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1. What kinds of research questions are better answered with quantitative methods? What kinds are better with qualitative?

Quantitative methods use numbers and statistics to obtain detailed information on attributes and outcomes and to determine their relationships. Technically, all variables which take part in a quantitative method are measured, even things that technically couldn’t seem to be measured e.g. civil war. Questions that could be answered well using the quantitative technique would be:
· How can ethnicity influence the possibility of civil war?
· Are oil producing countries more or less likely to be democratic?
· Why do some rebel groups steal from civilians while others do not?
On the other hand, Qualitative research uses archival research, interviews, history, takes time to conduct, more depth, less breadth. Is the opposite of quantitative research because it focuses not on numbers but on meaning and importance? 
Questions that could be answered using qualitative research include:
· How voting schemes are influenced; political leader is charismatic and his words are meaningful and can affect how people vote. This cannot be described with numbers
· What kind of emotions and values encourage young people to participate in political events?
· How does the image of the “ideal” man influence men between the ages of 21 and 35?

2. What is the "Tyranny of the Majority"? How does it relate to the different branches of the government? What’s the alternative?











3. What are three characteristics defining democratic system?

The three main characteristics to define a democracy are as follows:
To be considered a democracy, there must exists
· Civil liberties 
· Freedom of speech
· Freedom of press
· Freedom of assembly
· Fair and frequent elections 
· Government cannot try to influence the election schedule
· Elected government
· Government officials must be elected by the entire adult population as a whole
· Or must be accountable to an elected official


5. Whose famous "Dilemma" refers to a trade-off between 2 kinds of govt? Which kinds are they, and which of them best describes Hobbe's Leviathan? Why did he consider this to be the most important type of govt?

Madison’s dilemma is famous for describing the trade-off between effective and limited government. 
Limited government means that the state’s power is relatively weak and citizens are given a great amount a freedom in terms of expressing their personal political interests and identities. 
Effective government on the other hand is when a state has more control over its citizens and manipulates them more easily.  Hobbes believed that the state needed to be strong enough in order to keep people in line and strongly believed in resolving the tension between collective interests and individual interests. Effective government best reflects Hobbes insight on state authority. This type of government was important to Hobbes because he believed that governments such as anarchical ones could be bad for everyone, especially the rich and powerful. He argued that human life flourishes when people are given a certain amount of security of life and property which they can only get from the state. He says, and I quote, that humans are self-interested and that self interest includes a desire for security. ”without government, laws, contracts, law enforcements and justice systems would not exists.   

7. Compare and contrast majority and plurality voting systems with proportional and mixed. In which major ways do they differ?

Majority rule: means that in order for a political party to win there must be 50+1 votes to win the district
Plurality: which ever party gets the most votes wins the seat. (No minimum requirement of votes). 
Both these systems follow the same principle, where the winner takes all. 
On the hand…
Proportional representation (PR): is a system that distributes seats proportionally to the vote each party receives. 
Mixed systems: combine both a plurality and majority electoral rule to elect members to the legislature and then use PR to elect the remainder. 
For both of these voting schemes, there is more than 1 seat per electoral district, which means more than one party can win a seat in the same district. 
How do they differ? Simple. Only one party can win the seat in Majority rule and Plurality rule system whereas more than one political party can win in a PR or mixed system electoral system. 

8. What is Max Weber's definition of the state? And what can we learn from it?

Max Weber’s definition of the state is as follows: “the state has a monopoly on the legitimate use of force”.  
To put things simply, the term monopoly implies that a single unit (party or company) provides a certain service for the people. This unit dominates that area and eliminates competition of providing this service. When Weber says that the state has this effect on legitimate use of force, he is suggesting that the state controls the violence that could occur within a state (amongst groups or individuals, also known as private force). What we can take from this is that without the state, things such as gun control, for example, would not exists. Therefore we need the state to provide this kind of control for its citizens in order to maintain order and peace. He, like Hobbes and Madison, it encouraging the presence of effective state. 




Essay question - pick 1:

1. What are the factors determining whether state is stronger or weaker? Consider historical trajectory of state formation, as well as geographical and cultural factors. 

To determine whether a state is strong or weak, it is important to consider a variety of factors such as, for example: their military, their economy, their cultural identities and their environment. States that are defined as strong as those who initially formed on a basis of conditions? Early state formation is a good way to identify states which have formed and become stronger. In Europe, around 1600, States initially began to form because of war, to protect themselves. Because war equipment is costly, communities needed to establish ways in which they could properly defend themselves during attack while maintaining power. Methods such as taxes were applied. As mentioned in the text book, it was taxation and warfare which assured the sovereignty of the land. Moreover, the cost of fire power was high and therefore states needed to raise taxes in order to afford weapons. This imposed a shift in the economy, also known as an economic boom. While the economy was pushed to develop to help keep up with raised taxes, the agriculture also developed and provided citizens with food. This increased the standard of living for people, which also helped increase the size of the population. increase in population means that more people need work, where companies are developed and provide jobs for people. The growth of the industry encouraged trade, where cities around Europe began to rise along with their economies. 
Economy and military were not the only aspects which contributed to the formation of strong states. When mention agriculture and is important to notice that its growth depends purely on geographical location. Where there is good weather and healthy land, increase in food production is possible. Therefore it would be difficult to form a state in an area where there is little heat or that is infested with forest or mountains. 

Aside from physical factors, cultural identity is crucial in the formation of a strong state. If individuals feel good about their community and can relate to one another in terms of religion, language, politics, etc… then people will develop strong cultural and political identities. This is what will form a community, where people can (most of the time) work together, respect government laws and maintain peace within the state. The degree to which people agree and accept the sovereignty of their state is known to be as the legitimacy of the state. Notice how the strength of a state can grow in certain conditions. Today, it is more difficult to for strong states, simply because time is a factor. States are not as threatened by war as initially, and are not willing to spend on warfare or raise taxes. Also, states which will not develop is sometimes due the fact of initially established comfort among a community. If individuals are comfortable with old laws old military equipment, it will be difficult for them to form a newer stronger state. 
Furthermore, state can be defined by its economy, agriculture, cultural identities and geography. If these aspects are weak, then there will be a tendency to be left with a weaker state. If these aspects are strong, then a legitimate state will be formed, one this I also effective. 

Additional questions

Chapter 1.
1. What is the method of difference?
Is the examination of attributes which are similar but giver different outcomes

2. What is the method of agreement?
Where attributes which are all different are examined but give similar outcomes

3. What is the difference between correlation and causation?
Correlation represents the relationship between attributes; the measurement of association between attributes
Causation is the process or event which causes observable effects 

Chapter 2.
1. What are the differences between state, nation, government and society?
A state is: is the power over a given territory which has been defined by borders.
A nation: is the “soul” of the state. It defines the cultural, religious, political linguistic values within the state. 
A government is a political unit which creates and applies laws and order to a given state
A society: is a group of individuals within a state that follow their own beliefs, religion, politics values and more

Chapter 4
1. What is the difference between authoritarianism and totalitarianism?
Authoritarianism: these regimes are accountable to the public. Public is aloud to participate in politics but the government controls how they do so and to what degree
The is little or no contestation
Totalitarianism: is a regime in which an ideology guides the state and public. There exists forced coercion/mobilization of the population and pluralism is restricted. (coerced mobilization means people are forced to attend rallies and are forced to demonstrate support for the regime

2. What is the difference between communism and fascist ideologies?
Communism: belief that capitalism exploits the poor, the solution is to redistribute wealth, the state controls the economy, one single political party holds power
Fascism: is capitalism plus murder. The state glorifies violence, racism. 

Chapter 5:
1. What are different types of non-democracies?
Monarchy (absolute monarchy, condtitional monarchy)
Single party regimes- one party rules all
Military regime- those in power have participated in the military
Oligarchy: where the leader is rich, leaders are chosen within the family
Thoecracy: leader claims to be spiritual or religious
Personalistic regimes: the glorification of a single person



Chapter 10

1. What is the difference between civil war and revolution?
A revolution is the overthrow of a regime by the local population
Always involves a certain degree of violence and always brings total change










Additional questions

