[bookmark: _GoBack]The conventional dating of the witchcraft era is from about 1450 to 1750.
unlike what is said, it is very unlikely that more that 100k people died as witches. The best estimate Is about 60k people including men.
witch-hunts came in waves and were concentrated in a few places.
there was an exaggeration on fatalities
not all witches accused of witchcraft were burned –> in some cases punishments were mild (i.e repentance or reconciliation with the church).
in other cases death was the norm but that is because death was the norm for many other crimes
witches were not always burnt and when they were, most of the time they were killed (hanged or strangled before being burnt) 

three fundamental activities on which all charged of witchcraft were based:
1. Magic
- black magic or maleficia was prohibited by the church (i.e used to hurt others). Many people acknowledged doing it and hiring it done.
2. Sorcery
-most elaborate form of magic. Far more powerful than ordinary magic more dangerous when employed to harm others
3. Satanism
crosses the line from magic into religion. Involves the charges of worship and collaboration with evil supernatural beings.
it was the essence of European witchcraft and the grounds for imposing the death penalty.
Satanism was a pure European idea setting apart the European concept of witchcraft from the witch beliefs of other primitive peoples.

confessions: interrogators were instructed to keep up with the torture until these specific admissions were forthcoming. 
confessions of Satanism are invalidated  because they involve impossible acts i.e flying, taking on animal forms etc. 

8 faulty explanations:
1. Real witches.
belief that there were in fact real witches
-there wad often a factual basis for accusations, one that could be fully substantiated in court -> lending an aura of reality to the charge of Satanism as well.
the vividly imagined culture of Satanism stimulated occasional efforts by both individuals and groups to actualize it  (i.e people eventually engaged in orgies and in many of the sacrilegious acts witch which they were charged)
little substance behind the charges of Satanism compared to witchcraft.

2. Mental illness
false belief that witches suffered from mental illness.  madness may have played a role  sometimes psychotics were taken to be the victims of witchcraft.

3.  Sexism 
assumption that charges of witness were specific to women in order to control women by punishing those who violated norms governing conventional sex roles. 
false  they were not gender specific

4. Solidarity
need for social solidarity as the root cause of the witchcraft persecutions

unfounded  no increase in solidarity.. and why just target witches and not murdered burglars etc.

5. Greed
economic gains resulting from trials
 generalization
most people convicted or accused of witchcraft had very little

7. Fanatical Clergy
repressed sexual drives was a result of the witch hunt
Anti-catholic bias

8. Psychohistory:a
witch hunts as collective psychosis, mass delusions and epidemics of hysteria

In the classical world, magic was everywhere, and virtually everyone believed in it
the prevalence of maleficia aroused considerable anxiety and most of the magical practices were of pagan origins. 
church responded in 2 ways.
!. attempted to prohibit ma’;ny magical practices
2. Attempted to Christianize those that seems to popular to suppress.

religious conflict will be maximized where a few powerful and pluralistic religious organizations coexist.   Open religious warfare Is expected and prevented only by delicate balances of power.
during periods of substantial religious conflict, toleration will be withheld or withdrawn from nonthreatening, but nonconforming religious groups and/or activities.

the problem of non-church magic.
church substitutes for folk magic often failed while magical treatments often worked

Religious conflict: necessary condition for witch-hunting. It would not have occurred during the tranquil centuries when the lack of credible institutional threat allowed the church to ignore religious nonconformity.

the end of the witch hunt:
why? It destroyed all sense of community and caused everyone to feel at risk.  everyone was now a potential suspect
the social costs that accompanied witch hunts rose significantly
