
Chapter One Book Notes. 

· Thus, an argument is a set of claims, one of which is meant to besupported by the others.
· Each time we move from a premise or set of premises to a conclusion, we infer or make an inference.
· Argument + conclusion = premises.
· A conclusion is a claim meant to be supported by reasons offered in the argument.  A premise is a claim put forth as a reason for a conclusion
· An argument in our sense is not a dispute.
· Arguments may occur in any context and involve any subject matter. Further, the subject matter can be trivial (“You better get your feet off the coffee table. Mother’s coming.”) or profound(“Innocent children suffer and die every day in this world. That shows life has nomeaning.”).
Our definition of “argument” tells us that the claims that constitute premises are meant to support the conclusion.

Suppose the first example said: “Today is the 5th. So yesterday was the 4th.”

Or this: “Since today is the 5th, yesterday was the 4th.” 

Either of these additions makes clear that an argument is being offered and that “Yesterday was the 4th” is its conclusion. 

Similarly, the second passage would not be puzzling if it said “All people are corrupt by nature. Thus, everyone around me is corrupt.” 

· Nor would there be a problem if it said “Because all people are corrupt by nature, everyone around me is corrupt.” Here too the added words remove the ambiguity. We do have an argument, the first sentence being the premise, the second the conclusion.
Conclusion indicators are words used to indicate that a conclusion is about to be drawn.

 Premise indicators are words used to indicate that a premise is about to be given. 

· common CONCLUSION indicators are:
· Therefore 
· Hence
·  Consequently 
· We may concludeIt follows that 
· This entails that
· Which shows that 
· Here are some of the reasons why 
Other PREMISE indicators include:

· Since 
· Because
· For the reason that
· Seeing as 
· As is implied by
· The reason is that 
· On account of the fact that
· Arguments are sets of claims, so questions, commands, exaltations, and exhortations cannot be parts of arguments because they make no claims. 
· Arguments that have implicit premises or conclusions are called enthymemes.
If the crippling debts of Third World nations can be eased, then the national economies of these countries can start to grow at a healthy rate. And if these economies can experience growth, then millions of people can work their way out of poverty and starvation. Fortunately, it is possible to ease the debts of these nations; thus their economies can experience growth. Therefore it is possible for millions of the world’s poorest people to find their way out of the cycle of poverty. 

There are two inferences here:

PREMISE 1 : If the debts of Third World nations can be eased, then the national economies of these countries can start to grow at a healthy rate.

PREMISE 2: The debts of Third World nations can be eased.

CONCLUSION: The national economies of these nations can grow at a healthy rate. 

                                                                     OR

PREMISE 1 : If the economies of debtor nations can start to grow at a healthy rate, then millions of people can work their way out of poverty.

PREMISE 2: The national economies of these nations can grow at a healthy rate.

CONCLUSION: Millions of people can work their way out of poverty.

Here is one sort of case where it may seem we have a single argument but more than one conclusion: 

Erlich forgot to pay his gas bill again. It looks like the poor guy is obsessed with finishing the novel he has been writing. Anyway, he sure will be cold 

We might take this to be a single argument with two conclusions:

PREMISE: Erlich forgot to pay his gas bill again

CONCLUSION 1 : Erlich is obsessed with finishing the novel he is writing.

CONCLUSION 2: Erlich will be cold this winter.this winter. 

                                          The argument is best understood in this way:

PREMISE: Erlich forgot to pay his gas bill again.

CONCLUSION: Erlich is obsessed with finishing the novel he is writing.

                                                             And separately:

PREMISE: Erlich forgot to pay his gas bill again.

CONCLUSION: Erlich will be cold this winter.

· Definitions 
· An argument is a set of claims, one of which is meant to be supported by the others. 
· A conclusion is a claim meant to be supported by reasons offered in an argument. 
· A premise is a claim put forth as a reason for a conclusion.(Argument conclusion premises) 
· An inference is a move from premises in an argument to a conclusion. 
· Inference indicators include premise and conclusion indicators. 
· Conclusion indicators are words used to indicate that a conclusion is about to be drawn. 
· Premise indicators are words used to indicate that a premise is about to be given. 
· Enthymemes are arguments that have implicit (unstated) premises or conclusions.
·  An intermediate conclusion in an argument is a claim that is supported by some other claim or claims, but that itself also provides support for a further conclusion. 
· The final conclusion of an argument is the argument ’s final point, the conclusion that is not itself a premise for anything else in that argument. 
· Simple arguments are arguments that have no intermediate conclusions (that contain only one inference).
·  Complex arguments are arguments that have at least one intermediate conclusion (contain more than one inference).

