POL2107C – Fall 2016  							Professor Sophie Bourgault
One-page response papers

· Your response-paper should be no longer than ONE single-spaced page.  No cover page is needed, but make sure that your name and student number name are written on your assignment
· Your thesis must be given in the very first sentence of your paper, and the rest of your paper should support your argument. Since you have a very limited amount of space, be succinct, clear and only discuss what is directly relevant to the question. Please proof-read your work carefully. 
· You must cite the text(s), both for direct quotations and when you paraphrase Plato and/or Sophocles. For Plato, please use in-text references using the Stephanos pagination system. For example:  “Socrates thinks that it is appropriate to compare himself to a gadfly. (30e)”   For Sophocles’ Antigone, you can cite particular page numbers. (If you are not using the particular editions required for this course, you must specify, in a footnote, which edition you are using.)  
· This assignment is due in person, at the BEGINNING of your first discussion group (on Oct.4th). No late response-papers will be accepted (unless accompanied by a medical note). 
· This assignment is worth 5% of your final grade (i.e. half of the 10% allotted to your DGD grade). 


Answer ONE (1) of the following questions: 

1)  Do you agree or disagree with the view that Creon behaved like a tyrannical ruler? 

2)  Is the character Antigone to be seen chiefly as a political or an anti-political figure? 

3)   Do you think that Athenians were right to execute Socrates? Why/why not?

4)   Why did Socrates decide to stay away from politics? Are the reasons he gave convincing?   

5)   Do you agree with Socrates’ view that philosophers should act as ‘gadflies’ and that this is the greatest gift they have to offer their political communities?  Do you think that there are philosophers or social scientists in Canada today who act as gadflies? 


































Sophocles Antigone Personal Response
	
	I believe that in the play “Antigone” by Sophocles Creon, is a tyrannical ruler. He possesses many characteristics (both personal and political) that tyrants possessed in the Classical Age. Examples of these characteristics are: the supreme control of the state (Thebes), the use of violence and oppression to enforce his decisions, and by illegitimately acquiring control over the state. All of these characteristics lead me to believe that in the play Creon is depicted as a tyrannical ruler . 

	A tyrant was one of many types of political leaders in ancient Greece and to a lesser extent, in Rome. They often come to power by acquiring it illegitimately, Creon, is no exception to this. After the deaths of the two Theban co-kings he”had claimed all-powerful kingship of this land”. Having this power meant that Creon was the supreme ruler of the state and because of this, did not need to answer to any law, constitution, or higher political bodies like other rulers do. Unlike a democracy, where the opinions of the entire population are taken into consideration a tyranny only concerns itself with the will of the leader. No other opinions are accepted which can be seen when Creon says “And is Thebes about to tell me how to rule?” demonstrating his tyrannic authority and egoism which we see evidently throughout the play. However, perhaps one of the most defining characteristics which shows that Creon is intact a tyrant in this play is through is very impulsive and unilateral decision making, which he uses violence to enforce and egoism to angrily challenge anyone who disagrees with his decison. Upon his rule he had proclaimed that only one out of the two co-kings would receive a proper burial, and that one was Etiocles. The proclamation was further reinforced by the death penalty should anyone try to burry the other King, Polynices. This is a clear example of tyranny, because a proclamation is not vetted by a higher political organization, laws or a constitution, it is simply an order from the leader. A demonstration of Creon’s egoism to support his ludicrous decision was when he hubristically ignored the advice of the blind prophet, Tiresias who suggested that he should go on with the burial. After questioning his power and calling him a liar Triesias said that Creon was suffering from the sickness known as foolishness and that “I think foolishness is the greatest plague” . This shows not only his egoism, it also reveals the rules made by a sole ruler (who was unchallenged) and who is convinced by his own opinions and proclamations. 

	
	 Altogether, Creon’s illegitimate claim to the throne, the fact that he has supreme control over the state of Thebes because of the fact that he took the throne illegitimately, and through his use of violence and oppression to enforce his decision of leaving Polynices unburied all cement the fact that he is a tyrannical leader.  

