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Opinion Piece 1: Canadian Politics 

	After analyzing the document that describes the Canadian political system, there are numerous statements that I agree or disagree with. Firstly, the document correctly states that the Canadian political system is a variation of the Westminster government system. However, it also states that this model is used in countries such as New Zealand, Australia, and United States which is partially incorrect - the United States does not use the Westminster system. Another topic that the document discusses is elections. It states that the elections are held every 4 to 5 years which is correct. Although shortly after, it states that the timing of elections is a matter of convention and nowhere in the Canadian constitution does it specify that the elections must take place at definite intervals which is incorrect. According to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, “No House of Commons and no legislative assembly shall continue for longer than five years from the date fixed for the return of the writs at a general election of its members” (Section 4). Within the constitution it explicitly states that there is a fixed interval for the elections to take place. Furthermore, Parliament passed a bill in 2007 that established a fixed-date for elections every 4 years on the third Monday in October (The Canadian Encyclopedia, 2015). 
	Subsequently, the document talks about the purpose of the elections in the Westminster system. The first statement is incorrect in saying that the purpose of the elections is to choose an executive branch or government. In actuality, the population elects a Parliament, not a government. The parties elected then come together and select who governs the country (McGill, 2009). This does not necessarily mean that the party with the most elected seats governs the country. Although that is frequently the case, there have been cases in Canadian history where the winning party has not formed the government. For example, in 1925 William Lyon Mackenzie King became Prime Minster and his party formed the government based on the progressive members of Parliament, despite the Conservatives having more seats (The Canadian Encyclopedia, 2015). The leader of the party with the most seats does become the Prime Minister, however the powers and responsibilities are not defined in any constitutional document (The Canadian Encyclopedia, 2015).
	Lastly, the document discusses how the government stays in power and what happens if it loses confidence of the Parliament. Once again, the document incorrectly states that after a government, or executive branch, gets elected by the people, they are no longer required to maintain the support of the House of Commons. The people are not electing the government or the executive branch, but rather a Parliament. The government in control must always maintain confidence of the House of Commons, otherwise a no-confidence vote can take place (McCullough, 2016). This does not mean a government has lost the confidence of the Parliament if they lose a vote on any issue in the House of Commons. Although in the circumstance that the government loses the confidence of the Parliament, and they also lose the no confidence vote, then the sitting government must resign and another parliamentary election will take place (McCullough, 2016). 
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