September 27th, 2016
Political Thought 
Death of Socrates shaped western political philosophy, especially that of Plato
· 399BC Trial in Athens, Socrates found guilty, died a month later
· Info about Socrates comes from Aristophanes, The Clouds and Xenophon, Memorabilia and Plato 
· Not much known, but much is written about him across the ages
· The 3 historical accounts we have though from his contemporaries do not match 
· The Clouds he is an Atheist, Xenophon presents him as pious, and Plato has Socrates views as conflicting  
· The Apology is agreed upon as close writing to what Socrates is like, written by Plato right after Socrates trial 
· Something traumatic about Socrates’ death 
· Dies at the hand of a democratic type of regime, this is proof that democracy is not as such a great regime as made out to be 
· Does Plato’s view on politics get affected by this traumatic event? Everything after the death of Socrates is suspect. His distrust of politics influences everyone who has read his work after him, there is a tension in politics and philosophy 
3 individuals who are responsible for Socrates being in court Minitis, Anitis, Lycon?**** Important MIDTERM *****
The Old Accusations (18b) (Aristophanes)
1. Socrates is a student of all things in the sky and below the earth (Socrates is guilty of being a natural philosopher, one who studies the stars, winds, elements, and tries to study natural phenomenon)
2. Socrates makes the weaker argument the stronger (accused of being a Sophos ((wandering philosophers who wander city to city and explain to rich sons how to speak better rhetoric)) (Accused of teaching B.S, making weak arguments stronger than they should be).
a. Plato considered Sophos’ dangerous because they don’t care about the truth or justice, they only care about being convincing
i. Opinions vs knowledge 
· Socrates argues that he has never charged anything, or never cared for trying to make young men stronger/richer/more powerful, his only concern was their soul. Therefore he isn’t a Sophos
· One of his friends asked a priestess at Delphi if there was any man wiser than Socrates, she said no there is not anyone wiser. Socrates had to figure this out, so he started walking around Athens asking people what they knew. He started with the most distinguished men (the ones reputed to be the wisest), powerful leaders/statesmen, finds they have no knowledge. Then he goes to poets/playwrights, they speak well but know little. Then the craftsmen, they do have some knowledge, knew things he did not know. They think themselves very wise where Socrates thinks himself ignorant.  
<<In my investigation… I found that those who had the highest reputation were nearly the most deficient, while those who were thought to be inferior were more knowledgeable>> (22a) 
· Concludes that maybe yes he is wiser and superior, because he knows he knows nothing
Recent Accusations 
· <<Guilty of corrupting the young and of not believing in the gods of Athens, but in other new spiritual things>> (24b)
· Draws an analogy between him corrupting the young and horse breeders. Does it make sense that out of everyone in Athens that everyone is improving horses? Horse breeding is rare, how could everyone have that kind of knowledge/expertise? How can everyone in Athens be improving the young? It’s only a select few that are improving the young 
· He also says, it would be very incoherent/absurd for Socrates to try and corrupt those he hangs out with, why would he seek to make the people he hangs out with vicious? Nobody willingly seeks that he says . Melitis’ argument doesn’t work 
· Asks Melitis if hes calling Socrates an atheist, Melitis says yes. Socrates asks how he can claim this when Socrates believes in spiritual things, this is a contradiction. Isn’t it true that spirits are pieces or children of the gods? And am I not dedicated to the well-being of the spirit? 
What was behind the trial” politics or religion? Both?
The trial (399 BCE): a few words on context
· 431-404: Pelopponesian War
· 411: Oligarchic Revolution (rule of the 400)
· 404: Oligarchic Revolution (rule of the 30 tyrants) (Critias, one of the tyrants – uncle of Plato)
· Is not an outright hater of democracy because he hung out with some people belonging to the oligarch, doesn’t mean he liked the oligarchy either 
· The rich few have more capacity to harm the city, thus Socrates should spend more time with them to make sure they don’t stray down a path of evil…
Was Socrates a bad (or good) citizen?
<<a man who really fights for justice must lead a private, not public life>> (32a)
<<I went to each of you privately and conferred upon him what I say is the greatest benefit, by trying to persuade him not to care for any of his belonging before caring that he himself should be as good and as wise as possible, not to care for the city’s possessions more than for the city itself>> (36c)
· He was showing people that they weren’t wise, he undermined the authority of the citizens of Athens. If everyone is engaged in acts of criticism, social collusion falls apart. 
· Acts of civil disobedience is a trait of a bad citizen 
· OR Socrates is the model of citizenship
· Socrates saw good citizenship as questioning and criticizing power 
· Nobody knew anything about death, Socrates didn’t care to flee, no one knew if they were etter off dead or alive, only one way to find out. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He does propose a counter penalty that is ridiculous (take one last shot at the demotist), you guys should thank me and give me free meals for the rest of my life 
