Lecture 3: Writing Systems
[bookmark: _GoBack]How do we define “writing”? 
1. Physical writing 
2. Literature 
3. Graphic marks to represent specific linguistic utterances 
WRITTEN VS SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
	SPEECH
	WRITING

	Bound to utterance time
	Timeless

	Contextual
	Autonomous

	Evanescent
	Permanent

	Audible
	Visible

	Produced by voice
	Produced by hand



WRITING IS SECONDARY TO SPEECH

	ARGUMENTS FOR

	Writing must be taught

	Writing can be edited

	Writing does not exist everywhere

	Neurolinguistic evidence

	Archeological evidence



	Arguments for
	Arguments against 

	Writing must be taught
	Writing must be taught

	Writing can be edited
	Writing can be edited

	Writing does not exist everywhere
	Writing is more physically stable

	Neurolinguistic evidence
	

	Archeological evidence
	



WRITING AND CULTURE 
· The effects of writing on culture have not always been viewed positively 
· Writing is inhumane, pretends to establish outside of the mind what in reality can only be in the mind.
· Writing destroys memory.
· A written text in unresponsive.
*** WRITING  LANGUAGE ***


HOW IS WRITING SYMANTIC? 
1) It has a systematic relationship to the language
2) It has  a systematic internal organization of its own 

VIDEO: Types of writing systems 		                  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2TVRjK3aHc
WRITING SYSTEMS 


                                                                        
                                                                              Abugidas
- Phonographic                 Phonemic                   Abjads                   
                                           Syllabic                    Alphabets 
- Morphographic (or logographic)
PHONOGRAPHIC WRITING SYSTEMS 
· More heavily weighted toward sound based end of continuum 
· BUT there is not always a one-to-one correspondence between graphemes and sounds in many of these systems 						                E.g. Finnish/Spanish vs English or French 

TYPES OF PHONOGRAPHIC WRITING SYSTEM
· Syllabic 
· Each character usually represents a syllable
       E.g. Japanese, Cherokee, Ancient Persian 
· Abugidas
· Represents consonants with full graphemes and vowels didactics		                    E.g. Devanagari 
· Abjads 
· Represents only consonants (and long vowels)
E.g. Hebrew, Arabic
· Alphabets 
· E.g. roman (English, French, Finnish, Turkish, etc.)
· E.g. Cyrillic (Russian, Serbian, Ukrainian) 
MORPHOGRAPHIC WRITING SYSTEM 
· Rely predominately on the correspondence between a written grapheme and a particular morpheme, primarily the meaning of that morpheme.
· E.g. Chinese  (where each character stands for a word as a whole)

