October 19th

Imperial Conquest
1870-1900

· By 1900 European states have laid claims on most of the African continent
· Solidifying these claims would take longer
· ‘Piecemeal’ conquest

Situation on the Eve of Conquest
· intensification of commerce in the 19th century, and the new social classes in some places on the continent
· ‘coming out of spirit of abolitionism’
· Colonies for free slaves
· Sierra Leone
· A British colony
· Liberia
· Founded by “American Colonization Society”
· Freed slaves from U.S.
· Southern slaveholders who felt threatened by presence of freed slaves 
· Sustains itself as an autonomous state
· U.S. did not have a colonial presence on the continent of Africa
· Not a colony
· One of two countries on continent that retains political independence from European nations
· Along with Ethiopia
· Freed slaves returning in a colonial fashion
· Ruling classes develop of freed slaves from overseas
· ‘Return to Africa’, but may not have been from region
· Colonial fashion and mannerisms
· Victorian dresses
· ‘Amaro’
· Prior to 1870, Europeans still a marginal, coastal presence


The Imperial Conquest
· Cause and contingencies 
· Industrialization
· Slave trade profits and networks of commerce fostered through it crucial to development industrialization in Europe
· Africa shifts from source for slaves to source for raw materials
· Also viewed as a commercial market
· New industrialized technology helps Europeans venture into African interior
· Steamship 
· Beginning around 1820’s-1830’s
· Flat-bottomed hulls
· Most African rivers flow seaward 
· Quinine (1847)
· Death rates of European interior expeditions could reach 75% due to disease 
· Quinine drastically cut this
· Anti-malarial prophylactic 
· Malaria massive killer
· Basis of tonic water 
· Firearms
· Had previously been an advantage, but a limited one
· Slow muzzle-loaders
· Problems in wet and dense environments
· New developments in tech
· Breach-loaders
· Machine gun prototypes
· Gatling gun
· Balance of power now drastically shifted to Europeans
· Ondurman, Sudan, 1898
· British face uprising from Mahdi religious leader and 40k supporters vs small anglo Egyptian force
· 40 losses for Europeans, 11k lossess for Mahdi
· African leaders motivated to seek treaties rather than war
· Nationalism 
· European nationalism helps fuel desire for imperial conflict
· New forms of mass politics create European gov’ts sensitive to domestic opinion
· Increased suffrage
· Mass media developments
· Press would hype up national pride through imperial conquest
· Pro imperial sentiments
· International competition between nations a major driver
· “Scramble for Africa”
· The “civilizing mission” 
· More a part of Christian missionary discourse
· Increasing missionary, particularly protestant, interest in Africa
· David Livingstone
· Prominent anti-slavery activist
· Often called for more British involvement in East Africa, where slavery still existed
· Adds a reason for European powers to get involved in Africa
· Rhetoric of uplifting/enlightening primitive civilazations
· Missionary agenda different from agenda of European states
· Education
· Europeans limited local education
· Missionaries educated some people
· Ambivalent relationship
· Careers and on-the-ground contingencies 
· “Empire is a career”
· Became a career path for cohorts of young educated European elite
· Whole classes of people invested in colonization
· Impetus for sustaining of colonization, when other factors may have made it challenging
· The “Scramble for Africa”
· The British 
· Trade a major motivator
· Gold coast 
· Asante
· Rising hostilities in 1874
· British invade them and sack 
· “city with streets almost paved with gold”
· Wealthy city
· Falls quickly
· Niger River Delta
· Palm oil found up Niger River
· British had interest in getting into interior (around modern Nigeria)
· British traders getting upriver and cutting out local middlemen
· The French
· Nationalism a strong motivator
· Already had presence and strong colonial presence in Algeria
· Senegal
· Around the same time as British in Niger River delta
· To link Algeria with other outpost in Dakar
· Colonel de L’isle
· Right-wing nationalist colonel, moves into Senegal from Dakar
· Initially weak resistence, small pop, 
· By 1880’s guerrilla jihad against de l’isle
· Entry of new players on colonial stage prompts more of a scramble
· Belgium
· Germany
· Belgium
· Limited trade involvement with Africa
· King Leopold
· Wants to get involved in Africa
· Hires Henry Morten Stanley
· Englishman
· Had fought on both sides of US civil war
· NY Herald had hired him to venture into Congo and report
· Zanzibar to West Coast
· Leopold hears of this and hires him
· Make same journey in reverse
· Go into Congo and get documents to allow a Belgian claim
· Germany
· Previously had ‘least’ connection to sub-saharan Africa
· Bismarck is Chancellor
· ‘Colonial League’
· Lobbies Bismarck to get involved in colonialism
· In response to emerging French and British domination of Africa
· Karl Peters treaties
· Tanzania?
· Berlin Conference
· 1885
· Gather European powers and hash out all the claims on Europe
· Bargain amongst themselves
· Treaties possessed by European powers used to press claims
· Africa mostly divided up amongst European powers
· Portugal
· Still have Angola and Mozambique
· Italy
· Libya
· Claim Eithiopia (Abyssnia)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Defeated during their attempts to take it
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