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	The human race has feared death since the beginning of their existence. It has always been thought that death would be the worst thing that could happen and that being immortal would be a dream come true. Being immortal or being a god has been a very prominent theme in the ancient mythologies. However, there are many philosophers that have researched and debated whether or not immortality would in fact be a good thing. Philosophers like Bernard Williams focused on whether or not it would be better to die or to live forever. There are quite a few problems if humans were able to live for eternity. If a person were to live forever then they would start to get bored and have a lot of pain and misery in their life, as well as no purpose or meaning to their life. Lastly, if someone lived for an indefinite period of time then their life would not be as precious anymore.

	To really answer the question of whether or not death is a good or bad thing you have to think about the meaning of life before and after death. The universe has existed long before the creation of the human race and it is inevitable for each person to die. That is exactly like how eventually the universe as a whole will one day cease to exist. So you can then think, if we didn’t exist how much would the universe be effected? The universe is very slightly effected by the existence of the human race. If the human race did not ever come in to existence the universe would still be here and nothing would really change. Since our lives would not affect the rest of the universe or very microscopically affect it. By saying that if a life is only a finite amount of time and has no meaning or value then a life with an infinite amount of time would still have no meaning or value.  Therefore there cannot be any meaning to our lives and death cannot be a bad thing because the death of the human race would not affect the universe as a whole. That being said however, lives can have meaning not to the universe as a whole but to ourselves and to other people on earth. Based off of how we live our lives, we can do well for others and do well for the earth as a whole. Having an infinitely long life would make it so you are able to do lots of good for the world and make the world a better place for people, but whether or not it is a good thing for your life is another topic all together.

	The thought of an eternal life is very tempting but then there is the consideration of whether or not it is worth it. You would be able to do everything you ever wanted which is every persons dream, but it would cost a lot of misery in your life. There is a lot of pain in a regular life so there would be even more pain in an infinitely long life. Having a nihilistic view on life there is always more pain in life than there is pleasure. Pain comes in two separate forms according to Schopenhauer desire and boredom (1). Boredom will happen if you have a never ending life as you would be able to do everything that you want, go anywhere you want, become whoever you want and love anyone you want. As nice as all of this sounds it will eventually become dull and a repetition. Once life becomes boring and dull with all of the repetition some people would not want to live anymore because there is nothing else for them to do on earth anymore. They would end up committing suicide because as life is too boring. This supports again that death is a good thing as it helps to end the pain of the boredom. Based off of the online journal Death, it discusses how it would be optimal for life to end just before you start to repeat things over again (2). Another type of pain that would occur with an indefinitely long life would be that you would have to watch as every loved one you have ever had dies and anybody that you have ever know dies. Death is not a bad thing for the person who dies but it is a bad thing for the people who have a connection with the deceased. There is a lot of pain and suffering when you have to deal with the loss of a loved one as you are sad that they are gone whereas they are indifferent to death. This supports that death is a good thing as once you are dead you have no emotions so it cannot be a bad thing but watching everyone you love die all the time is a bad thing. Before you are even brought into this world with life you do not exist and it is not a bad thing to not exist so why would it be a bad thing to not exist after your life. Life is meant to be lived to the fullest while you are alive and having an eternal life would ruin the purpose of our lives.

	With eternal life you would be able to do everything that you want but there would be no meaning or purpose of your life. Your purpose would inevitably become, do everything you can until you get bored and commit suicide. Whereas if you had a regular life then there would be a purpose to try and achieve your goals and dreams before your life ends. Without that timeline and inevitability that your life will come to an end you will never be motivated to achieve your wildest dreams. You could in fact just procrastinate and never end up doing anything. People may be afraid of death and fear it but in reality death is the thing that gives meaning and purpose to our lives (3). Without purpose then our lives are meaningless and there would be no reason to live and an eternal life would be of no use to us. Without death there would never be any real purpose, there would never be any goal for a person with an eternal life. They would do whatever they wanted and they would not care if their life is actually meaningful. If you have done everything then there can be no joy and happiness at the end. So when the end of things to do comes you will just be bored and have nothing else to do. This proves that death is once again a good thing and eternal life is not. 

	Bernard Williams brings in fairly good point with reasons why death is in fact a good thing. He talks about how there are only two possible outcomes with having an immortal life. He states that if we have an immortal life we will either stay the person that we are or we will become a completely different person. If we were to stay the same person then life will get very boring very quickly and there would be no point of having the immortal life. Secondly if we were to change and become a completely different person then the thought of immortality is not actually true, we have then become someone else and it is not our life that is immortal and it is a new person all together. Both of these two scenarios prove that death would be better than living forever (4).
	While having an eternal life would be very enjoyable to some extent it would be better to meet your making at the intended time for your life. With having an infinitely long life you would be able to do all of the things that you want to do and would not normally be able to do in a regular life time. Even though you would be able to do everything you could ever imagine your life would not have meaning. It would just be you doing whatever you want until you get bored and kill yourself. For your life to truly have any meaning whatsoever there has to be a timeline for your life so you can come, do your purpose and then leave. That is why death is so important and also a good thing for the human race. It lets us have a purpose for our life that we can aim to achieve before we are taken from this life. Death lets us enjoy being on earth for a short period of time and it makes it so we can escape the pain and suffering of having an eternal life.
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