. It has a welcoming atmosphere that encourages people worldwide to visit. A touristic place, such as the UK, is prone to terrorist attacks and incidents; therefore, the kingdom needs to protect its people by reinforcing a safe atmosphere through strong surveillance and security. The European Arrest Warrant replaced long extradition procedures and still enables the UK to extradite criminals wanted in other EU countries, as well as bring to justice criminals wanted in the UK who are hiding in other EU countries (Proeuropa, 2016). In addition, the nation’s security includes the health and safety of citizens provided by clean environment. Through commonly agreed EU standards, national governments have achieved improvements to the quality of air, rivers and beaches. This has had a positive impact on Britain and Britons holidaying or living abroad. 

	Even though the EU has kept the UK safe, there is limited trust among UK decision makers of political positions and implementation efforts of other EU member states, as well as EU institutions. For instance, the Schengen opt-out, which is a means of ensuring that when a given country does not wish to join the others in a particular field of EU policy (EUR-Lex, 2016), it can opt out, thus avoiding an overall stalemate (Kosmopolito,2016). Schengen opt-out basically shows the rest of the EU that they don’t trust the EU to secure the external border efficiently.  Furthermore, the UK is not willing to mend its political by compromising and negotiating decisions with the EU. Pro-Brexit campaigners believe that tension could arise if this political issue progresses, which in turn can deteriorate the peace, clean environment and security that currently exists in the kingdom.  For this reason, many agree that the UK is better off leaving the EU. The UK could make its own rules and regulations relative to the security and safety of its citizens by becoming an independent nation.

	The EU has been a great help for keeping peace and democracy; moreover, it has provided environmental benefits of high importance over the past years in the UK. For instance, The EU has raised the quality of sea water and beeches, by implementing regulations on water standards 'Bathing Water Directive’. The EU has also been tackling global warming by committing to reducing its global warming emissions by at least 20% by 2020 (Economics Essays: Benefits of European Union, 2014). The following benefits supported by the EU have enabled the UK and other member states to establish a clean atmosphere for the safety and health of its people at a lower cost. It would be extremely costly and difficult for the UK to accomplish these benefits on its own and as effectively as the EU. Also, European Arrest Warrant (EAW) scheme has made it easier to track criminals across the European continent (Economics Essays: Benefits of European Union, 2014). UK would need to modify security regulations that work best to its advantage; however, the nation cannot easily provide equivalent benefits in a short period of time. It requires an excess of money and a great plan.  Prime Minister, David Cameron, accused Brexit campaigners of making “no effort” to plan for post-EU UK (Daily Mail, 2016). He believes that those against staying in the EU haven’t yet considered the consequences of the Brexit, as well as avoided thinking about alternative solutions to maintaining safety and a healthy environment that should be implemented as soon as the decision is made against the recommendation. 

Cost of Membership: 
	The Treasury states that the net cost of the EU was £7.6 billion, in 2010-11, which increased from the years 2009-2010 by £3 billion. Britain will make a net contribution to the EU budget of £10.4 billion this year, up from a forecast of £9.9 billion in March; therefore, sceptics argue the net cost is becoming too costly as it approaches £10 billion and that much of EU spending is highly inefficient and wasteful. This is because the biggest target of EU spending is still agriculture, which benefits economies with big agricultural sector. The UK gains little from the common agricultural policy; some of the main recipients are large wealthy landowners who perversely benefit from the subsidies they are entitled to (Economics Help, 2013). 

However, membership has increased flows of investment into the UK. The EU is a essential for trade with the rest of the world through its global clout. It accounted for 23% of the global economy in 2012 in dollar terms. Through 30 trade deals negotiated by the EU, including the Single Market itself, British firms have full access to a $24 trillion market. The recent deal with Canada and on-going discussions with Japan and the US could double this to $47 trillion - the UK would struggle to achieve the same quality of trade deals independently (FactSheet 2, 2013) Also, the EU exit will cost Britain £55billion every year unless borders are kept open. Britain will then be forced to have even more open borders to avoid losing £55 billion a year by 2030 – a significant amount that could lead to recession. In addition, The Open Europe think tank has found that Britain could lose 2.2% of its GDP if it closes its borders after exiting the EU (Telegraph, 2016).

 Since the benefits of the EU membership fulfill its annual cost, Mr. Cameron is right to try to negotiate EU reform before any referendum that could see Britain leaving. He is also attempting to reduce the cost of the yearly membership fee to increase additional savings. The additional savings could be used to invest in the fulfilling the needs of citizens and improving certain aspects in the nation, such as education, transportation and environment. The government is looking out for the safety of its citizens and the economic benefit for the kingdom, which has been guaranteed and secured by the EU for many years. 


Conclusion:
The United Kingdom has benefitted greatly and gained significant power as a result of the European Union. The EU has supported and aided the UK to place immense importance on enhancing international trade and free movement for the sake of economic stability and increased GDP. Furthermore, the EU has made it possible for the students of its member states to have easy access to the universities and colleges of their choice anywhere in the EU. This advantage enables students to pick the school and field of study cross the EU with no extra fees. Finally, the EU contributed to improve the environment conditions in the UK and other member states in the EU. The United Kingdom may have the benefit of becoming an independent nation with more power over its agreements and deals; however, the benefits it has always received from the EU outweigh the idea of complete independence and the costly annual membership fee.  
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