Theology Study Guide

Evangelicalism:

1) What drives evangelicalism as a powerful global movement?
It is a dynamic movement that adapts & responds to culture and is influenced by other such movements. 

2) What about evangelicalism is relevant to Christian ethics?
Connects salvation & sanctity with a certain moral order on both individual & communal. 
Christian ethics reminds us of the value of human life.

3) How do the primary evangelical virtues factor into Christian ethics?
Faith, hope & love help us to deliberate and make the best possible decision for the best possible outcome. The goal is to spread the good and to promote it. 

Faith: The root of moral action (our faith in God)
Love: The moral field upon us (our environment)
Hope: The condition for our acting (the way we act, and reason)

These are like guidelines for everyday living. Ethical deliberation.

Examples: Martin Luther King Jr. Aquinas, Augustine, Luther, Ghandi. Retaliation without violence. 

Christianity & Human Rights:

1) What is the paradox of human rights that Witte answers?
Religion is inescapable. It is apart of everyday life. Human rights regime provides the best global norms and practices for doing justice and establishing moral order.

2) What are Witte’s main theses in relation to religion & human rights?
Religion must have a great role in the cultivation of human rights.  -- Human right musts have a larger place in the calculations of religious bodies.

3) What important historical investments has Christianity made into the idea of human rights?
Catholic 1st Great Rights Movement & Protestant Reformation 2nd Great Rights Movement

4) How do Christian scholars differ in their understanding & of the relationship between Christianity & human rights?


Feminism: 

1) What characteristics mark the relationship between Christianity and gender roles?
Bible: Men have the primary responsibility to herd & tend the flocks, to engage in agriculture and to govern. Women stay at home to nurture children. 

Church: Thought women could escape domestic life by becoming nuns. Men more aggressive & rational and women are more emotional and nurturing.

Modern: Women still struggle though they’ve gained the right to vote.

Injustice & Liberation:

1) What are important elements of Martin Luther King’s refusal of injustice and the nonviolent movement he led against it?
Resignation, violence, nonviolence resistance, active attempt of goodwill, ghandi—love force, noncooperation, civil disobedience, prophetic, pastoral, impartial, pedagogical.

2) What are the main characteristics of liberation technology?
To help the poor, through civic affairs. 

Globalization:

1) What does the globalization of Christian ethics entail for Stackhouse?

FOUR MOTIFS: 
1. The created world is good, although creation and all in it has become distorted and broken. (God created the world, but humans are destructive and have chosen a new path)
2. History is lived in the tension between the way things are and both the first principles of right and the ultimate ends that God intends for humanity and the world that we can come to know. (God has preordained our destinies, but not what comes before that)
3. In that context, Christians interpret historical developments and civilizational shifts in terms of God’s providential grace. (All the sin we’ve done as humans, religious wars, holocaust etc.)
4. We can understand that globalization involves both error and sin and prospects for a better world, one that anticipates in some modest measures our ultimate destiny symbolized as an inclusive heavenly city, the image of a complex and holy civilization that comes to us by grace. (Hope for a better world, despite all the sins we’ve committed)

2) How do different ethical approaches fit together in the context of globalization according to Stackhouse?
Deontological ethics, teleological, and moral hermeneutics of responsibility 

Sexual Ethics:  

1) What according to the lecture on sexual ethics is the key theme to this issue? 
CHASTITY

Bible states that marriage is sacred and two people become one. It also states to know how to control your own body and not to exploit your brother or sister. Marriage leads to procreation which is good. Marriage is sacred and a covenant.

2) What problems does Woodhead associate with limiting the context of sex to the individual (or even a couple) and their personal pleasure?
-privatization of sex
-consequence of privatization: individualization & hedonization. 
-discourse about love
-affirms tradition
-affirms biblical grounding

Debating Marriage:

1) What arguments are there for same sex marriage?
-Fundamental human right
-Essential civil right
-Extension of legal benefits
-Protection from discrimination
-Confers social approval
-Focus on core issue of love

Naussbaum says that the state should not deal with marriage.

2) What are arguments are there against same sex marriage?
-Religious (unbiblical, unnatural)
-Contradiction of terms
-Fails children
-Violates common good
-Dis-integrates human sexuality
-Lacks universality

3) What is the legitimate role of the state with regard to the institute of marriage?
-Legitimate state interest in procreation
-The state must interfere only when necessary 
-Adoption example, homosexual parents are capable of raising a child just as well as a heterosexual couple.

Abortion:
1) What are the main arguments for and against abortion?
AGAINST: 
-Life begins at conception (abortion = murder)
-Adoption is a viable alternative and accomplishes the same result
-Abortion is not a form of contraception

FOR:
-If a woman were raped, forcing her to carry the child would cause further damage
-Control over one’s body is a civil human right
-Distinction between personhood and human life

2) What types of questions are important to debate over abortion?
-Banner: Is there fetus a person? 
Haurwas: most people getting abortions do not understand what they are doing morally. The fetus is considered a child, and they are going against the sanctity of life.
Naussbaum: It has nothing to do with religion 

3) Why is abortion a religious issue?
-Procreation

Physician Assisted-Death:

1) Why is PAS-D, more than just about the person dying?
-The reason why it is more about the individual dying is because it is how and when the person dies. By receiving the help from a physician, we are interfering with the natural order of things. It is more important that the person is alive. 

The Environment:

1) How was Christianity historically implicated in the global ecological crisis?
-Because God created the earth and wanted us to be fruitful and procreate and now we’ve ruined it, through pollution, some people don’t have access to water, exploitation of earthly goods,

2) Pope Francis’ uncertainties
-We’ve polluted the earth and we consume at an unbelievable rate. We came after the earth was created, and he says that now there is doubt that we are too late and to repair would be difficult.

3) How do human beings factor into concerns about the environment?
-Our problem is consumption. We are the human beings that are exploiting the earth’s natural resources. 
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