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The purpose of writing this essay is to take a deep and critical look at the hip hop genre and its artists in connection with the way that there images, lyrics, music, amongst others reinforce well known stereotypes that are known to exist in this dominant genre today and its effects on the society we live in today. Stereotypes in this sense should not be confused with the likes of prejudices but “simply the consensus belief about a topic based on what people commonly assume” (Chang, 2009, p. 153). There are a lot of stereotypes that are associated and reinforced by artist in the hip hop genre, it is well worth noting that hip hop in comparison with other genres has the most. As this essay progresses I will seek to discuss the four most commonly reinforced stereotypes that are promoted by artists in the hip hop industry such as violence, drugs, money and misogyny (or ingrained prejudice against women) which are all considered today to have a negative impact on our society. To take a broader look at these subjects we would have to first look at a specific artist within the industry like the likes of Curtis James Jackson III, who is better known to the world by his stage name as 50 Cent, an American rapper.
   50 cent is an artist who can be seen as one of the most influential success stories coming out of the music industry today and has been a clear enforcer of the four stereotypes listed above but first of all we will take a look at his background. He rose to fame after the release of his albums “Get Rich or Die Tryin” and the likes of “The Massacre”. He was born in New York city and at a young age was involved in the trade of drug dealing which he left behind later on to further pursue his career as a rapper. By this time he was not as popular as he is today but after the events of 2000 in which the artist was shot at and hit nine times and miraculously survived, he released an album two years later in 2002 which was titled “Guess Who’s back?”. This album release saw his career rise to new heights in the sense that it lead to him being discovered and signed by another famous rapper back then called Eminem. With the aid of Eminem and the likes of Dr Dre he was capable producing his first commercial successes as a rapper and lead to him going on to form his very own record label G- Unit Records which today has signed a number large number of both famous and up and coming artists. From the onset of his career he has been seen to be branded as a thug like character which could have been related to him wanting to maintain his “street rep” or popular image to the society. An example of his branding can be sited in the early day of his career in the sense that he could be seen in his photos and album covers wearing a bullet proof vest and at times chains. As he went on to new heights we started seeing him portrayed as a player, lady’s man and party guy like he exhibited in his music videos such as Candy shop amongst others.  Today he is portrayed to society as an actor, entrepreneur and business man which can be noted in some of his photos which tend to show him in a very serious environment and in a formal attire such as a suit. 
   The first stereotype we will be discussing is violence. Violence can be said to be a reinforced stereotype in the sense that today we tend to see artist grossly demonstrate this in their songs, lyrics and there images. Taking 50 Cent as an example one could tell from the paragraph above that he strongly reinforces this stereotype in the sense that he is branded as a thug and mostly seen in pictures wearing a bullet-proof vest, of which represent violence. He also one of the artist amongst a wide range of other artist in the genre that today reference violence in their lyrics and songs, which leads to violence being a stereotype commonly associated with this genre of music. An example of this can be cited in his song “Officer Ricky (Go Head, Try Me)” whereby we see the extreme use of violence in his lyrics such as “I put a razor thru ya face, I put a nine on my waist” and “I put a pint of blood in the whip, A pint of blood on the ground” (Dee, 2009). The use of statements such as “I put a razo thru ya face” makes a strong statements enough statement that vindicate the fact that violence exist. Although many people have gone on records to state that violence in songs makes the music attractive and appealing must artist have faced strong criticisms from society that has led to their songs or music videos being censored on must radio stations, websites and even in some cases countries. An example of this can be cited in “Smack my B!tch up” by The Prodigy along with 50 Cent, which judging by its name, has been censored or banned by many establishments within the music industry like MTV and even states. It is also well worth noting that this show of violence by artist in there music has been seen to take a negative toll in their own personal lives (Chang, 2009, p.154). We have seen this happen countless times in the case of 50 Cent who has been charged in the past for crimes relating to violence such as domestic violence amongst others. Finally, it is also worth noting that this stereotype has existed long before 50 Cent went into hip hop, during past years, it is stated that other artists such as the likes of “Ice-T, Tupac Shakur and Eminem have come under fire from community groups and government agencies for the use of violent lyrics in their music” (Watkins, 2006, p. 232), which is proof to the extent this has spread.
   The second stereotype to be discussed has been seen by many as both negative and controversial amongst all the stereotypes is drugs. It is a controversial issue in the sense that one can argue that there is no clear evidence or proof that hip hop artists use more drugs than those in any other music genre, but one can argue that drugs are likely mentioned more in hip hop music. As Jeff Chang (2009) argues in an extract of his book that “Many lyrics in this style of music refer to selling drugs as a way to make a living and refer to the use of drugs such as marijuana amongst others” (p. 180). 50 cent can be said to reinforce this stereotype once we take into account his long list of songs which have had references to drugs, most notably his song “A Baltimore love thing” where song portrays the heroin problems in Baltimore, Maryland and places himself in the song as the actual heroin. In another example, 50 Cent in his popular semi-autobiographical movie "Get Rich or Die Tryin'" talked about his rise from a drug dealer to a rapper while Dr. Dre's, another well-known artist in the hip hop world, most notable hip hop album "The Chronic" which referenced marijuana in its title and its content. 
   The third most common stereotype in the hip hop industry is its everlasting ties with money. This is a common in the sense that all artist in all genres, most especially the hip hop genre, want to get rich by acquiring a lot of money but hip hop performers have come to be known for strongly celebrating their money and even exaggerating insanely about how much money they have. This is not a new thing to most people, according to Romero (2012), who states that when hip hop artist perform in their music videos they are seen to frequently show the artists holding stacks of money, wearing expensive jewelry, owning large mansions or estates and driving latest or fancy cars (p. 129). In addition to all of this, many hip hop lyrics reference being rich and spending large quantities of money in an exaggerated way which would seem on imaginable in real life. Although there has been an uproar from many hip hop fans whom have backed hip hop by stating that “Hip Hop is not all about money and women” (Watkins, 2009, p. 112), which most people in our society will find hard to believe. 50 Cent is not at all different from other artists when it comes to this in the sense that he himself has made numerous songs in which both the lyrics and the videos show him of as a rich person in lavishing life style. An example of this can be cited in his famously known song and music video “I Get Money” whereby we hear the line “I get money” repeated over and over again during the course of the song and even as he sings. This song was made official in 2007 and is centered around when he made a 10% investment in Glaceau in exchange for 50 cent endorsing Vitamin Water and for later on allowing Glaceau to create the grape-flavored “Formula 50” around him, but after Coca Cola bought Glaceau for approximately 4.1 Billion dollars he received a sum of 400 million which he claims is “getting money (Dee, 2008). This can be seen in the lyrics of the song where he states “I took quarter water sold it in bottles for 2 bucks, Coca-Cola came and bought it for billions, what the fuck?” (Dee, 2008). Quarter water in this sense meant the little 6 or 8 oz. plastic bottle of flavored water which he claims was available back in the day in his neighborhood for kids at the price of 25 cents.
   The fourth, and last stereotype that will be discussed in this essay is misogyny and inequality when it comes to women in the hip hop genre. This is one of the stereotypes amongst all others that 50 Cent and almost all hip hop artist tend to strictly reinforce, be it on their album covers, songs and music videos. According to Hill and Ramsaran (2009) Misogyny in this genre of music is somewhat expected due to the fact that the hip hop industry is a male dominated, especially when it comes to rap (p. 95). Although there are a number of female artist that have been bold enough to enter the hip hop or rap genre such as the likes of Queen Latifah, Lil Kim and Nikki Minaj amongst others, but have to maintain both a feminine and masculine persona in order to be accepted in the hip hop or rap industry. This has led to women rights groups calling for greater equality and respect for women in our society. Women's groups have often criticized hip hop music for the use of misogynistic lyrics and images. This due to the fact that women are commonly referred to in derogatory terms in some rap music, while scantily clad or underdressed women are also common fixtures in hip hop videos (Hill & Ramsaren, 20009, p. 89). He also goes on to state his belief that “as commercialism has become an increasing necessity, music artists have found sexuality to be a quick and easy way to attract an audience” which judging by what we see in hip hop music videos today can be said to be true. An example of this stereotype being used for commercial or audience gains in connection to it being reinforced by 50 cents can be cited in his very popular music video “Candy Shop”, where we see women being portrayed as objects.  The music video was released in 2005, takes place in a brothel house where 50 Cent is showcased as a dominant figure and the women in the video are represented in limited clothing or at times no clothing.  50 Cent’s use of sexuality to promote his song can be seen on the focus the video, which is on the bodies of these women and their promiscuous roles, and shows that the song promotes negative stereotypes surrounding women.  This is similar to Hill and Ramsaran’s (2009) analyses of this specific video, whereby they states that “the boundaries of the traditional gender roles are strong and obvious in this video as there is no sign of power from the women outside of the use of their bodies in a sexual manner” (p. 93). 50 Cent also reinforces misogyny in the lyrics of his song by using degrading words such as “hoes” to describe the women. The song along with other songs by 50 cent which contained misogyny such as “PIMP”, led to controversy and women groups asking for them not to be aired on radios or shown on music broadcasting channels in the sense that it was totally unacceptable for the 21st century.
 In conclusion, one could say that all the aims of this final paper were achieved. We were able to explore the four most common stereotypes in the hip hop genre, which are violence, drugs, money and misogyny, and the way they are reinforced by a specific artist. We were also able to discuss their effect to the society we live in today and analyze the way it has been perceived by certain members of our society.
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