Alexie Sherman

-Is descended from Spokane people – Washington state 
 -Like William in the sotry, he has a 21st centruey mind 
Allusion: An indirect or passing reference to an event, person, place, or artistic work which has a relevance that is not explained by the writer but instead relies on the readers familiarity with what is mentioned – often explained in footnotes. 
In Medias res: Stores often begin in medias res (in the middle of things). The story starts abruptly then background material is filled in afterwards. Such is the case in flight patterns 
Closure: Closure is the term for the sense of completetion or resolution at the end of a literary work. While some short stories offer complete closure “story of an hour” many do not. We cannot even be sure that Fekadu’s tale is true- William wants to believe him (281)

Flight Patterns:
The narration in this story is 3rd person limited omniscience . Once or twice we get a brief idea of what the taxi driver is thinking, otherwise the point of view we get is solidly Williams, about music, sex, family, self-doubt, fears, dealing with prejudice, etc. 
The story was published in 2003 when 9/11 was still in the forefront of publicmind. 
	The story itself concerns members of two minorities (on native one not), and is about racial inspired suspicion, about racism and racial profiling, about understanding others whom you might not normally even notice. About the power of family love and about having a foot in each of the two cultures (William wears his hair in braids, but also travels in a suit, and takes business trips so often that flight attendants know his name). Consequently he has more than one “tribe”. Nevertheless his wife is a member of the Spokane tribe, like himself. Despite being quite urban and middle class, he still has a sense of injustice; he has safe and ethical investments, but also worries that his life lacks wilderness. 
The story centres on a business trip which the protagonist is taking. In out edition it is about 6 pages for him to get out the door, 12 to the airport, he never checks in. SO William is en route, but never arrives. 
Like most of Alexis fiction, the narrator has an ironic tone. Alexi also writes in a way that is driven more by characters thoughts or observations than by plot or incident. The story loops along; some of it seems digressive, but most of it is still relevant. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]William self-identifies as a “whimpy liberal pacifist” and consequently tried to negate “class differences” (carries own bags etc.). 
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