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1950’s

· Economic expansion
· Low unemployment
· Capitalism seemed to be working
· Economic integration (Europe)
· Soviets not experiencing same growth as America
1946-1960

· US GDP more than doubles
· spread across the US society
1960’s

· 60% of Americans have middle class standard of living
· Decline in poverty, from 30% down to 22%
· Introduction to the TV, air conditioning, expanding electricity, heating
· 56 million cars and televisions (amount Americans own) = significant growth
Postwar US Society (What is pushing it forward?)

· Baby Boom (after WW2)
· Legacy of the depression/WW2, transition from war to peace economy
· Large state role in the economy and society (with high levels of production)
· Globalization for the Cold War (military employment, building military weapons.$$)
· What comes out of WW2 is a form of Capitalism
· Period of conformity (in 1950’s era) - communism and social spheres
Postwar Tensions in America - “Moral Panics?”

· Wave of labour militancy-linked to union activity and fear of communism
· Wave of production of steel, auto, coal, rail, --> blue collar workers
· Fears of the return of the depression
· Fears of juvenile delinquency (the ‘teenager’- what the word means to US society)
· Fears of the bomb
· Fears associated with the Korean War
· Fears of returning soldiers (they will need new jobs)
· Fears regarding jobs and the place of women in society
· Fears regarding masculinity
· Fears of communism (Red Scare)
Red Scare (Institutionalizing)

· Truman’s loyalty review system (1947)
· accused spies were required to demonstrate their patriotism
· House un-American activities committee (est. 1938)
· investigate disloyalty (anyone who sits left of the democratic party)
· Hart-Tartley Act (1947)
· withdraw bargaining rights from unions (in order to challenge the unions)
Spy-Trials (1950’s)

· individuals put on trial for crimes related to espionage
· Julius and Ethel Rosenberg (conspiracy of passing secrets)
· they were a communist Jewish couple
· executed for espionage in 1953
· 1950: McCarran International Security Bill (subversive groups required to formally register with the government)
· 1952: McCarran Walter Act (authorizes deportation of immigrants identified as communists)
· 1954: Operation Wetback (US military rounds up and deports Mexican Americans)
John Edgar Hoover

· He was working with the FBI
· Conducted loyalty tests to weed out the communists
Homosexuality

· One could not express homosexuality in the 1950’s in the US
· Puts an emphasis on individual identity
· Moral panic of communism
· Male identity in question, growing independence of women
Homosexuality and American Scandal

· Linked to American military identity
· challenge on ability to fight communism
· Caused a security threat
· Homosexual’s were prone to blackmail and could be enlisted to work for the Soviets
Victims of Red Scare

· Involved in lawful political activities
· A couple were executed
· Many were imprisoned
· Unemployment (fired without explanation, unknown reasons given)
· ruined their careers and their prospect for future career opportunities

