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Q.1. Do you agree or disagree that society should fight organized crime? Why or Why not? Consider the impacts of organized crime on society, the globalization of organized crime and the types of criminal activities covered in the course thus far. Use examples from the course material to support your arguments.

	Organized crime can be defined as, or rather explained as being the “…widespread criminal activity organized under a centrally controlled formal structure. It also means the various people and groups involved in such criminal activities” (Definition of Organized Crime, Module 1, Slide 1). Organized crime constitutes to a multitude of problems and consequences in which impact society economically, individually and publically. Organized crime groups have continuously and robustly been present within Canadian society perpetually influencing and corrupting nearly every part of society in order to become and remain economically and powerfully dominant of societal functioning through utilizing fearful and illegal tactics. Having said that, along with the previous and current attempts at fighting organized crime, one would strongly agree to fighting organized crime for the reason being that organized crime groups should not possess the power to influence society and control it’s organizations like a mocking puppet through factors of fear and illegally obtained capital. 

	Organized crime groups engage in a variety of illegally activities ranging from “drug trafficking (88%), extortion (71%), trafficking illegal firearms (71%), prostitution (63%), vehicle theft (60%), counterfeit/fraud (56%), and gambling/illegal schemes (50%)” (Chart on Most Frequently Committed Crimes by Organized Crime Groups, Module 1, Slide 2). There are numerous reasons as to why we as a society should fight organized crime, although the most prominent grounds to which we should fight organized crime would be do to the various economic damages that organized crime groups provoke. Organized crime groups essentially engage in illegal activities for capital gain (Clement on Organized Crime, Module 1, Slide 10). The economy severely suffers as a result from organized crime groups through the severe depts created by the countless fraudulent activities, human trafficking and the illicit drug trade market in which these groups participate in. In 1998 a study by the Canadian Center for Justice Statistics reported that cases of fraudulent activity such as credit card fraud costs $127 million, “telemarketing fraud $4 billion, insurance fraud $1-2.5 billion, cellular phone fraud $650 million, auto theft $600 million” Canadians every year (Danis, Module 1, Slide 6). The Canadian Government estimates that the illicit drug trade market where organized crime groups obtain majority of their profits produce a gross dept of around seven to ten billion dollars annually for society (Danis, Module 1, Slide 6). Additionally, it has been estimated by the Criminal Intelligence Service Canada (CISC), that a single victim of human trafficking being sold can produce a total income for the organized crime group of up to $280,800 in profit annually per person (Danis, Module 1, Slide 8). Next to the economic deficits that organized crime groups cost Canadians annually through the various types of criminal activities these groups engage in, organized crime groups moreover cause personal economic depts for individuals running legitimate businesses through money laundering. 

	Money laundering can be defined as “the act of concealing or transferring to conceal the source of illegally obtained money” (Definition of Money Laundering, Module 1, Slide 4). Organized crime groups whom want to masque their capital in which is obtained illegally resort to money laundering. These groups will open a “legitimate business” and lower the prices of their goods and services in order to attract as much cliental as possible. By doing this, this creates unfair competition for the other legitimate businesses located around them. The luxury of being able to lower prices of goods and services derived from organized crime groups illegally obtained capital, forces the other neighbor business in which are functioning under a legitimate business operation, forces these neighbor businesses to lose their revenue and become bankrupt (Danis, Module 1, Slide 4). Furthermore, pertaining to the economic consequences that organized crime groups can cause society and business owners also regards the possible increases in insurance rates instigated through property damages. Organized crime groups are highly violent organizations that engage in arson, physical assaults and damage properties of their rivals to showcase intimidation and or revenge. As a cause of such, when there does occur property damage, this instigates for insurance rates to go up (Danis, Module 1, Slide 5), a form of other unfair costs for legitimate business owners.  Organized crime groups hold the power through money laundering and overall associations to cause personal economic dept for innocent and legitimate business owners. 

	Accompanying, organized crime groups affect individuals personally as well through the human impact of organized crime groups. Meaning, the human impact derived from organized crime groups through either witnessing a traumatic event such as a murder, drive-by, etc caused by an organization involved in organized crime, this produces both personal and public fear. Severe psychological and questions of safety can be caused through witnessing an organized crime event (Danis, Module 1, Slide 7). Conjointly, organized crime groups prey on the vulnerable, the young, individuals who reside in poverty. The individuals who are targeted are those who are the most unperceptive to the reality of organized crime and who are the best targets or organized crime groups to welcome into the rink (Danis, Module 3, Slide 4). In the Cultural Deviance Theory, it is describe that the individuals, the youth more specifically who are born into poverty and who are subjected to environments of crime and who also recognize their role models to be pimps, drug dealers and or gangsters for the reason being that those individuals are who exert economic success. The young are persuaded by these individuals to engage in the types of business that they are doing in order to become economically successful as they are (Danis, Module 3, Slide 4). Although, these innocent and young people do not fully recognize what awaits them at the top as they grow older into the business, this is a prime example of how organized crime groups can take advantage of a young and innocent life and turn it into a “soldier” working in the stages of hierarchy of an organized crime group (Danis, Module 1, Slide 7).

Moreover, in terms of individual consequences produced by organized crime groups, as previously mentioned before, organized crime groups are highly active in human trafficking, an illegal activity in which embodies major human impacts derived from organized crime. In 2006, a report made by Public Safety Canada in which was stated by the United Nations (UN), announced that human trafficking constitutes as the third largest source of revenue acquired by organized crime groups (Danis, Module 1, Slide 8). As previously mentioned, the trafficking of one single victim can generate up to $280,800 dollars in profit for organized crime groups per person (Danis, Module 1, Slide 8). Organized crime groups employ women as prostitutes and often enter them into the human trafficking system. These women are antagonized through means of intimidation and threats in which prevent them from escaping their employment under an organized crime group (Danis, Module 1, Slide 8). Women who enter into the career of prostitution are vulnerable and derive majority from impoverished communities where the chances of obtaining high amounts of income seem hopeless to them, so this forces them to enter into selling themselves for money (http://www.walnet.org/csis/papers/sdavis.html). The human impact derived from the business of human trafficking by organized crime groups is unimaginable and grotesque. 
	 
	In conjunction with the various facts pertaining to the reasons as to why as a society we should fight organized crime groups, organized crime groups have been expanding their expertise’s and dishonest techniques through the globalization of crime. Meaning, organized crime groups instead of associating solemnly within their proper organization and or rather within their “own ethnic-crime syndicates”, organized crime groups have recently been found to “intermingle” with other organized crime groups in order to “maximize profits” (Danis, Module 1, Slide 3). Considering the fact that organized crime groups are all different from one another regarding the activities they participate in, the morals imposed on and by the group, what an organized crime group stands for, this anticipates that each organized crime group has something unique to offer and different knowledge to supply. Having said that, the alarming issue that different organized crime groups are associating with one another and becoming “multi-ethnic”, this possesses as a serious threat considering the fact that different knowledge put together can potentiate more complex, more dangerous and more costly illegal activities performed by these groups. Additionally, it has been analyzed and deliberated by law enforcement that four potential and very serious problems can potentially occur if society does not fight back against organized crime groups and slow down their current globalization. It has been classified as probable for organized crime groups to potentially one, invest and monopolize a local economy establishing unjust and unfair competition within the market, two, “infiltrate the political system”, three, corrupt the judicial system, and four, “destabilize the legal system through threats, intimidation tactics, murder, etc.” (Danis, Module 1, Slide 10). As society advances technologically, so does organized crime. With the evolution of different organized crime groups coming together and working with one another towards maximizing profits, include more intelligence and strategy, alongside eliminating competition between organizations, this constitutes as a well balanced equation to completely overtake and overrule any sort of government that attempts to deteriorate their functioning. 

	 In conclusion, organized crime groups need to be stop. Although crime will never fully be abolished, the need to fight organized crime is at most imperative. In retrospect of the countless economic and public consequences, and human impacts produced by organized crime groups, there is a serious need and requirement by society collectively as a whole to fight back against organized crime and regain back the strength and autonomy towards our equal opportunity. Organized crime groups through not only crime evolution, but through technological evolution in society as well are gaining more power and strength through the globalization of crime and are only infiltrating and influencing more problems for society. Without attempting to stop these groups, organized crime groups will not sense any sort of fear and will continue only with more force to take over society, the government and try to run a world through crime. It is for all these reasons that one strongly agrees to fighting organized crime. 
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Q.2. Describe in detail the origins of the Canadian Mafia. Discuss the relationship with the Bonanno Family and what control they may have had on the Montreal mafia. Since many important figures have recently "retired”, who do you believe controls the Montreal mafia today?

Since the 19th century, the mafia has existed and been referred to as a “network of criminals and the period of Italian, and predominantly Sicilian, history when the Mafia functioned as a parallel government and police force”(Danis, Module 2, Slide 1). 	Canada has been recognized as a very good location for organized crime for many reasons. Canada possesses a very tolerant society, the Canadian justice system is very lenient, and the prison sentences are nothing compared to those elsewhere (Laplante on Criminal Activities of the Canadian Mafia, Module 1, Slide 26). The origins of the Canadian mafia can be rooted through the Bonanno family of the New York mafia. Until today, the Canadian mafia has managed to rank the top criminal organization to reside in Montreal, while controlling majority of the international drug trade within in Canada’s eastern provinces. The Montreal-based criminal organization ran gambling rings, “engaged in political corruption and smuggled drugs worth millions into the U.S” (Danis, Module 2, Slide 26).  Joseph Bonanno essentially is the father of the Canadian mafia.

Although, it could be said that Canada was first introduced to mafia relations during the prohibition time period. In North America, alcohol consumption was tolerated in small amounts and on special occasions. Although, with the emergence in the increase in the number of pubs and saloons brought fourth to attention the more frequently occurring instances of alcohol abuse. Which as a result, provoked the arrival of “mainly female, mainly Protestant movement that tried to outlaw the sale and production of alcohol” (Danis, Module 2, Slide 16). When these activists were granted their way, prohibition laws were set in place, although, there were multiple individuals willing to break those laws and distribute alcohol illegally, this was the niche where North America has it’s first introductory taste of the Italian mafia. Organized crime groups conceived the anticipation for large sums to be spent on illegal alcohol. Thus, diverse organized crime groups intermingled together and became stronger through corporation in order to maximize their profits. Prohibition had led to multiple negative outcomes such as to high costs associated with employing an increased number of law enforcements and to many human costs, prohibition ended in 1933 (Danis, Module 2, Slide 16). 

Nevertheless, Joseph Bonanno debuted the New York mafia family relationship with Montreal in the 1930’s. Joseph Bonanno essentially utilized Montreal as an accessory of organized crime. Upon Joseph Bonanno catching word of Montreal’s uncontrollable illegal gambling, Bonanno assigned Carmine Galante to control Montreal’s illegal gambling. Although, by 1956, the Canadian authorities had begun to take control over the American involvement in Canadian organized crime and issued a list of gangsters who if found, were to be deported. With such, Bonanno appointed two men located in Montreal to control the business on behalf of the Bonanno family. Sicilian Luis Greco and Calabrian Vic Cotroni were the two men appointed. As some time passed, a new character, Nicolo Rizzuto became a prominent leader in the Canadian mafia. Rizzuto’s involvement with the Canadian mafia had developed into Rizzuto becoming recognized as Greco’s successor and who had much success within the Canadian mafia. As Nick Rizzuto developed his organization, he was also building a family, where his son Vito Rizzuto followed in his father’s footsteps and embraced the family operations of the Canadian mafia (Danis, Module 2, Slide 27).  

	Vito Rizzuto like his father, extremely resourceful, powerful and well-connected, “formed alliances with the Hells Angels, Montreal’s West End Gang, South American drug cartels and other Italian Mafia families” (Danis, Module 2, Slide 27). Although, Vito Rizzuto was not as intelligent as his father had been, Vito was caught and charged with the involvement in the 1981 murders and is currently now serving a ten year sentence in Colorado after “pleading guilty to racketeering in a case involving the 1981 murders of three former Mafia captains” (Danis, Module 2, Slide 27). 

	As it seemed, the Canadian mafia resembled to be coming down in flames as “Project Colisée”, an operation in which attempted to undercover the mafia’s activities consisting of drug trade, illegal gambling, racketeering and extortion through the collaboration of joint-forces between the RCMP, the Sûreté de Québec and the Montreal Police. Project Colisée eventually became successful and lead to the arrests of the four “high-ranking” Montreal mafia leaders in which consisted of Nicolo Rizzuto, Paolo Randa, Rocco Sollecito and Francesco Arcadi. “In addition to the capture of these four senior bosses, ninety other mobsters were apprehended, resulting in a massive blow to the organization” (Danis, Module 2, Slide 28). Project Colisée through these massive arrests, uncovered thousands of hours of camera tapes and microphone conversations regarding the Cosenza Social Club. This was a key finding for these tapes included valuable information considering the data issued on these medias from the Cosenza Social Club was where the mafia leaders discussed their business plans (Danis, Module 2, Slide 28). Although with these outstanding findings, during trial the Crown was unable to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that these four individuals were in deed guilty of longer sentences due to a lack of valid evidence, although the Crown successfully charged the six leaders of the Montreal mafia guilty of extortion, bookmarking, drug smuggling and drug trafficking (Danis, Module 2, Slide 28). 

	 Project Colisée has essentially caused the Canadian mafia, more specifically the Montreal mafia severe trouble. Project Colisée continues today to make arrests and convictions against Montreal mafia members. Although Project Colisée has severely dented the Montreal mafia, the Montreal mafia is far from being abolished (Danis, Module 2, Slide 28). Although, Project Colisée can be considered the destructor of the Rizzuto clan, Vito Rizzuto did not have much time to reign after his first arrest under Project Colisée. Following into the years of 2009 to 2010, while Vito Rizzuto was serving his ten year sentence in Colorado, both the close friend of Nicolo Rizzuto Sr, Federico Del Peshio and Nick Rizzuto Jr were murdered in 2009. In 2010 Agostino Cuntrera was murdered, Paolo Renda disappears mysteriously, Ennio Bruni an associate of the Rizzuto family was murdered and Nicolo Rizzuto Sr was assassinated by a sniper in his home. 2012, Vito Rizzuto was released from prison and died one short year later as a cause of natural death due to a case of pneumonia in a Montreal hospital (Danis, Module 2, Slide 29).   
	Vito Rizzuto was considered the head of the Canadian mafia. With the death of Vito Rizzuto, there were numerous attempts at replacing him as the head of the Montreal mafia. There was a high degree of violence attached to winning over Vito’s spot, within twelve months of Vito’s death, there were eight murders committed in exchange to claim Vito’s head of the Montreal mafia’s spot. Recently, there is conflict between two factions who have pursued to claim Vito’s position as head of Montreal’s mafia. The two factions are one, the anti-Rizzuto faction led by Salvatore Montagna who was assisted by former members of Rizzuto’s “inner circle”, Joe Di Maulo and Raynald Desjardins, the other faction was the pro Rizzuto faction led by Mr. Rocco Sollecito and his son Stefano. Although, the anti-Rizzuto faction led by Mr. Desjardins and Mr. Montagna, Mr. Montagna mysteriously was found deceased floating on the shore or a river. Montagna’s death caused six people to be arrested including his partner Mr. Desjardins. Prior to such, the pro-Rizzuto faction led by Mr. Sollecito has been more successful in the succession of taking over Vito Rizzuto’s head of Montreal’s mafia position. It would only make sense for such to occur, considering Sollecito had been a faithful lieutenant to Rizzuto for many years and has maintained a good relationship with another organized crime group, the Hells Angels (Danis, Module 2, Slide 31). This constitutes in making Sollecito a noteworthy candidate to take over the head position of the Montreal mafia considering he demonstrates superb traits of “omerta”, manhood and “onore”, honour (Danis, Module 2, Slide 2). Sollecito also like both Nicolo and Vito Rizzulo, Sollecito preserves resourceful connections. Having said that, one would consider despite all the recently “retired” personals, one would consider Rocco Sollecito for the reasons mentioned above to be the head of the Montreal mafia now. 

	Despite all the successions of the Canadian mafia, Joseph Bonanno can be considered the father of the Montreal mafia. Joseph Bonanno’s involvement with the Canadian mafia was highly significant. Joseph had basically birthed the Canadian mafia through assigning Galante to control Montreal’s illegal gambling. Through this, Joseph was able to assign two other men, Greco and Calabrian to represent the Bonanno family within Montreal. Joseph Bonanno essentially guided the Canadian or more specifically, the Montreal mafia into organized crime. Joseph controlled and monitored Montreal’s organized crime and directed through using his “soldiers” i.e. Greco and Calabrian to do dirty work. The Bonanno family controlled essentially the illegal gambling and the drug trades, precisely heroine. The Bonanno family, Joseph, recognized intense capital potential in the making of the Montreal mafia. The Bonanno family helped montreal control their illegal gambling and take better control of their drug trade market. 
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