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culture
· complex concept- very hard to precisely define
· why refer to many things and can be used in different ways
· “ all the socially transmitted ideas, practices and material objects that people create to deal with real-life problems”
· (idea, democracy, outlook on life)
· culture helps humans “ adapt to and thrive in their enivronments”
· components of culture: abstraction, cooperation production nand language,

componets of culture
1. abstraction e.g. symbols- 
· symbols are culturally created
· take on tremendous meaning within a culture or subculture
· every cultural group is symbolically constructed through shared symbols
· boundary maintenance- in group and out group
· emile Durkheim- collective representations
· people do not have to be the same but generally agree upon ro identify with these shared symbols
· struggle/ conflict about the meaning of particular symbols
· culture is contested and shaped through conflict and contestation
· 2. Cooperation- norms and values that are reproduced over time
· negative sanctions (punishments) ad positive sactions (rewards)
· 3. Production of material (technology, objects) and non-material culture (norms, spoken language)
· 4. Language, the sapir- whorf hypothesis: a persons thoughts and behaviors are determined by the language that person speaks- strong (deterministic) and weak (realative ) versions
· ethnocentrism; jusging other cultures thrugh your own cultural values/ standards
· Sociology and anthropology- to de-center ethnocentrism

Cultural critique/ analysis
· culture and power
· in the 1970’s the cultureal turn in the social sciences (power, domination, class, nation, gender, race etc)
· can social power operate through the media ? (movies, tv shows, et)
· knowledge of various groups of people and places is partially gained through cultural representation
· how are various groups of people represented
· so even though we live our live in culture we can also analyze the cultural products of societies
ways of thinking about culture
· 1. Culture as territorialized
· eg Canadians culture is in Canada
· so political/ state boundaries can related to natiosl boundaries
· so culture, like ethnicity can mean something about a specific group of people
2. culture as a possession or attribute
· cultured? High brow? Low brow?
· 3. Culture is shared, collective and disrupted
· there is no culture of one
· culture is about shared meaning values and interpretation
· cultural meaning is contested and complex
· 4. Subcutlrues and countercultures
· thera are atlerenatives to the mianstrea subcultures countercultures
· subcutlures exists within mainstream culture but do not seek to replaces/ change the mainstream culture
· authenticity and subcutlures
· skateboarding as a subculture ?
· 5. Culture is something that must be interpreted
· cultural meaning is something that is implicit, we learn it nautrally when we are socialized
· [bookmark: _GoBack]cultural analysis to make the implicit explicit
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