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Introduction
The painting Chinese Gold Washers on the Fraser River was painted by William George Richardson Hind in 1864 while in the Cariboo district. (“M609, Chinese Gold Washers,” n.d.)
The painting was about four “Chinese prospections working a bar on the lower Fraser” (Boissery and Short, 2003, p. 63) during the 1862 Cariboo gold rush.
Primary Sources
 	What they are doing
	The image consists of four men, two men working in the background and two men in the foreground. One of the men in the foreground is delivering the mined bank on a carrying pole for the other worker in the foreground.  The worker on the very right “places rocks and sand on the perforated plate at the top of the riddle” which is on top of a rocker. This “rudimentary technique was used alongside sluicing” which was a more advanced technique using more sophisticated equipment. (“M609, Chinese Gold Washers,” n.d.) 
The Chinese style
According to Chung (2011) “at least two men had to work this system (p. 11)” and “were more sophisticated and required more men. (p. 11)” Furthermore he states that “Chinese miners liked to use rockers, long toms, or sluice boxes to separate the lighter sand and gravel from the heavier gold particles.” “They also used woven cloth to filter the sand and gravel, catching the fine gold in the gravel then burning the cloth to recover the gold.” (Chung, 2011) The two men in the background are using a pickaxe and shovel to dig up the bank for the worker with the carrying pole to collect and deliver to the man working on the rocker. The painting also shows that the workers are wearing Asian conical hats which help to identify these men as Chinese. 



Secondary Sources
	Chinese Life in the Gold rush 
	In 1860, two years after the first gold rush “the second gold rush got underway, north of the river in the Cariboo district.” (“M609, Chinese Gold Washers,” n.d.) Chinese miners were part of thousands of other miners, some who have been a part of the Californian diggings (Boissery and Short, 2003 p. 63) Life of a Chinese gold miner was tough. They had to work for lower wages, pay for food, rent and also send what is left overseas. Miners had to endure constant fear of physical danger, illness, loneliness and the fear of death. The Chinese had created Chinatowns where they had “strange” funerals and weddings and made significant amount of noise during New Year’s celebrations. (Roy, 2014 p. 5-6)
	Intolerance and racial prejudice.
 However in general “miners’ animosity discouraged the Chinese from working the major diggings and they tended to mine only abandoned or marginal claims.” Furthermore “during the Cariboo rush, the miners kept the Chinese out of Barkerville” until the miners’ tolerated the Chinese miners due to their “practice of patiently working abandoned claims.” (Boissery and Short, 2003, p. 64) This was the reason why the gold miners in the painting were working in an area where “the most reachable gold had been harvested and no gravel was left on the stream beds.” (“M609, Chinese Gold Washers,” n.d.) According to Boissery and Short (2003), even in BC they were faced with suspicion and resentment amongst miners. This was due to many factors such as “cultural, linguistic, and physical differences” and the “Chinese habit of sending their capital back to China, rather than spending it locally.” (Boissery and Short, 2003 p. 63) Along with the creation of Chinatowns, willingness to work for low wages, many of the miners and the colonial settlers sought to the Chinese as “colonial sojourners.” (Roy, 2014 p. 4)
Theoretical Sources
	Global migration 
	From 1840 to 1940 approximately 20 million Chinese immigrated overseas, and around 1.5 million moving to the Americas. (McKeown, 2010) Furthermore, McKeown states that the overall numbers and density of emigration, was similar to European migration overseas, and both were part of the “global wave of mass migration from 1840 to 1940.” Hatton, Tim;Williamson, Jeffrey (2005), states that the reason people migrate depends on the migrant’s relative income, the  cost of migration and open border regimes. It was during this period of time where information about other regions and labour opportunities were more accessible, transportation cost lowered and potential earnings were high.  These factors all led to the sudden burst of migration to the gold fields of California in Hong Kong and Guangdong, which “doubled the total number of emigrants compared to the 1840s.” (McKeown, 2010)
	Pacific northward migration of the gold rush
Along with the French various other Europeans around the globe (Rohrbough, 2013) the Chinese had decided to set sail towards the pacific to participate in the gold rush. Sinn, (2012) states that 44 ships left Hong Kong to California and an average of couple hundred people leaving per day in 1952. Every year number of miners coming from around the world increased however the California gold rush came to an end couple years after due to the dwindling supply of gold. News of gold being found in the Thompson River spread in the 1850’s and on April 25th, 450 miners from San Francisco arrived. (Heritage, 2000, p. 8) Furthermore Heritage (2000) reports that on May 8th governor Douglas reported “Not less than one thousand whites are already at work and on the way to the gold districts.” House mentions that “every vessel was carrying without regard to coasting laws or safety” and at least 25,000 people were coming from various regions including Oregon, Salt Lake City, and Southern America. Even with such a boom in population the Cariboo gold rush had ended in 1863 and by 1865 both the miners and surface gold was almost gone. 
Conclusion
Referring back to the painting, the Chinese men were working on a bank during the later days of the Cariboo gold rush and might have been from the California gold rush as part of the global migration of 1840-1940. We can clearly see that they were working with rockers, shoulder poles, shovels, pickaxes, riddles and were even wearing conical hats. They had their own discrete methods and lived a similar yet distinctive lifestyle in their own communities. The three levels of sources help the viewer to better understand the narrative behind Hinds painting. 
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