THEOLOGY MIDTERM STUDY GUIDE 

The definition of Christian Ethics: 

1#: “Christian ethics is the branch of theology that studies human acts insofar as they are subject to the moral law, to it’s imperatives and the obligations determined by these, in light of revelation.” (PINKAERS). 

 Divine Command [if god wills, it must be okay]
 Natural Law [god’s will and reason]

2#: “Christian ethics is that branch of theology that studies human acts in order to conform them to duty and to the norms imposed on us by reason and by the will of God, in the light of reason.” 
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 Normative and philosophical
  Division of duties to God, one’s self, and one’s neighbor
[Connoting a greater interiority] 

3#: “Christian ethics is that branch of theology that studies human acts in order to direct them to the attainment of true happiness and to the ultimate end of the person, by means of the virtues, and this in the light of revelation.” 

[THOMAS AQUINAS]

 Eudaimonism: right action as that which leads to the well being of the individual [overall happiness is what matters]
 The good outweighs obligation or command

4#: “Christian ethics is a branch of theology that studies human acts in order to conform them to the values contributing to human enrichment, and this in the light of revelation.” 

 Vital values: health, general well being, ecology. 
 Sense values: pleasure.
 Ascetic values: arts, disciplines.
 Integrated of social, moral, religious, spiritual, and mystical values.

5#: “Christian ethics is the branch of theology that studies human acts so as to direct them to a loving vision of God seen as our true, complete happiness and our final end. This vision is attained by means of grace, the virtues, and the gifts, in the light of revelation and reason.” 
 Open up lines of communication between scripture & the Christian ethicist.
 Decisive issue: intersection of Christian morality with Christian personality “where the spirit dwells”. 

The Old Testament & Christian Ethics:
By JOHN ROGERSON

· The terms “Jewish Bible” and “Jewish Scriptures” most naturally refer to texts held sacred by and used distinctively within Judaism.
· Jews believe that God revealed two laws to Moses on Mount Sinai—a written law and an oral law.
· Continues to be a process of legal and scriptural interpretation within Judaism designed to discover God’s will for every day life.
· PROBLEMS:  1) Jacob and Elkanah have two wives, because Israelite society is polygamous. 2) Joshua, at God’s command, kills the entire population of conquered towns. 3) David commits adultery with the wife of one of his soldiers who is away fighting, and then arranges for the man to be killed in battle, after he discovers that she is pregnant. 
· If God commanded it, then it must be right?
· The content in the Old Testament is offensive and illegal today. 
· In actuality, they cover limited aspects of daily life.
· Contract = can be terminated. Covenant = binding obligations. Divine authority.
· The laws in the Old Testament were not universally binding. They were for Ancient Israel. 
· Picking between two evils. We also don’t have a proper understanding of the Old Testament. It must not be taken seriously.  


Morality without a Lawgiving God?:
By PAUL COPAN

· New atheists still lack the moral foundations to justify genuine moral criticism of theism, nor can atheism truly ground moral value or human dignity and worth.
· Example: When a male cannot find a mate, his subconscious drive to reproduce his own species makes him force himself upon a female. But if the rape impulse happens to be embedded into human nature rom antiquity and if it bestows biological advantage, how can the authors suggest that this behavior ought to be ended? The authors’ resistance to rape, despite its naturalness, suggests objective moral values that transcend nature. 
· There’s no difference between whether I ought to be moral or whether I ought to be hungry, since both are functions of evolutionary hardwiring. 
· Yes, atheists can know that rape is wrong, but that’s no surprise if they have been made in the image of God, whom they refuse to acknowledge. 
· How did they come to be rights bearing, valuable persons? The problem isn’t one of knowing—It’s one of being. DATE RAPE AS AN EXAMPLE*****

We have moved beyond this God (Haven’t We?):
By PAUL COPAN

The Gospel & Christian Ethics:
By OLIVER O’DONOVAN

· Christian ethics must arise from the gospel of Jesus Christ, otherwise it could not be Christian ethics.
· The meaning of the resurrection, is that is it God’s final and decisive word on the life of his creature, Adam. 
· The raising of Christ is representative, not in the way that a symbol is representative, expressing a reality which has an independent and prior standing, but in the way that a national leader is representative when he brings about for the whole of his people whatever it is, war or peace, that he effects on their behalf. 
· Through a unique presence of God to his creation, the whole created order is taken up into the fate of this particular representative man at this particular moment of history, on whose one fate turns the redemption of all.
· The sign that God has stood by his created order is to be totally restored at the last. 
· There is the created order and there is natural knowledge: there is the new creation and there is revelation in Christ.
· The spirit is the same freedom as that which Jesus first achieved in his subjectivity—objectively from our point of view.
· Christian freedom—the spirit—allows man to take moral responses creatively.
· The Holy Spirit evokes our free response to this reality as moral agents.
· Spirit forms and brings to expression appropriate pattern of free response to objective reality. 
· Love unites diverse vocations
· Love reflects natural structure: love of God, love of neighbor. Acts reveal character.

The Church:
By OLIVER O’DONOVAN

· The church represents God’s Kingdom by living under its rule, and by welcoming the world under its rule. 
· It is ruled and authorized by the ascended Christ alone and supremely; it therefore has its own authority; and it is not answerable to any other authority that may attempt to subsume it.
· The members of Christ’s church are children of the covenant.
· The church represents what it means to be God’s good creation.
· It tells the story of being the people of God.
· Prayer, preaching, baptism, communion, are all marks of the church.

The Current State of Christian Ethics:
By MICHAEL BANNER

· Moral theology is insufficiently interested in the social, specifically it lacks a concern for the plausible narration of moral lives, and this lack of concern has doleful consequences for its apologetic, or as I would prefer to say, its therapeutic or evangelical responsibilities and potential.
· Moral theology = misdirection & further that this alienation entails its own therapeutic incapacity. 
· Moral theology needs more vindication.
· Moral theology has offered nothing by way of treatment and is at best, cosmetic.
· Moral simply classifies an action right or wrong. it is accessible to all people.
· Moral philosophy: dissociates itself from the social altogether, resolutely failing to reckon with the fact that morality must be understood as a social practice.
· Moral philosophy has no interest in social anthropology.
· Moral philosophy has no interest in moral practice either. Its real interest is in the descriptive and empirical. 
· Moral theology can learn the better to display and explain the character and form of the Christian life—and to engage constructively and therapeutically with other forms of human being.
· Social anthropology: gives an account of how people live which is ‘once psychologically and socioculturally realistic’. It provides a credible account of how people live their lives and make decisions OR how cultural meanings, norms and values shape social life in profound ways. 
· Social anthropology is the comprehension of the social against which moral philosophy has turned, and in which social theology has, misguidedly been uninterested. 
· ** Remember painting where priest looks like he’s on sick crack.

Augustine: City of God:
BY OLIVER O’DONOVAN & JOAN LOCKWOOD O’DONOVAN

· The city of God. The church as a heavenly city or kingdom. Ruled by loved which triumphs over everyone who is self indulgent and filled with pride. Created after the sack of Rome.
· Happiness is all that matters, and this was realized through a life of worshipping God, in the city of God, as created.
· Love of God: Eternal life in God’s presence.
· Love of Self: enjoy the things in this world.
· “Order is the disposition of equal and unequal things in such a way as to give to each it’s proper place”.
· Successive levels of human society: family, household, political community, universe (relationship between the divine, holy angels, heaven etc).
· The susceptibility to harm?
· Without pilgrimage and a world without God, you cannot hope to be happy. Lol. 

Thomas Aquinas:
BY SERVAIS PINCKAERS

· It’s foundation, as freedom, is the university of truth and goodness, its object, the ways and means leading us to our end. Since it is human, it can swerve from its movement toward the end, truth and goodness.
· His focus is happiness rather than obligation, rather than commandments and sin. His theory is based on wisdom, fostering the intimate collaboration of intellect and will, rather than on voluntary obedience.
· This harmony is very profound, for all moral theory implies a certain idea of freedom, even before it has been articulated.
· The possibility of doing evil, which was contrary to this finality, did not, according to Thomas, belong to the nature of freedom, but was merely a sign of freedom and resulted from a deficiency.
· It was in man’s freedom, in his control over his own actions, that he [Thomas] imaged God.
· It was introduced by a preamble on sense knowledge and placed among questions on the appetitive powers: the sensible appetite as a preamble, then the will and finally free will. From this arrangement we can already see clearly the dependency of free will in relation to intellect and will.
· Law in the Summa: Eternal Law: the divine rule and measure of divine reason.
Natural law: human participation in eternal law.
Human law: arrangements of a particular kind derived from natural law.
Divine law: designed to achieve harmonious relationships between God and humanity.
· New law transforms and fulfills old law.
· The freedom to act freely with excellence and perfection. You don’t choose evil because theres a lack of freedom.

Martin Luther:
BY BERND WANNAWETSCH

· His handling of the issue of commandment, law, and obedience mirrors his theological imagination, which revolves around the primacy of God’s efficacious word that creates its own response in faith.
· Salvation was gained through faith alone.
· The bible was the sole source for religious truth.
· Lutherans rejected five of the seven sacraments because the bible did not mention them: the sale of indulgences, confession, pilgrimages, prayers to saints, and the elaborate ritual of the catholic mass.
· Clergy were permitted to marry.
· Luther envisages a necessary movement from the hand by way of the mouth, up to the heart. 
· Divine authority: souls, eternity, and matters of faith.
· Temporal authority: taxes, revenue, honor and respect, restricted to what can be seen, known, judged, evaluated, punished, and acquitted, body and property. 
· Luther understood faith not as a cognitive or ‘inner’ state of affairs but as a ‘work’ in its own right: an inner movement that cannot rest. 

JOHN CALVIN
BY GUENTHER H. HAAS

· He places enormous stress upon motive and intention in human action.
· The fall means that man & women stress upon motive and intention in human action.
· 5 POINT TULIP:
1) Total depravity: sin has affected all parts of man. Man’s heart is said to be evil. He cannot understand spiritual things. A child of wrath. Because we are of fallen nature, we are born again, but not because of our will, but of God’s. Predestination.
2) Unconditional election: God does not base his election on anything he sees in the individual. 
3) Limited atonement: Jesus died only for the elect. Though Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient, it was not effective for everyone.
4) Irresistible grace: When God calls his elect into salvation, they cannot resist. God offers to all, the gospel message is called the external call. But to the elect, he offers an internal call that cannot be resisted. This is done by the Holy Spirit, who calls all those elected for repentance and regeneration. 
5) Perseverance of the saints: Those saved are eternally secure. You cannot lose your salvation. God promises to never let us be tempted by what we cannot handle. God has elected, the son has redeemed and the Holy Spirit has applied salvation. 
· 3 uses of moral law: theological, civil, and pedagogical.
· He does not think something is morally good just because God commands it.

20TH CENTURY DEVELOPMENTS:
BY SCOTT R. ERWIN

· “We are well aware of the sin of all the nations, including our own, yet we believe the task of defending the rich inheritance of our civilization to be an imperative one.”
· “The democratic nations of the world are involving themselves more inexorably in world catastrophe by their very efforts to avert or avoid it.”
· Neibuhr viewed Augustine as part of the problem and not the solution.
· Since Augustine believes that evil started with Adam, and is hereditary that means it was passed down.
· Neihbuhr believes that sin is rooted in the consciousness of a human being and cannot be literally passed down. 
· Christians had a moral responsibility to make difficult judgments in history while maintaining humility with regard to the shared fallibility of humanity. 
· Niebuhr founded and served as the chairman of the American Friends of German Freedom, a group dedicated to raising awareness about and providing support to German citizens involved in active resistance within their country.
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