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Movie – “The Day of Empires Has Arrived”
· Empire was thought to bring wealth, brought conflict
· Europe in 1900 was a continent of empires
· Imperial and Royal, all under some form of monarchy
· Europeans leaned on traditions of the past
· Queen Victoria’s grandson was king of Germany
· King of Belgium was queens first cousin, queens eldest son was married to princess of Denmark
· Long standing friendship between Britain and many of the states in the German empire
· Important truth about Europe was not links but divisions, marked by frontiers of empires
· German in north, Austro-Hungarian in middle, Turkish in south and Russian Empire
· Unlimited autocracy in Russia
· The Romanovs were Tsars, represents autocracy in its present form
· To emperor of all the Russias belongs supreme and unlimited power
· links between church and state were of the closest
· Foreign influence in St. Petersburg was considerable
· 1900 Tsar was Nicholas II
· Western opinion was that he was not a bad man like his ancestors but that he was weak
· His wife, Empress Alexandra, was strong willed and tried to make her husband an autocrat envisaged by the empire, in vain
· Power of tsar I 1900 was embodied in the great Russian army (1,000,000 men could be 3,000,000 men in war)
· Link between tsar and army was linchpin of empire
· In 1900 Russian empire seemed still and an expanding force
· No where in Europe was Russia more threatening than in A-H, watched closely in Vienna
· A-H empire was direct heir of holy roman empire of the middle ages
· House of Hapsburg held imperial title since 1273
· Antiquity filled lives of Hapsburgs with pomp and ceremony
· Ruler of Empire in 1900 was Emperor Franz Joseph, came to throne in 1848
· His wife Elizabeth didn’t like life as an Empress, she escaped
· 1867 Josephs brother had been executed
· His heirs died
· 1866 serious defeat by Prussia
· 1867 forced to write Hungary a separate constitution
· Differences which divided his subjects
· All looked to Joseph for protection against oppression and each other, if he failed the loyalties of many of these people to house of Hapsburg would soon disappear
· Hapsburg empire has often been called ramshackle but it did possess considerable economic strength, had considerable support from the Pope and the Catholic Church 
· The infidel Turk was somewhat of a nightmare in Europe as the century began
· In 1900 the sultan still ruled over much of Albania, what is now Yugoslavia and Greece….
· Conqueror was Sultan Suleiman – The Magnificent not easy for his successors to live up to his example 
· The Mighty Continent
· In 1683 the Turks attacked Vienna, King of Poland defeated the Turks outside Vienna, it was his dream to give the barbarian conquest for conquest
· Greatest justification for conquering spirit was Constantinople, no lack of reason for wishing the Turks out of it
· Before 1900 Turkey had been known as sick man of Europe
· When her subjects rebelled she was capable of kindling cruelty in their suppression
· Relationship between Austria and Germany in 1900 alliance was relatively new and untested
· German empire was result of victories in war
· King of Prussia as emperor Wilhelm of Germany 1861
· Count Otto Von Bismarck Germany’s iron Chancellor
· Cool and subtle statesman
· German princes had lost much of their independence
· Creation of the Empire coincided with a burst in nationalism(?)
· Under Prussian leadership this influence always bore a military aspect, German Empire took on Prussian influence
· German Empire was most effective military machine
· Germany respected the Prussian example, symbol of Germany was the soldier
· Besides being an Empire in Europe Germany possessed an Empire overseas
· Now set out on dangerous course of attaining a high seas fleet
· What was German fleet for? In secret was to challenge on day the supremacy of Britain’s great navy
· Hostility towards Britain surprised visitors
· Antagonism was heightened, Jan 1901 mutual dislike between Britain’s new king (Edward VII) and King of Germany(?)
· Decade that followed was Edwardian era, called a Golden Age (it was for a happy few)
· Technology had transformed business of travel – trains going all over Europe
· Russian Grand Dukes favored Monte Carlo
· King Edward favored Cannes
· “Edwardians were vulgar to a degree”
· No age can show such unlimited addiction to food
· This was even more tasteless because it was performed in face of profound inequality
· Large part of working class all over Europe only knew great poverty
· Part of pop below working class there was much destitution
· British Empire was largest in world based on sea power
· Some didn’t live just as British did (Canada)
· 1900 British Empire faced test of war when Canada Australia and New Zealand sent men to deal with Boar in South Africa, people of mixed European dissent, none shared British ideas, evolved their own form of independence
· People in Europe regarded the British treatment of these simple people as cruel
· Special reason for disliking Britain
· France had been close to war with Britain over the Sudan two years earlier, wherever they looked the British were always there
· The French had been hurt in their imperial 
· 1830s French energy was channeled into conquest of Algeria
· French foreign legion was created
· In aftermath of defeat by Germany in 1871 – “Frenchman always had a trumpet sounding in his ears….”
· After 1871 the military glory decided was revenge on Germany
· Expanding imperialism is not best political incentives
· By 1900 France thanks to her army and Empire was a great power again
· Spain had been forerunner of modern empire builders
· Holland in 1900 was wealthy in trade from East Indies
· Belgium had only existed as independent state since 1830
· King Leopold II set up a national body in Congo Basin
· Ivory and rubber became state commodities, inhuman ways to ensure the Africans produced such commodities
· Belgium was enriched while King Leopold obtained a private estate 9 times the size of Belgium, aroused outcry all over Europe
· Congolese learned hatred
· Italy in 1870 decided she too deserved an empire of her own, 1889 obtained Eritrea and Somalia but they brought her little but cost
· 1896 Italy attempted to impose a ‘protectorate’ over Abyssinia (Ethiopia) the Italian military was annihilated by the Ethiopians
· Italy cast avid glances in all directions as the century dawned
· Europeans in first decade were unashamed by impulse
· Deemed it natural to rule over others
· Old antagonisms of race, religion, etc was added class conflict
· Germany’s feud with France, Russia with A-H, Turk feud with Greeks, everyone almost with Britain, etc
· Question whether national feud or class feud would be the one to humble the mighty continent
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· First decade was only a golden age on the surface
· People proclaiming they had nothing to loose but their chains
· Catholic Church was pillar of A-H, Anglican England, Protestant Germany, Orthodox Russia
· Landed aristocracy enjoyed great influence and set the social tone
· Europe predominantly a continent of peasants
· New population, industry required workers, proletariat, who lived near it
· Workers taken out of the country
· New pop did not always share bourgeois reverence for Church and state
· Origin of trade unions, legalized in most countries by beginning of the century except Russia
· Fear increased pace of social reform
· Bakunin’s anarchism movement grew
· 1893 bomb in French National Assembly, 1894 President of Republic assassinated…
· 1903 in London, Russian Social Revolutionaries held a meeting, Bolsheviks supported Lenin
· War against Japan proved disastrous for Russia, exemplified its weaknesses 
· Jan 9 1905 – Bloody Sunday – workers of St Petersburg planned to take petition to the Tsar in the Winter palace, when they reached an arch their way was blocked by police, infantry opened fire
· Nicolas II had not been at the Winter Palace all along
· Bloody Sunday marked the beginning of the 1905 revolution, failure didn’t overturn the aristocracy but it was never the same again, turning point
· The working class had been shown the contents of its armory
· Rev in Russia in 1905 provided much food for thought for liberals and socialists all over Europe
· Most powerful socialist party in Europe was Germany’s, 56 seats in Reichstag
· By 1913 they had become largest single party in Reichstag
· Turned away from idea of revolution, thought socialism would gain power through gaining seats
· Confusing to see a Marxist socialist party in Germany helping to keep system upright
· Liberals meanwhile in England were turning the system upside down
· 1906 Liberalism won its last grand triumph, a landslide victory in Parliament, sweeping reforms, bitter attack on the rich
· 1908 laid stages for welfare Britain
· 1909 George brought in people’s budget, another attack on the rich, lords threw it out but it was still implemented
· 1906 new phenomenon, Labor Party formed of members of parliament
· 1914 Ulster brought Britain to edge of civil war, wave of anarchy
· In France agitation took two forms, French socialists were unified looking for reform through parliament, union was looking to strike to get what they wanted
· French national unity before 1914 seemed to be a bad joke
· Royal Spain had no parliamentary system, so Spain was a strong hold of anarchy
· 1909 the left added a new name to bloody names, political strike in Barcelona violently repressed
· Revolutionary idea was not repressed

Populations (mill)
1820: F-30 G-24 A-26 R-  E-14
1870: F-36 G-42 A-36 R-69 E-25
1911/14: F-39 G-65 A-51 R-122 E-37

· Government in Germany afraid of its massive population of workers, they wanted their rights, afraid of what they would/could do if they were in the army
· Whereas in France they could enlist more because their population had rights and they trusted their citizens more
· French general staff and training was inferior to Germany
· Why smaller pop growth in France – Code Napoleon (1804) decreed that all children must have an equal share of inheritance from their parents, so France introduced the two children system, if you didn’t want France pulverized then you had to reduce the output of children, less tangible factors also: thrift, territory
· Germans didn’t have these limiting factors, Germans until 1870s did not rely on colonies the French have had a colonial empire from 16th century, until English took it away from them in 18th century but they rebuilt it in Indochina and Africa and put a lot of their energies into that, Germans put energies into industry instead
· 1789 – approximate date of social and political revolutions breakthrough
· From 1793 onward the monarchies of all of Europe were on the defensive, at same time another revolution was going on – the industrial revolution, characterized by a change in the use of materials from wood and leather, etc. to iron and steel, fuels changed from wood and charcoal to coal and eventually oil, work engines became power engines
· Introduction of individual liberties, Prussia in 1807 
· Farm pops liberated, they could leave the farm and go to cities and work in the factories, this created social problems on a mass scale – squalid housing conditions, infrastructure problems, not enough schools, housing, sanitation, reduced deaths in infancy
· Explosive effect in Germany that it didn’t have in France because of the Code Napoleon
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·  Every able bodied citizen was called up to military service, when Napoleon lost an army in Russia, he just raised another in France
· He killed millions but the reserve was not exhausted
· Look at war in Vietnam you saw succession of generations entering the war to replace those who had been killed
· Why before Napoleon were there not reserves for the armies?
· People were tied to their land
· The way armies were raised in the Middle Ages was for the King to ask his vessels who held land/privileges from him to come to his aid if he thought he was being attacked or he had to launch a campaign, they were obliged to give aid
· These armies were large enough to face similar armies, some of the nobles brought along their peasants
· The size of the army was limited, and it was limited to the occasion of the war
· Britain 1688-89 Parliament made it a point that there must be no standing army, because that gives the King a lot of power, he commands it and he can suppress his nobles 
· When Kings decided they must have their own army after all they must pay for it out of their own pockets and could only raise it from whatever was loose in the human race (vagabonds, criminals, etc.)
· Prussia in 18th Century, King Friedrich Wilhelm began to raise armies of peasants by conscripting them but without law
· That changed with the French Revolution, when people were told they were now no longer subjects but citizens and they all had the same interest in the affairs/well-being of the state and therefore they had to be willing to defend it
· King of Prussia, 20 years after rev, said “every man in the country is born to defend it”
· That vastly expands the potential size of the army and then you add to that the population growth over the century so by 1914 you have a massive amount of people to put in the army
· Industrial Revolution added technology, in the military environment that meant armor, highly developed/efficient weapons
· 1837-1862 Iron smelting workers in Germany quadrupled in number
· 1887-1913 the amount of production was increased by 400%
· 1886-1912 German steel production rose by a huge %
· English steel production rose at that time by 754%, French 693%, US 110% - all a little ahead of the German industry
· In 1857 Germany still imported 50% of its rods and rails, 1961 on that was down to 30%, by 1870 to 0%
· This was in part thanks to new methods
· Bessemer developed a method of smelting through the use of very high temperatures 
· 1890-1940 German production in general tripled

Imperialism
· English imperialism entered its last phase in 1895
· 1876 Queen Victoria encouraged to take title Empress of India
· 1895 – Robert Cecil
· Joseph Chamberlain was moving force in transforming the British state into the British realm
· Combined nationalism with imperialism, he publicized imperialism
· John Robert Seeley who published a series of lectures under the title The Expansion of England, he was talking about the British empire and he called it England
· At same time, 3 others who were not in the cabinet prosecuted the Imperial program
· Lord Cromer (Baring) from 1883-1907 he was British resident in Egypt and governed Egypt, he led Egypt to wealth and western culture to a certain extent
· Lord Curzon 1899-1905 viceroy of India, both Cromer and Curzon pursed political ideas as well as territorial expansion, such as balancing continental powers based on navel superiority 
· Cecil Rhodes 1870 went to Nepal to try to improve his health, in Aug 1870 diamonds were found in North of the Cape colony, here diamond town of Kimberley was founded, and from 1870-74 Kimberley was colonial secretary, Rhodes heard about this and immediately took out a claim, returned to Oxford for studies returned to Africa, by 1888 he headed the diamond trust which headed all diamond fields, 1886 gold discovered, Rhodes lead Kimberley men in this venture also, founded Johannesburg, he wanted all land from Cairo to Calcutta to become British
· His ideas were England was small industrial and needed markets and settlement areas, earth was small, earth was being divided, needed to be grabbed up as fast as possible, key to controlling Africa and Asia was axis of Cairo to Calcutta, should be connected with a railway, planned a unified empire with same language, institutions and parliament, he was planning an empire large enough to make future impossible
· Concerned with the welfare of his people, founded the Rhodes trust
· England didn’t support Rhodes in his plans, in 1884 Germany acquired SW Africa, and British government made only half hearted attempts to prevent that, 1885 Germany acquired East Africa (now Tanzania), fear they would connect and block further British expansion in Africa
· 1889 Rhodes founded the British South Africa Company with plan to take land north of the Cape colony, Rhodesia (1888-94) was formed in process, immediate question was will England or the Boers dominate South Africa, became a national conflict between Dutch and German settlers and the English
· English agriculture could not support the English population at the latest the middle of the 19th century
· Corn Laws repealed in 1846, could do that only on the assumption that you would be able to import enough food at all times, could only do that if you could assume you could control the sea lanes, had to have a world superior navy
· Jameson raid in 1895, Boers fought back and captured him, he was sent back to England and sentenced to Prison for one year
· Rhodes was implicated, there was no deniability, 1896 he was forced to resign as prime minister, died in 1902
· The Boer War had become inevitable because the British were not willing to abandon their ambition concerning South Africa, fought to seek equal rights for Englishmen (propaganda)
· England sent 50,000 of its best troops and Generals just to win a war against these Boers
· The war was won by 1900/02
· After the war was really over in 1902 Lord Kitchener continued the little war and set up concentration camps of women and children of Boers who were still resisting, all this greatly shocked the world and disillusioned many missionaries in the imperial world, gave rise to a lot of anti-war literature
· Result was England realized it needed alliances, could no longer carry on in “splendid isolation”
· Term comes from Conference of Berlin 1878, issues in Mediterranean threatening lifelines of Britain to India, fighting between Russia and Turkey, England did very well in this conference and didn’t have to lift a finger
· Looked to Germany and wound up with Japan by 1902, then with France and then with Russia, still at odds with US
· By this time British colonial possessions had nearly doubled since 1875, by 1914 British colonial possessions were 100 times the size of the mother country, 10 times the size of the possessions of all the other European countries combined, but empire building was a trend, others tried to do it too, Italy regarded itself as a great power, claimed Tunisia, Somaliland and Libya (Late 1800s)
· Belgium was neutral and should have remained so, since 1878 a roving Journalist was exploring the Congo commissioned by King Leopold, Britain and France also had interests there, led to international frictions
· Resolved by 1885 Congo Conference, US participated, Leopold later sold the Congo to the Belgian state (which should not have bought it since it was neutral)
· Russia was expanding to the black sea – sold Alaska
· France had two positions in Africa, Senegal since Louis XIV, Algeria was subjected to attempt to make it French since 1830 and Tunisia since 1881, France had imperialists, but they didn’t usually run the government
· One imperialist, Faidherbe, wanted to connect Algeria, Senegal and Tunisia
· Ferry since 1880 accomplished most of the ambitions of the French in West Africa, planned French colonial empire spanning Africa and extending to the Mediterranean, he reached out to Indochina to replace possessions lost in India to Britain
· “The great states of Europe are confronted with the problem with markets as soon as their industrial might is created, for all modern nations an expansionist policy is as necessary as the market, colonial policy is result from industrialism… social peace in industrial age is a question of markets”
· Wanted a world empire of 100 million Frenchmen, based it on principle of French Rev that whatever wants to be a nation will be, color was unimportant
· French nationalist opposition raised argument
· Bismarck gave steady support to France against the protests of Turkey (protesting France’s occupation of north Africa since it used to be part of the Ottoman Empire), Britain and Italy also protested but all with no bite so they could be ignored
· The nationalists at home, led by Lord Clemenceau could not be ignored, treason against Alsace-Loraine, taken back by Germany in 1871, this would make permanent the resentment between Germany and France
· Because of this agitation, Ferry was overthrown twice and the nationalists held sway
· Monroe Doctrine 1883 US anti-imperialist doctrine
· Hawaii became a US naval base in 1987, Samoa was a place favored by traders and missionaries, 3 consuls there (US, British and German) all 3 had treaties to be there and all 3 constantly feuded
· Samoa Congress in 1889(?) settled the feud, all 3 would rule it together
· Look at US presence in the world today, it is not a simple matter of imperialism but it is a response to the threat that the US was exposed to in WWII – Japanese out of the blue bombed Pearl Harbor, US realized it had been neglecting its garrisons in the Philippines, would never make that mistake again, after 1945 there was also threat from USSR
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· 
· Drawn into imperialist ventures by lobbying
· Ideological explanations and justifications in both Germany and England
· In Germany they appeared a little earlier
· About 70 or 80 years before there was an advocate in Germany, Friedrik List
· He is regarded as the founder of the discipline of national economics
· Forced to immigrate in 1825 because of his advocacy and agitation
· 1871 Germany was divided into about 39 separate states
· 1815 – Year of Congress of Vienna that laid the foundation for European relations for about 100 years until WWI
· At this time Germany was divided by 39 or more order controls
· Many borders where customs needed to go through, angered merchants
· List was agitating against this, demanded of the federal authorities that they create a customs union, free trade area in other words, of all the German states
· At same time he wanted this German economic area protected against cheap imports
· In Prussia modern industry was growing faster
· A few factors moved the Prussian government to try to make a Northern German Union, succeeded in 1833
· List believed that European development needed colonies, he is the forerunner of such ventures
· It was difficult to get them going, in the early 1880s, the real situation was that Bismarck, minister President of Prussia and Chancellor of Germany after the Franco-Prussian War, consistently proposed colonial acquisitions until 1884 when international relations had relaxed a little and he wasn’t afraid to try and get colonies
· German Empire was always in danger of a French revenge campaign, Bismarck was concerned with Germany’s central position in Europe and thought of colonies as relatively useless, on other hand they might lead out of internal conflicts with unions, Catholic Church, etc.
· But colonies should be founded by business men not soldiers and civil servants
· Adolf Luderitz was a major colonialist, sought government protection for a colony in west Africa
· When he approached the government, Bismarck took note and inquired in London in 1883 whether there would be any objection to a German colony being established in SW Africa, but there was no reply
· Declared protection of Luderitz’s acquisition 1884 birth of German colonial policy
· British after initial obstruction recognized German claims
· German flag hosted in Cameron July 1884, Togo, German East Africa founded in 1884 (Tanzania) by Peters
· British tried to stop Peters because it was interrupting their line from Cairo to the Cape
· 1863 something financed with French capital, built railways in the Balkans
· 1878-98 Turkey was governed by Sultan Abdul Hamid
· Abdul abolished the constitution and ruled despotically
· Tried to modernize Turkey, in 1881 German Banks had already loaned Turkey money
· German investors held 4% of Turkish debts
· Abdul didn’t want to depend on others, invited Prussia in to help him develop his military 
· 1888 Hamid approached Georg von Siemens, Siemens was skeptical asked Bismarck if he approved
· Siemens negotiated a 30 million mark deal for the railway
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· 
· 1873 Three Emperors League
· Not secret
· 1879 Dual Alliance
· Not secret, known to Russia from the beginning
· Treaty between Germany and Austria designed to protect Austria against possible attack from Russia but also to hold Austria back from getting involved in Balkan ventures
· Also known to the rest of the world more or less
· Italy added in 1882
· Bismarck had been reluctant to enter into alliances, they can tie your hand
· On one hand you are obliged to honor the terms of the alliance, you can disregard them if its in vital interest to your country
· But if you break all treaties and commitments you will have no friends, so have to be careful
· After great Eastern crisis and almost war between Russia and Turkey and Austria’s involvement, Bismarck realized Austria had to be restrained
· France would not enter into an alliance with Germany because of the issue over the Alsace-Lorraine 
· Bismarck offered to talk with France about A-L in 1885 but France would not
· Russia was a possibility for alliance but you would automatically be an enemy of Turkey and Britain
· Greatest great power rivalry in the 19th Century was between Russia and Britain because of Britain’s colonies in Asia which threatened Russia
· Next option for alliance was Austria, Austria was very likely to get involved in conflict in the Balkans, trying to help natiosn free themselves of Turkish rule, conflicts such as this might have drawn Germany into the turmoil which had to be avoided but it came to this alliance over all others
· 1881 Three Emperors Alliance
Remained secret until 1914
Partly an effort to reassure Russia about Germany and Austria’s intentions, Russians were interested in being part of this 
Concluded in June 1881 – Franz Joseph of Austria, William I of Germany and Tsar Alexander III of Russia
· 1882 Triple Alliance
· Dual alliance with addition of Italy
· Attempt to secure Germany from being drawn into conflict with Austria and Italy
· Italians were still demanding possession of the Brenner Pass between it and Austria-Hungary
· Britain joined indirectly first by a benevolent attitude towards the combination of the three countries and later by the Mediterranean agreement
· 1887 Mediterranean Agreement
· February
· Between Italy and Britain
· Stipulated the maintenance of the status quo in the Mediterranean and mutual support of expansion in North Africa (Italian and English expansion)
· Fashoda on the upper Nile, 1898 Fashoda Incident which involved a less than friendly meeting of an English and French expedition, each ordered each other out of the place, since neither was going to obey they almost went to war
· 1887 Re-Insurance Treaty
· Bismarck revealed the contents of the treaty in 1888
· France was moving closer to revenge against Germany and moving closer to Russia, French banks were investing in Russia and France was helping Russia build railways in Russia
Particularly railways that ran from Moscow and St. Petersburg Westward towards Poland
Any fool could see what was going on, Bismarck was no fool (Re-insurance treaty)
· Bismarck is feeling threatened by what he sees going on between France and Russia
· Bismarck with Russia, Russia promises not to make an alliance with France but in return they want control of the entrance of the Black Sea, which on the other side enters the Mediterranean
· “Russian bear wants to get his foot in warm water”, Russia didn’t have ice free ports
· Germany will support Russia morally and diplomatically
· Russians want Constantinople
· Up for renewal in June 1890 and Bismarck could not get it renewed because he had been dismissed on March 20, 1890
· Lapsing on a renewal meant Germany had to align with Britain
· Once it looked like Russia and France would form an alliance, Germany had to prepare for a possible war on two fronts
· Have to know the terrain, know your own resources, military has to know who the allies are and what their resources and disposition is – cant leave this to the end, military staffs have to find all this out well in advance and always be up to date
· At this time Count Schlieffen was the Chief of the General Staff of the German Army
· Preparing for war on two fronts can wait for an enemy to attack you and not let them cross the border
· The experience of a solider, how hardened they are, plays a role in war, especially if they are facing raw recruits on the other side, you will need less hardened soldiers to defeat the new recruits
· 1815 Battle of Waterloo – English held against a massive onslaught from Napoleon 
· Schlieffen judged that the French would be the first on the battle field and the Russians would be second, the French could mobilize quickly and they didn’t have far to go
· For Russia there were also potential conflicts it could be facing in the Far East, either in the middle east or with Japan
· In 1891 German military policy was changing, after lapse on the re-insurance treaty it was necessary to make preparations for a two front war
· July 1891 the alliance between France and Russia was revealed
· From 1891 Schlieffen was Chief of the General staff and he switched the priority from East to West, France was considered initially more dangerous, therefore initial operations would be launched against the French
· German foreign policy at this time switched to being more friendly to Britain – Germany gave Britain Zanzibar in exchange for Heligoland (which was not very useful especially compared to Zanzibar), this was a sign of friendship
· At same time German military operations concentrated on the West
· England would not allow France to go down undefended, the issue was the balance, didn’t matter if England and Germany were on good terms or not
· English doctrine did not allow for being passive
· German efforts to bring England closer to Triple Alliance was futile, England was non-committal 
· England was the arbiter between the emerging blocks (France and Russia vs. Germany and Austria)
· German government was out of control, from 1888 Germany had a new emperor, William II
· Germany displayed in foreign policy a prestige behavior, looking to pick diplomatic fights where it was useless and unnecessary 
· 1892 Franco-Russian Military Convention
· Convention not a treaty because a treaty would have to be debated by the French National Assembly
· Secret
· Presidential election in France in 1913 – Poincare (?)
· Russian documents were published in 1917 by the Bolshevists who were highly critical of the Tsarist regime, they wanted to expose the capitalist mechanizations, wanted to take the wind out of the sails of any White Russian remnants in Russia
· The West intervened in the Revolution on the White’s side against the Red
· Have to try to understand Russian military doctrine in order to get a grip on the relationship between France and Russia
· Russian War Minister Vannovski 1881-1898
· Russian War Minister Surhomliner 1908-1915
· Chief of the General Staff, General Abruchev
· Foreign Minister Giers 1882-1895
· French Chief of the Great General Staff Boisdeffre
· Letter from Vannovski to Giers in 1892 (MyCourses) – the Russian military doctrine was laid out
· In case of conflict we must plan for a preemptive strike, we must be the first on the battlefield, therefore, mobilization means war, it doesn’t mean preparation and waiting. There is no partial or pre mobilization. Mobilization is mobilization and mobilization is war
· No other great power must be allowed to stay out of the conflict and then wait until its over and be allowed to dictate the terms of peace
· Abruchev on Russian Military Doctrine:
· Germany and Austria are inseparable, hey are the only allies to each other, so if any power, especially a Triple Alliance power, threatens Russia, Russia and France must immediately attack Germany
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· 
· No one was allowed to stay out of the war and then be in a position to dictate the peace
· Diplomats were not allowed to localize the war
· The 1892 Franco-Russian Military Convention stipulated the usual things:
· 1. A) If France is attacked by Germany or Italy (supported by Germany) Russia should use all their forces to attack Germany
· 1. B) If Russia is attacked by Germany or Austria (supported by Germany) France should employ all forces to support Russia
· 2. If any one of the powers of the Triple Alliance should mobilize, France and Russia at first hearing of this event shall mobilize fully and immediately and send their forces to the frontiers
· 3. The available forces to be employed against Germany shall be 1.3 million French and 700 or 800,000 Russian men, go with such speed that Germany will have to fight a two front war, this will all happen at the first news of someone mobilizing
· 4. The general staffs of the two countries shall cooperate with each other at all times in the facilitation and execution of the above mentions
· 1892-1914, on August 1899 the intent of the convention was expanded, the French foreign minister (1898-1905), Déclassé, visited St. Petersburg and met with his Russian counter part, Muraviev, both agreed to expand the Convention to include maintenance of the Balance of Power
· Problem with this is that something that changed the Balance of Power could not be all that threatening but could still be a reason for France and Russia to go to war
· Conceivable they were thinking of Germany and Britain, especially in 1898 there were German-British alliance feelers
· With the Boer War Britain was casting around looking for some form of ally and that led to talks with Germany
· October 1899 Boer War began, in Autumn of that year William II and Secretary of State for foreign affairs, Bulow, agreed with Joseph Chamberlain in November that Britain and Germany must prepare their public opinions for closer cooperation and eventual alliance
· Chamberlain Speech November 1899 – in the Times
· Chamberlain recommended a 3-way alliance of the Germanic great powers, Britain, Germany and the US
· Bulow got this message but found that German public opinion was hostile to a close association with Britain at this time (given what Britain was doing in South Africa with the Boer War – bully picking on civilized people)
· Germany kept out of any involvement in the Boer War and remained neutral
· March 1900 – France and Russia suggested an Franco-Russo-German negotiation to the end of the Boer war
· Germany agreed as long as the borders in Europe remained the same
· France declined
· January 1901 more British-German talks as Victoria was dying 
· Mainly Joseph Chamberlain who advocated for a German-British alliance
· From 1905 on Britain appeased France and Russia because France and Russia were the most dangerous powers from Britain’s point of view (Germany was not)
· Discussion also of a British German pact on Morocco, again Germany wanted it only as part of a larger alliance including a guarantee against France
· December 1901 German-British alliance talks finally failed, Victoria had died in January and was succeeded by Edward
· Britain offered an alliance to the US to maintain status quo in Asia
· President Theodore Roosevelt, Secretary of State was John M. Hay who declined this sighting US isolation from international involvement
· Jan 30 1902 – Britain had an alliance with Japan
· Edward VII 1901-1910 was a Francophile
· Delcasse and Edward VII immediately began to work for a Franco-British alliance, strong anti-British feeling in France
· Edward VII May 1-4, 1903 traveled to Paris and was met by President Lupe 
· In the evening of the day of his arrival he attended a play in civilian clothes and talked to whoever wanted to talk to him, clear he had won support of the people
· His visit was a great success and in July President Lupe and Delcasse returned the visit and discussed an agreement
· By February 1904 the Russo-Japanese war had begun, France’s ally was occupied in Far East and was particularly interested in an alliance
· By April 8, 1904 the outlines of the Entente Cordiale were published – not an alliance but an agreement which evolved into a de facto alliance
· France gave up her claims in Egypt in favor of British interests in Egypt
· Britain assured France of a free hand in Morocco
· Morocco Agreement of 1880 between all the powers that knew Morocco existed, it said that all these powers were to be treated in Morocco as most favored nations, must be afforded same tariffs as the best tariff arrangement a country had, they must all have the same rights in Morocco
· To give France a free hand in Morocco stands to reason you should consult the other Morocco Agreement signatories, Britain didn’t do that
· Germany, A-H, Belgium, Demark, US, Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden….
· France was encouraged to make a move in Morocco, led to 
· Morocco Crisis 1904-06 
· On basis of Entente Cordial France began negotiating with the Sultan, Abdul Asis
· Acquired concessions for the building of railways in Morocco, still didn’t consult other signatories
· Germany had interests in Morocco – mining operations in the interior that were substantial, here France was proposing to build a railway that would allow the Sultan to take control of his country in a way he hadn’t been able to before threatening German interests
· Also a way for Germany to throw her weight around, insisted on her right to participate in Morocco in the basis of the previous Agreement
· Bulow decided that Emperor William II must go to Tangir to visit the Sultan and stress the sovereignty of that country and to show Turkey that it could count on Germany, William II was reluctant to go but went on March 31, 1905
· William II returned home successfully, similar to Fashoda, one power had to yield
· Many thought France was preparing for war, which would have been won by Germany because Russia was engaged elsewhere
· Delcasse was overthrown as a result of this crisis, understood Germany was bluffing about willingness to go to war but others didn’t go along with his beliefs
· France couldn’t risk war, her ally was in the midst of war, in January 1905 Port Arthur fell, revolution broke out and Russia suffered a defeat or a draw in Battle of Mukton
· May 1905 the Battle of Sushema destroyed the rest of the Russian fleet while the revolution was well under way
· Peace treaty between Russia and Japan made September 1905, Russia had no fleet and an army that had been hurt and was far away
· Tsar Nicholas II on July 24, 1905 and Emperor William II met each other on each others yachts, here they agreed on a Treaty of Mutual Defense
· Treaty of Mutual Defense
· Key phrase – If one of the two Empires is attacked by a European power, her ally will support her in Europe with all of her forces on land and at sea
· When the Russian Foreign minister saw this he immediately demanded that the Tsar take he’s signature back, it was irreconcilable with the Franco-Russian Convention
· IF France attacked Germany Russia would have to help Germany
· He said Russia couldn’t have both
In Berlin, Bulow said this was very interesting, but only France was included as a European power, it left out England because it was not part of Europe
Bulow wanted to resign
· Bulow allowed to resign in 1909
· Bulow was responsible, at Conference of Algeciras (following Moroccan Crisis in 1906) his policy collapsed – compromise that French, Spanish and Swiss troops were to police Morocco
· France was to take over internal administration of Morocco, Germany agreed to this and deserted Turkey
· What had been promised to France and Germany had undertaken to prevent was now implemented with the assistance of Germany
· Italy had not supported Germany
· Britain and France had gotten what they originally intended
· Daily Telegraph Crisis of 1908
· A journalist sent the German Foreign office a transcribed version of an interview asking if there were any objections to what was said, sent to a subordinate to look over but he didn’t want to disagree with what the Emperor had said so it was approved
· Said some questionable things so it blew up in a bit of a scandal, everyone knew he wasn’t really in charge but he did choose who was in charge of German Policy
· The next agreement that completed the ring of powers was the agreement between Britain and Russia, Afghanistan Agreement of 1907
· In  the interim Britain committed herself to France in staff talks
· On December 15, 1905 ending January 31, 1906 in which Britain committed herself to aid France in case of war (with Germany), with a an expeditionary force with at least 100,000 men
· William II learned of this from a friend, German financier Witte, December 29, 1905 and wrote to Bulow on Dec. 31: “No war at least not until we have a firm alliance with Islam (Turkey) and not alone against England and France, cant move one soldier out of the country without endangering the possessing classes so first shoot the socialists and then a foreign war, but not before and no rushing” – speaks of fear, of socialist, of war, of everything
· Algeciras disaster of 1906
· Afghanistan Agreement of 1907, British and Russia had been rivals for much of the 19th century, so this agreement was a tremendous shift
· Conflict was potential over the control of the Persian Gulf, in 1903 Lord Lansdowne stated that British policy in Persian Gulf was to protect trade there, they should view establishment of a naval base in that area by another power as a grave threat and should use all means at our disposal (navy and possibly land troops) – a public threat of war against Russia
· Russia had goals which didn’t touch English interests, Russia wanted Georgia and Britain wanted Baluchistan, so came to an agreement, that ended as with France, all in view of the increasing tensions in Europe, in view of the potential of war
· Afghanistan Agreement 1907 was not an alliance but ended a century of colonial struggle
· Agreed to recognize Persia and Afghanistan as independent, really the two countries divided the countries into northern and Southern parts, into Russian and British spheres of influence, they could do what they wanted in their spheres (establish railways, bring troops there, etc)
· No mention of Turkey, England was no longer interested in maintaining Turkey and keeping Russia out of the Dardanelles
· Signs that Turks were making common cause with Germans, who were an enemy of Russia
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· Secretary of State in Germany, Bulow, was allowed to resign in 1909 and replaced by Bethmann Hollweg who lasted until 1917
· 1908 First Balkan Crisis
· Germany gave Austria a blank cheque for military action
· Whatever you do, if you take military action we will support you
· The Triple Alliance was defensive 
· If Austria takes her own action, and Germany says we will support you that’s not honoring commitment of defense, that’s supporting offensive/aggressive action
· Pressures of the military planning, all of them were full of inconsistencies
· Austrian’s model was the greatest one – raises the question of what would have happened if they hadn’t been so modeled?
· As Austrian statesmen became more reckless German diplomats more and more suggested dropping Austria, but Berlin took the position quite the contrary, they must strengthen Austria’s position in order to have a great ally
· Crisis brought about by Austrian consideration of the Balkans – Serbia always a problem – Serbia was hostile
· Serbia wanted to expand and unite all Serbs, the Austrians, as a great power, couldn’t just let a small power thumb its nose at them
· From 1878 A-H had the right to keep garrisons in Bosnia-Herzegovina, they hadn’t annexed it though
· Since A-H had the right to keep garrisons there it proposed to build a railway through the Sunjak of Novibazar (area between Serbia-B-H-Montenegro) towards Thessoloniki
· October 6, 1908 A-H announced annexation of B-H before anything had been settled among the power
· Russia couldn’t answer because it was only 3 years after the revolution, they were not an able power, had lost their fleet in the Russo-Japanese War
· The Russian army wasn’t all that reliable, so they weren’t in a position to respond forcefully and they looked duped
· If it had been possible Russia would have liked to go to war but they had to back down (forcing a great power to back down once makes it likely they wont the next time)
· The Emperor of Germany declared loudly that Germany had supported Austria
· B-H were annexed, the garrisons in the Sanjak were withdrawn on October 28 and it was divided between Serbia and Montenegro so it was no longer the same factor that prevented Serbian access to the Adriatic, since Serbia was a close friend/client of Russia that meant Russian access to the Mediterranean which they had wanted for centuries (either through the Black Sea or the Balkans)
·  During the crisis the German Chief of the General staff, Moltke, authorized by Bulow (1908) and Willhelm II told A-H that the case of the Dual Alliance would take effect if Austrian troops invaded Serbia and Russia then declared war on Austria – Blank Cheque of 1908, blank cheque for a world war, if Russian troops mobilize they would have to attack Germany immediately (system confirmed by the Tsar in 1912)
· England couldn’t afford to let Germany become a hegemonial power in Europe or wipe out the French fleet
· Second Morocco Crisis (Agadir Crisis) 1911
· The French decided to send troops to Morocco and seriously take over it militarily
· Germans decided to protest again
· July 1, 1911 they sent a gun boat in order to protect Germans and German interest
· There were no Germans at Agadir, but there was one in Mogador but was ordered to Agadir to be endangered and rescued
· There was a conference which resulted in France receiving a free hand in Morocco and Germany accepted that
· In return France gave Germany part of the French Congo, that would connect with the German Cameroons
· Bulow was both Secretary of State and Chancellor until 1909, Chancellor was made Bethmann Hollweg, and Secretary of State was Kiderien-Wachter
· German public opinion accused the leaders of Germany of cowardice, Chief of General Staff, Moltke, despaired of Germany’s future if they weren’t willing to use the sword
· Hollweg, November 9, 1911, gradual economic and political expansion on basis of agreements especially with Britain, didn’t want any conflict or war
· Second Balkan Crisis 1912
· February 1912 Germany made a proposal to Britain that Britain remain neutral if Germany were attacked by France
· Britain said no
· French and Russians made a naval convention July 16, 1912
· July 22, 1912 British Admiralty decided to withdraw British ships in the Mediterranean, now the French and the Russians could protect the Mediterranean
· Commitment of 1905/06 send 100,000 troops to support France in case of war with Germany, now protection of Mediterranean is left to Russia and France so that means that Britain must protect the French coast against German battleships that might sail up and shell French port cities and build up a front behind the front in France
· March 1912, four Balkan countries formed a Balkan League against Turkey: Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and Montenegro
· A day before this league was concluded and signed with the encouragement of Russia on March 12, 1912 the Tsar sent an order to Russian army saying that mobilization in the European borders of Russia was an order to open hostilities towards Austria and Germany
· If you decide on a mobilization, if must be a full mobilization and you must go with it fully and according to the original plan, cant change direction, reduce the numbers, slow the advance, etc. – all of this is calculated and if you make a significant change then you need weeks to recalculate it all but you cant do that because war is already on
· Partial mobilization would paralyze Russia, could not swing into full mobilization if they needed to
· Mobilization = full mobilization = war
· Encouraged by weakness of Turkey, Italy began a war against them for annexation of Libya
· September 1911
· Resulted in Italy’s annexation of Libya
· When Italy defeated the Turkish army and the 3 Balkan states were encouraged by Turkey’s defeat to do more
· Lasted until October 1912
· First Balkan War
· Was a surrogate war
· Began October 18, 1912, the German government was opposed to great power intervention from beginning and closely cooperated with Britain who took same view
· Germany and Britain succeeded in keeping Austria and Russian military intervention out
· Serbia, Montenegro and Bulgaria fought Ottoman empire alone
· Austria’s interests were hurt by Serbia’s expansion
· Demanded independent Albania under Austria’s protection
· British support of the demands must not be taken as a guarantee of neutrality in case of war, Britain could not allow for the overthrow of France which would be a given if German faced France alone
· The British War Minister told this to the German ambassador in London, Lichnowsky, on December 3, 1912
· Bulgarians moved to occupy Constantinople Russia warned them not to do it in November and Britain was opposed to it
· Serbs overran Albania and reached the Adriatic, Nov 24 Austria announced ______ Russia supported Serbia, Italy supported Austria, England sympathetic to Austria position and mediated, Germany supported Austria incase it was attacked in defending her interests
· Russia wasn’t prepared for war and abandoned Serbia
· Bulgaria didn’t take Constantinople but took Adrianople
· Austria threatened war against Serbia and Montenegro unless they gave up some land which they did
· December 3, 1912 armistice
· Treaty of London, May 30, 1913
· Dec 6, 1912 triple Alliance renewed for 6 years
· It was hostage to Serbian provocation which it could not respond to without risking war
· Second Balkan war 1913
· Over the spoils from the first war, Bulgaria thought she was powerful, made war against Serbia, Greece, Romania and Ottoman empire – defeated disastrously
· Treaty of Bucharest – August 10, 1913
· Serbia was now more than twice the size it had been, Austria stood there and looked and so did the Turks
· Adrianople returned to turkey
· Another treaty September 29, 1913 treaty of Constantinople
· Liman von Sander
· Removed from command in Constantinople as military general
· Germany had backed down, last time Germany would do this
· Russia was suspicious of German plans in the straits  also in building of the Baghdad railway
· German/Russian confrontation of interests – direct, Russians on one side Germans/Turks on other
· Widening of alliances and commitments in 1912/13
· Russian foreign minister Sazonov
· Poincare became President in January 1914
· In years before 1912 he always denied Russia French support if Russia attacked A-H
· Early in August 1912 Poincare traveled to St. Petersburg and talked to Sazonov and told him there is no written alliance between Britain and France but they are always in constant talks but there is an oral agreement that Britain will help France if Germany attacks France (reason France waited for Germany to attack in 1914)
· Parliament said that violation of Belgian neutrality brought them into the war (voters would accept that) but Britain was ready to invade Belgium as soon as Germany did, voters might not have been as keen to go to war to defend France
· In case of war Britain had told France it will land an expeditionary force on the continent
· Poincare told Sazonov of these things, he said public opinion would not allowed France to take action in a purely Balkan affair unless Germany was there also
· Sazonov said Russia would support France, but sighted Russian public opinion….
· October 1912 Grey, British Secretary of State for foreign affairs, told Sazonov on his visit to London confirming what Poincare had told Sazonov, can you protect the Black Sea from Austrian ships and our ships in the Baltic Sea?
· They cant do that they could get trapped by Germany, but in case of war they will send forces to continent and they will sink any German merchant ship they could get a hold of
· Key to entire situation lay in Vienna, if A-H doesn’t join other powers in seeking peaceful solution to the conflict if A-H undertakes separate action then all the efforts of the other powers will be doomed to failure and we could find ourselves needing to abandon policy of non-intervention – Izvolski, Russian diplomat, to the Tsar
· He continued that he had also told the A-H ambassador in London to tell his government that the non-intervention of Russia in Balkan conflict depended on the same action of A-H in this matter
· In Berlin the government in just as anxious as the one in Paris to avoid being drawn into a war over Balkan affairs, German gov is interested in localizing the Balkan conflict (leaves Vienna and St. Petersburg)
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· 
· War plans were not plans to go to war but plans made in case of war
· In the states that went to war in 1914 military plans were contingence plans
· Decision to go to war might have been influenced by the military men but it was still made by the civil politicians or the monarchs
· The Schlieffen Plan was in no sense a plan that precipitated WWI, what it did do was trap those deciding policy:
· In 1889 Wilhelm II excluded the Reichstag and even the war ministry from military planning
· ____ not told of war until Dec. 1912
· The Navy’s admirals were fed crumbs of the strategic sinking in the government
· The British Royal Navy did not inform cabinet of what it was planning
· The German Chief of the General Staff from 1871-1888, the elder Moltke, was succeeded by Waldersee who was succeeded in 1905 by Schlieffen
· The elder Motlke spoke in the Reichstag after his retirement on May 14, 1890 about military/money appropriations against which there was some resistance in the Reichstag
· He said foreseeing potential conflicts in the future the era of cabinet wars is behind us, now we have only national wars (Volkskrieg)
· The elements which threaten peace are not in the cabinet or monarchs but they lie with the nations
There are desires, especially among those who were less favored by fate among classes less favored by fate, there are from time to time attempts on their part through violent means to improve their situation, an improvement which can only be induced through organic laws and along the slow and onerous path of labor – internal threat to peace
External threat to peace – national and racial efforts, and everywhere a dissatisfaction with what exists that can at any time lead to an outbreak of war without the governments wanting war and even against the government because a government which is not strong enough to confront and stop the passions of the nation and party tendencies, a weak government, is a constant danger to peace (because of the nature of war that has changed since the French Revolution and because of demographics). The next war could be a seven years war, 30 years, don’t have an illusion of a short war, there will not be any more short wars between Great Powers. To prevent such a calamity (any war – leads to loss of life and destruction of property on all sides). It is the sword which keeps the sword in its sheath. In all lands the overwhelming mass of the population wants peace, only it isn’t they, but the parties, who decide what they want to agitate for.
· Four powers whose principle preparations for war were for land war: France, A-H, Germany and Russia
· The French initially drew the lesson from 1870, which looked like a quick war. Declared war on July 18, 1870 and by December 1870 they lost the battle of _____ and Napoleon handed over sword, looked like it was over but it ended up going on for another 6 months with new recruits. Would have gone on much longer if it hadn’t been for Bismarck’s desire to end the war before Britain and Russia got involved. Looked like Russia wanted to make a move on Constantinople which would have made Britain get involved which would have meant a world war
· Not a question of defenses at the border but a question of attrition – French would have lost because their resources were less than the German’s
· France set up fortresses, defense, but soon realized that wasn’t the answer, fortresses could be breached
· Mystique of the offensive
· French before 1914 did not decide on a particular target, decided on a general aimless offensive through the Lorraine leaving to the Russians the major battles in East Prussia and Silesia
· The Russians were planning either depending on what faced them, Germany (go through East Prussia) or A-H (go through Silesia – southern Poland)
· Despite good intelligence on the Schlieffen plan they continued to build and modernize their fortresses, but they were of little value if the Germans circumvented them (which the German Plan planned to do)
· Moltke the Elder did not rely on Russia’s friendship and did not expect them to go through attacking Germany alone
· Concluded that Germany must fight on the west with the Rhine as a barrier sand believed Russia fortifications to be inferior than French and mobilization slower
· Concentrated main forces in the east – Schlieffen up to 1891 (changed later on)
· Poland was held in equal thirds by Russia, A-H, and Prussia
· Inside the Russian part they were going to establish a line to hold of the Russians and then deal with the French
· Reality is that if you get deeply into Russia you will get to grief
· Charles at beginning of 18th century and Napoleon I at beginning of 19th century
· In Russia you could only get bogged down
· Had to plan for a potential conflict but saw no political advantages of Germany going to war
· Both sides would bring to bear the almost unlimited resources of the universal draft, war of attrition, Germany would fight a war on two fronts solely defensive – Moltke’s beliefs
· Schlieffen believed he had to change his plans, because they political situation had changed, he had no partner with whom to coordinate strategy, Moltke had Bismarck and all he had was the Emperor which is nothing he also had the certainty of the Franco-Russian alliance
· Didn’t have to know details to know what French and Russian strategy would be
· Schlieffen treated it as a chess game
· He gradually changed Moltke’s plan to an all out defeat of France first, he planned only for victory (Cannae)
· An annihilation strategy that sought total victory instead of ordinary victories (individual battle victories until enemy is worn down)
· From 1897 onward Schlieffen planned to outflank French forces by bringing German forces through Belgium and Luxembourg  
· German forces: 25 core in the North and 3 in the South
· German forces would have to use Belgium and the Netherlands if French forces outflanked German forces
· German troops could use railroads only to German frontier, that left ordinary roads, existing roads in Belgium could accommodate a limited number of troops
· Supply lines had to be secured
· All of these meant that more troops were needed, enough troops could not be moved forward in the time available to overwhelm the French forces, not enough room on roads
· Schlieffen calculated that 8 more army core were needed, meant 200,000 men almost 1/3 of the available forces but there was no room for them on the roads
· While German supply lines extended and heads and tails of core were 29 km apart so it took a whole day for an entire army core was ready for battle, the French gained more and more advantage from having the inside line, had shorter supply lines
· From that point alone the plan was seriously flawed but what was worse was that the 8th army core that Schlieffen thought was needed did not exist
· 1904 peace time strength of Germany was 588,000 (WebCT – Land Armies)
· 1910-1913 600,00, 1914 748,000
· Colonel Ludendorff who was chief of mobilization to 1908 to 1913 had formally been head of railway section in general staff and knew a great deal about mobilization, in 1912 demanded an increase in the army by 300,000, the war minister of Prussia went against Ludendorff’s request saying that the structure of the army was the most important, announced L’s plan as a deogradization of the army, secured L’s demotion from general staff to regimental commander in Dusseldorf
· Germany’s conscription laws from 1911-1913 expanded conscription to 3 years
· By 1913 1,231,000 combined strength of the Allies, Germany 761,000 and Austria 470,000
· France led Europe in militarization (# of soldiers in relation to the population), 5,620 men served in arm forces per million inhabitants, in Germany 4,120 men/million inhabitants served in army, but Germany had 25 million more inhabitants than France
· 1913 France passed a 3 year law in race to stay ahead, size of French peace time army was raised to 827,000
· Russian 1,424,000 peace time army – combined was 2,270,000 
· Gap between German-Austrian armed forces and Franco-Russian in 1904 261,000, 794,000 in 1912, and 1,041,000 by 1914
· Russian mobilization schedules were drawn up from 1909 for a war in the West
· Two variants called A and G for Austria and Germany
· Main effort would be directed either against A-H or Germany
· Against A-H it would be a full scale offensive with forays into East Prussia 
· The German alternative saw strong forces in the Polish salient and a full offensive through East Prussia and Silesia with aim of reaching Berlin
· Austrian general staff provided three mobilization sections
· Minimal group Balkan against Serbia – 10 divisions
· Group A for Polish theatre against Russia – 30 divisions
· Group B 12 divisions intending to be a swing force depending on where the battle was hardest or where Austrian forces confronted greatest number of enemies
· Conrad initially sent 4 divisions to the Serbia Front but then recalled them and sent them to East Prussia to help German forces against Russia
· In England the standing army remained small even after the Boar War, conscription as rejected by the Liberals, resistance to the adoption of the machine gun and munitions reserves were kept low
· Since 1905 English and French general staffs were in constant consultation and military men were committed to sending a British expeditionary force to the continent if France got involved in a war
· By 1911 they scheduled the British expeditionary force to fight on the French left wing and to meet German troops in Belgium, nothing in writing so the French were always skeptical 
· Both France and Britain sought Belgium consent to use their territory incase of war, both refused but English plans still called for English forces on the Belgian French border
· This was all planning but it didn’t mean England was prepared tactically or strategically
· Only a larger British regular army could have deterred Germany from attacking France
· The Cabinet did not want a larger standing army against Churchill’s urging of compulsory service
· The French had a plan called Plan 14 of 1898 provided for defense on the frontier
· Plan 15 of 1907 provided for troops south of Belgium
· Plan 16 1909 increased concentration
· 1911 French Chief of General staff, Michel, proposed mobilization along the entire frontier and movement into Belgium to meet Germans head on but he was ousted
· Plan 17 April 1913 designed by Joffre which provided for a attack on Alsace-Lorraine
· Schlieffen in a fragment of his plan after the end of 1905 said before the Germans reached the Somme they will realize they are too weak for the entire enterprise
· From 1905 to 1912 he wrote memoranda indicating that the plan was falling apart, no provision for confronting British and still having enough troops to advance into Paris
· 8th core was necessary for advance to Paris but it didn’t exist
· Although Moltke the younger who succeeded Schlieffen in 1906 reduced ratio  in north and South from 25:3 to 17:6 and more preparations in the east there was still no viable military that Germany could follow
· No different from the other nations who didn’t really have workable plans, Russia probably had the best
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· 
· Germany did not have a workable plan, Schieffen’s plan required 8 additional corps which did not exist
· Question has been raised what these 8 additional corps meant
· The general staff was always secretive, as late as 1939 a German Chief of the General staff said the history of the GS could never be written because everything was kept so closed and secret within the group of GS officers, not everything was committed to writing
· Schlieffen’s planning was much more flexible, he knew there were unforeseeable factors
· Even if you had excellent intelligence on your opponents planning or a spy you still didn’t know what the enemy would be doing for sure
· They could decide not to follow it, make last minute adjustment, or use a completely different one
· German “naval plans” had to take into account the deterioration of relations by 1896
· From 1896 onward the naval planners in the admiralty staff expected the German coast line to be blockaded in case of a conflict, their response was to plan for an early attack into the Thames estuary to annihilate the British reserve fleet and surprise the Royal Navy and possibly invade 
· But someone asked what if the Royal Navy prepared first before declaring war? Their plan would fail
· Other idea was to place thousands of mines around the British Isles to impede or possible stop their shipping movements, by December 1897 the foray and invasion plan was given up
· “Naval planning” but there was no Navy to speak of
· Origin of the High Seas Fleet
· Originated in Wilhelm II’s head and he put a label on it
· Fleet is the basis of major power status – widely accepted doctrine, New Navalism School
· Rationalization, German trade and colonial interests could be supported only if Germany had a navy
· Political interventions (Jameson raid 1896, Samoa 1899, or Boer War) were hollow and led to embarrassing failures without a serious fleet
· So Wilhelm II was not alone in this, interest groups, lobby organizations
· Personality of Wilhelm II played a role in building the Navy
· Popular propaganda supported the building of a fleet, military reasons to build a fleet were reason enough, but if the Germans think of building a sizeable fleet then the fact must imply a challenge to the most powerful fleet (Britain) then have to look at the geography and see if there is any sense in it
· Propaganda of leading historians and intellectuals
· In the 19th century Germany had continued to deal with French hegemony
· Appeared reasonable to many that it was now Germany’s task to challenge British hegemony
· In 1912 a historian said “it is the truth of yesterday that our fleet was created in order to protect our trade, today we can set ourselves a higher aim, our fleet will not only protect our trade but will secure for us an appropriate share of the rule of the world”
· England relied on Naval superiority for supplying the mother country since 1876
· Precondition for her superiority was balance of power on the continent
· Formation of German navy, a number of agencies were involved in it at the national level, there were no ministries
· German fleet must be so strong that defending it would be too costly to Britain and leave them vulnerable to third party opponents
· Needed to be big enough that Britain would find it too risky to take it on
· Besides the risk theory there was the hope that Britain would seek an alliance with Germany if Germany was powerful
· Britain appeased those countries it thought was a threat (France and Russia) and didn’t appease Germany because it didn’t perceive Germany as a threat
· German-British naval race was over in 1912 and Britain won
· Hoping Britain would seek an alliance was a colossal miscalculation
· 1902 Britain and Japan concluded a Far Eastern Agreement
· 1904 Britain and France concluded an agreement regarding the Mediterranean and the Atlantic
· Until 1914 Germany believed that Britain would set up a close blockade
· The question of maritime law is irrelevant because no one paid much attention to it
· Germany strategy was desperately defensive in naval plans just like in army plans
· It would have to break the British blockade in the north sea, it was foreseeable but it was practically announced in 1913 by British maneuvers, the decision was to wait which was strategically useless
· A victory in battle in the north sea would be useless if the British still blocked the exits
· British plans – expressed only generalities
· Scenarios for defeating the German High Seas Fleet were interesting but strategically useless
· What would it do to Germany, it would make them unhappy that they no longer had a fleet with which it could not do much anyways, it probably would retain enough armor to protect the ports and the coast, if not what difference would it make
· Did England have enough troops to launch an invasion on land? No
· The war if it was to be decided would be decided on land
· Prevent the food stuffs and raw materials Germany needed to import from Morocco, or Turkey or South America, therefore the real objective of the Royal Navy was the German Merchant Marine and German Trade
· British plans were inadequate – fisher refused to create a naval staff belived it was a sort war (about 6 months) modern economy would not withstand a long war
· Much confusion – fisher had miraculous improvisation during the war
· The ratio of naval strength was 329:68 between Britain and Germany 
· With the decision to build a fleet and Tirpitz appointment in 1897 came the first Naval Bill to the Reichstag
· Adopted on 28 March 1898 provided for a building program of 7 ships off the line, 2 large cruisers and 7 small cruisers, total German Battle fleet 19 ships off the line, 8 off coast armored ships, __ large cruisers and ___ small cruisers
· June 1900 second naval bill increasing the German navy as far as its building program was concerned increased it to 36 line ships so that the battle fleet shall consist of 2 fleet flag ships 4 squadrons of 8 battleships each 8 large cruisers 24 small cruisers, this would match the British home fleet at the time
· Further the law said, the foreign service fleet shall consists of 3 large cruisers and 10 small, material reserve 10 battle ships 3 large cruisers and 4 small cruisers
· After the completion of this program the German total fleet would have a ratio to English total battle feet was 2:3 and since much of Britain’s fleet was away from England the German fleet would match the British fleet in the North Sea
· In 1905 Britain and the US began producing dreadnoughts, larger faster, more heavily armed than any ships ever built, double the tonnage 
· Russo-Japanese war seemed to show the future belonged to big battle ships not submarines
· 1905-06 the British built the Dreadnought, the invincible, the inflexible and the indomitable
· Germans 1906-07 the Nassau, the Vestfallen and the Rhineland
· The US built the South Carolina and the Michigan
· Admiral Fisher believed that dreadnoughts would make it impossible for the German Navy to catch up with the British navy, German dock slips and North Sea Baltic canal and the government was strapped for money
· 1906 third law provided for widening of the canal with a completion date of 1914, showed that Fisher was wrong
· Germany also began building dreadnoughts, in England the belief was spreading that Germany was aiming for hegemony
· Fourth naval Bill in 1908 provided for an additional 4 battle ships to be built from 1908-1911 and two annually from 1912-17
· Fifth law added an additional law in 1915, 16 and 17 each
· This furious rate of building and competing led to Naval arms talks between Britain and Germany
· If France attacked Germany, Germany asked Britain to remain neutral, would also include a non-aggression treaty this would be followed by a slow down of German navy building
· British congress rejected this, a slow down was not enough
· Neutrality would have suggested England’s hands were tied, couldn’t promise neutrality
· Germany needed a guarantee that Britain wouldn’t join an anti-German position
· England position was we don’t need to promise anything
· That was the end of negotiations, end of naval arms race
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· 
· Any strategy in war must aim to force the opponent to agree to peace
· That meant the German fleet most interdict all British trade and shipping, crucial question is how
· All it could do was damage the Royal Navy, it couldn’t destroy it
· It had lost the arms race, it was no match and never would be of the Royal Navy
· The British fleet on the other hand could blockade German shipping, blockade its coast and interdict its trade
· This strategy war practical and practicable, it was designed to defeat Germany through the use of the Royal Navy
· War is always full of surprises, one surprises was the submarines
· A second surprise was that German forces almost won the war on land, if it hadn’t been for the entry of the US into the war it is likely that German forces would have defeated French and British forces, they had already defeated Russia (also another surprise)
· Germany survived four years of world war against almost the entire world
· While it was damaged severely by the blockade (particularly 1918 and 1919) the navy did not defeat Germany
· The strategic compulsion for Britain to take part in the war was to prevent any one European power from dominating and controlling Europe, especially the coast opposite the English channel
· Anyone who controlled the channel could blockade and isolate the British Isles, didn’t want that
· Ferguson stresses the utterances of the principle players in the last days before the shooting began in August 1914, perhaps he takes these too much at face value but one really ahs to go back to the build up of the confrontation
· One must differentiate between intentions, strategic decisions and the decision to go to war
· It is true that German actions in July 1914 were as crucial as Russia’s, so what is crucial?
· There were small groups of decision makers, coteries
· Coteries on German side: Emperor, Prussian War Minister Falkenhayn, Moltke, General von Lyncker, General von Plessen and Chancellor Hollweg
· Russia: Tsar, Tsar’s Uncle, Quartermaster General of the Russian Army Danilov who was directly responsible for mobilization
· Tsar Nicolas was central he made the decisions, Kaiser Wilhelm was not the decision maker he was forced to go along with others advise
· Austria could have done very little without Germany’s support, could not have fought Serbia because it was backed by Russia and Russia was ready to go to war against Austria if they went to war against Serbia
· Then it unravels, Germany supports Austria so in war with Russia which meant that France must come in which meant that Germany must come in also – all foreseeable
· Austrians and Germans would say the key to the crisis is in St. Petersburg, true within limitations, true in that an attack by one great power on another great power puts that mechanism in motion
· But we also know one great power attacking a small power can put that mechanism in motion
· France and Russia are therefore also right when they say the key lies in Vienna
· Both Britain and France collaborated in holding back Austria and Germany
· Russian idea for Serbia was a great Serbian Kingdom bordering on the Adriatic and including Istria and Dalmatia 
· Without German support Austria could not have done much, she could have applied economic pressure on Serbia or abandon her interests in the Balkans
· Austria wouldn’t do that because it would hurt her status as a great power and therefore a weakening of the alliance with Germany, leaving Germany nearly alone against three other Great Powers
· Germany believed that it had the same natural right to pursue the same global policies as Britain
· Germany believed correctly that this required a large power base and a powerful navy
· Foundation  of this must be her preponderance on the European continent
· As Britain relied on Suez and on control of the Mediterranean, the North Sea, India, for its empire
· Germany developed Berlin to Baghdad as a challenge to Britain, and Russia
· Germans had already built the Persian telegraph lines, active in development of Persia
· Britain and Russia discussed the building of railways, the Russians wanted British agreement to build a railway from the Russian border into their sphere of influence to Tehran, when you have a railway you can transport troops much faster than on foot
· Because of this interest in the Ottoman Empire and Persia, Germany could not press Austria to abandon her Balkans position but had to support it
· The German argument was that if war came in 1914, and war was generally considered inevitable by many in all countries, and not later then she could still win it, this wasn’t unreasonable considering how close German forces came to defeating Western powers in Summer of 1918, nevertheless it has a strong element of hazard or gambling
· In order to understand the mentality of those going to war in 1914 one may also ask was Germany justified in believing herself encircled? Yes, because Germany was encircled
· Had Germany brought about her own encirclement? Yes, not entirely but in great measure
· How?
· Defeating France in 1871, insult the French would never (or did never) forget
· Taking back of the Alsace-Lorraine – had been part of the Holy Roman German empire until middle of 18th century when Lorraine became Polish became French upon the death of the King, Germany took it back in 1871 and France swore revenge, France could never do this alone, war of 1870-71 was a lesson for that, perhaps together with Russia, almost certainly together with Russia and Britain
· So Germany was encircled, also brought it about with the Baghdad railways and supporting Austria in the Balkans
· Germany challenged Britain by building a fleet and her reliance on the axis of Berlin to the Gulf
· There had to be powers willing to do the encircling, France and Russia
· Not smart to wait and see for France and Russia to dictate terms to Germany
· 1912 the circle became narrower
· Sazonov’s report to the Tsar in 1912: Seek information from Grey what we might expect from Great Britain incase of conflict with Germany, Grey said ….

War Aims
· Opportunity to discuss with the French Foreign Minister Déclassé certain questions always with the caveat that it was too early to sell the skin of the bear, hadn’t shot the bear yet, but it wasn’t useless among allies to clarify the various views and wishes, Déclassé was convinced that between Russia, France and England there would be no conflict abou war aims
· For itself France was seeking no territorial acquisition in Europe except Alsace-Lorraine, also sought no new acquisitions in Africa, would be satisfied with the annulment of Agreement Aljazeera, France would be satisfied with the rectification of certain colonial boundaries
· Main aim of France, all three allied powers were completely at one, was the destruction of the German Empire and the greatest possible weakening of the military and political power of Prussia, had to be done in such a way that the individual German states would themselves be interested in that
· England would want the recovery of Hanover, neither Russia or France would oppose that, England also sought no conquest in Europe but would acquire colonial possessions from Austria which France was fine with
· Russia’s territorial demands were fixed, understood that France agreed with them in advance, Russia would insist on the Freedom of the Straits between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, ending the Hapsburg Monarchy 
· So Russia and France agreeing are proposing to destroy 2 of the 5 Great European Powers
· In the end 2 out of 5 were destroyed, one temporarily reduced
· Russia temporarily destroyed, immobilized for more than 10 years, A-H destroyed and dissolved and Germany temporarily reduced 
· Nationalities in the Hapsburg Monarchy, with exception of the Poles, must be given independent political existence – proposition of shifting power, not of freeing the Slavs
· Important question over future of the Serbian Kingdom
· The Balkan Crisis of 1908, Balkan Wars of 1912-13, the Morocco Crises of 1905 and 1911, the Leman von Sandoz Crisis January 1914
· Liman von Sanders was appointed high up in the Turkish army but the Russians had a problem with this so he was lowered in status but remained its virtual commander
· Sailed through the brilliant victory of Tannenberg end of august 1914 – partly because of Austrian bumbling and the difficulties fo warfare with Russia at any time, immense spaces that Russia  had at its disposal, Russia could retreat and let the supply lines of the invader become long an more difficult to control
· The Schlieffen plan had failed and with that the war was destined to be long 
· Everyone tried to beat each other
· French and English tried to outmaneuver the Germans until both sides arrived at the sea coast (end of outflanking maneuvers) 
· In 1916 a major effort was made to deliver a fatal blow to the French army at Verdun and to French morale, that became a battle that lasted many months, possibly the costliest battle in terms of lives in the whole war
· Made the General of the battle, Petain, a hero of the French
· 1917 through the organizational skill of Trotsky who had built the Red Army, but also through skillful political maneuvering in the revolutionary councils throughout Russia, that took Russia eventually out of the war by March 1918
· April 6, 1917 the US entered the war
· April 9, 1917 – Vimy Ridge was stormed
· April 9, 1917 – Lenin arrived in Petrograd
· Spring offensive in the West in March of 1918 failed, Ludendorff said if this fails we will have to perish
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· 
MIDTERM
· 16 questions, choose 12
· Short answer – short paragraph, not incredible detail
· Mostly looking at causes, actual process by which it started
· Know the readings
· No question about Battle of Shetland, Verdun, Somme – all on final
· Expected to understand difference between an alliance and an agreement (Afghanistan Agreement, Entente Cordial Agreement)

July Crisis
· June 28, 1914 began a long series of crises
· Austrian military maneuvers were being held in Bosnia-Herzegovina
· This was bound to make the Serbs nervous or angry
· Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand was advised not to go to Sarajevo to inspect these maneuvers’ but he went anyways to show he wasn’t afraid
· Battle of Kosovo – Serbs lost part of their greater kingdom, in a sense Serbian victory because they killed the Sultan
· Terrorist group of students called the Black Hand
· Group who went to Sarajevo was Gavrilo Princep 
· The first attack failed, a bomb was thrown which landed on the Arch Duke’s automobile but bounced off an exploded under the car behind his car
· On the way to visit the injured the second attempt was made, there were about 20 with pistols, Gavrilo Princep fired his pistol within point blank range and killed Ferdinand and his wife
· Serbia was clearly implicated in this, Serbian weapons were found, the assassination was hailed in the Serbian press
· Later became clear than Minister President and Chief of General Staff of Serbia knew this was going to happen
· November 25, 1913 Sazonov to tsar: Serbia and Russia’s goals can hardly make progress except through European conflicts, these conflicts would find us, further by 1914 to 1916 the Turkish Black Sea fleet will become superior to Russia’s, this situation must not be allowed to occur. We must prepare to take the straits by force should the situation deem it necessary.
· Poincare and Clemenceau wanted revenge for Alsace-Lorraine and encouraged Russia to take the lead in the Balkan Crisis on 1912
· German Chief of General Staff, Moltke, wrote to his counter part in Austria on May 12, 1914: further delay of conflict will reduce our chances of victory. By 1916 Russia will be strong enough to crash through German borders.  We must fight a preventive war as long as we are still able to defeat the enemy
· July Crisis of 1914 military men everywhere pushed for early mobilization
· July 30 it was three days since the Russians had begun mobilizing, Moltke telegraphed Conrad: wait through Russian mobilization, Austria must be maintained immediately mobilize against Russia
· So far the Austrians had mobilized but only against Serbia
· Statesmen sought to diffuse the crisis, their efforts may have been sincere but may also be viewed with suspicion
· Grey proposed mediation, Saszonov resisted mobilization
· As early as June 30 the Kaiser received a telegraph from the ambassador in Austria: had said it would invade Serbia if necessary, even if Russia supported Serbia, he wanted to know if Germany thought of this as a case of alliance.  The Kaiser said the Serbs must be put in their place once and for all
· July 5, 1914 a meeting between Emperor, Chief of general Staff, War Minister, Chief of Military Cabinet, Something General and Chancellor – formed the coterie that Herwig and Hamilton refer to
· It was not a constitutionally constituted body
· Coterie all unelected without any mandate except from the Emperor and they decided on the question of war and peace
· Impression the Kaiser only wanted a limited war whereas Falkenheim wanted a general war, opposed seeking an understanding, he feared politicians would ruin the chance again
· Decision was to assure A-H of Germany’s support without knowing what Russia would be doing or what the Austrians were going to do – the Blank Cheque
· Reason was fear of Russia in 1916, just as Sasonvo pretended to be afraid of the Turks by 1916, also afraid of loosing A-H as an ally
· July 6 Riezler – if no country movement is made against Sarajevo Germany’s ally A-H will be weakened and then so will Germany
· Bateman went  on to say its our own dilemma with every Austrian Balkan action, if we encourage they say we pushed them into it, if we discourage them they say we left them in the lurch
· Riezler on July 6, an action against Serbia would mean world war
· July 8 Bateman told Riezler: if war comes out of the east and Germany comes to Austria’s aid we have a chance to win it. If the war doesn’t come, if the Tsar doesn’t want it, or if France is shocked and council’s peace then we still have a chance to maneuver the Entente apart over this action
· Indicate Bateman was willing to risk general war for a good cause 
· He always believed this war was a defensive war
· July 20 he told Riezler why Germany was in this situation: the earlier mistakes, Turkish policy against Russia, Morocco against France, fleet against England, provoke all and weaken none, reason, planelessness, need for small prestige successes, consideration of every current in public opinion, the nationalistic parties who with their noise about German foreign policy only want to bolster their political position
· Austrian foreign minister was accused of weakness, Sasonov was accused of weakness, earlier years policy made people view Bateman weak
British Position in July Crisis
· Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Grey, spoke on August 3, 1914 in Congress
· Discussing British interests and various considerations but the British cabinet papers and some other papers had become available by the 1960s so
· July 25 four days of negotiations ended at Buckingham palace ended without result, Irish were rebellious
· August 3 explained history of British-French military staff talks since 1906
· If everything had not been prepared and perfected in advance who shall say what fatal hesitancy might not have intervened – Churchill 
· July 23, Austria sent an ultimatum to Serbia making certain demands to most of which Serbia agreed
· One of the most serious refusals was to launch a joint investigation into the circumstances of the assassination
· Why was the ultimatum so late, Austria wanted German assurance which it got on July 5 but it also wanted its preparations well advanced before war
· Poincare had also been in St. Petersburg so preferred him to be on way home
· On July 25 Austria assured Russia that it wouldn’t annex any Serbian territory, same day Russia decided on first military measure against Austria which would be followed by war if Austria attacked Serbia
· Russian military doctrine allowed no such thing as partial mobilization, mobilization meant war
· Also on July 25 France gave Russia an assurance of support in whatever it was going to do
· What was Russia going to do? Attack Germany and perhaps A-H, Germany was more dangerous opponent
· Replied to ultimatum and tried to appear to accept more points but didn’t accept investigation, Austria then mobilized against Serbia and Wilhelm in Berlin remarked, after reading Serbia’s reply, that now there was no cause for war. He didn’t understand that here was a mechanism in motion, that you couldn’t just stop like that
· All were on edge and ready because Russian mobilization was in progress
· July 27 French military preparations decided
· July 27 British fleet ordered not to disband after a test mobilization, British fleet was mobilized, approved by cabinet
· July 28 Austria declared war on Serbia, Germany urged and Grey favored an Austrian occupation of Belgrade and then negotiations with Russia for settlement of dispute
· July 28 British admiralty ordered the first fleet to proceed to preliminary stations in the north sea
· Nicolas II on July 29 was under pressure from Sasonov and now agreed to general mobilization, another coterie in operation
· Received a telegram form Wilhelm II his effort to bring Austria in to line, he then revoked general mobilization in favor of full mobilization against Austria (no difference)
· Wrote to Wilhelm II on July 30 – already took military measures five days ago in order to defend our self because of the actions of Austria
· July 31 Germany proclaimed a state of threatening danger of war, demanded Russia cease preparations on border
· Austria declared general mobilization
· Still no French initiative against Germany, Schlieffen Plan demanded that
· August 1 France declared general mobilization, later Germany declared general mobilization then declared war on Russia, still no French declaration of war on Germany, which they needed
· August 2 Britain closed channel to German fleet, Germany invaded Luxembourg and requested permission of passage through Belgium, refused
· August 2 Germany declared war on France
· August 4 Germany declared war on Belgium, Britain declared war on Germany
· August 6 A-H declared war on Russia
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· August 12 

· German invasion of Belgium was expected
· French and Belgians built fortresses while the Germans built railway heads on their side
· French and British staffs had calculated that German operations would be limited, they were surprised by the scale of the attack
· Motlke had two extra army corps, he also used reservists in the front line
· This was a gamble
· Belgians constructed major fortification structures at Liege and Namur from 1888-92 to withstand the strongest known artillery
· General Otto von Emmich was given 48 hours to take Liege, his task force crossed into Belgium on August 4, significant bombardment then the infantry would attack
· The German infantry suffered heavy losses and had to retreat
· On August 6 when no progress seemed to be made General Ludendorff rode into the confusion and found that a commanding officer of 14th brigade had been killed, he took command
· Penetrated a ring of fortresses surrounding Liege itself
· Took possession of the city, that gave the Germans crucial advantage and Ludendorff urged forward the second army
· By August 16, 9 days later than 48hrs Emmich had been given, the last forces of Liege were taken
· Moved to Namur and repeated their victory by the 24th 
· Something happened like in 1870-71 when German forces had penetrated deep into France and were besieging Paris, Frenchmen decided to annoy the Germans and fight them themselves, the Germans were hard on these people who were not legally defined fighters
· Reaction of the Germans to this now was an overreaction, unjustified executions of civilians, in first months about 5,000 Belgian civilians were shot, reports of German atrocities, which were wildly exaggerated in England and America
· Although not everything was exaggerated, burned the University of Luban and its ancient library
· On November 8 – Professor Lewis will give a guest lecture on the US entry into the war
· British expeditionary force consisted of 2 army corps under General French
· General Joffre Commander in Chief of Allied forces ordered an attack on Alsace-Lorraine – that was Plan 17
· Main French attack started on August 7 against German 6 and 7th armies
· The fell back then attacked again until 23rd of August when the French front was solidified
· French middle front broke south of the Ardennes, the Battle of the Marne followed from the 5th to 12th of Sept. German forces crossed the Marne on 4th of September and British and French forces were retreating to Paris
· About the 5th of September French and British forces counter attacked
· Communication was not direct, heads of different army divisions had to talk to army headquarters and they would decide and then pass it on to who they wanted to communicate with
· British were worse when it came to command structure and efficiency
· Bulow ordered a retreat and Kluck had to follow again, in addition to his own retreat
· On 12th of September Moltke suffered a nervous breakdown
· Moltke realized he didn’t have control and couldn’t get control easily with the command structure as it was
· He was replaced by the War Minister of Prussia, Falkenhayn, became Chief of the General Staff
· He stopped the French at some place where the Germans and French would fight for the next four years
· The Schlieffen Plan had unraveled as Schlieffen had predicted, the German forces were too weak to advance to and beyond Paris
· After the Marne they had nothing to do but fight along there
· First Battle of Ypres on November 30, the British line was just holding against a concentrated and ferocious attack, the German forces outnumbered the British but the British were more experienced and they slaughtered the Germans who had had little training and were inexperienced
· From now on the dominant scene was trench warfare, barbed wire, machine guns the front stretched from the Alps to the North Sea, unknown phenomenon until now
· 14th of November Falkenhyn considered the war lost, but he fought on
· He should have resigned, should have refused to continue fighting? Or he had a duty and sworn obedience, if he resigned he was deserting his troops
· He didn’t know it would go on for four years
· Things happening in the East also
· Russian advanced into German and Austrian territory, G and A hadn’t coordinated their plans for such a situation
· Generally there was a plan that G forces would appear two months into the war after the defeat of France, as far as coordination went
· Get a confused and confusing situation
· Conrad, Austrian Chief of general Staff, had planned a deployment of forces against Serbia or Russia, 28th of July he was unsure whether Russia would entered so he ordered an attack on Serbia, including forces he would have needed if Russians attacked
· July 30th hoped for a quick defeat of Serbia before Russia could mobilized’
· But Russia was quicker than expected
· Austrians launched an offensive against the Russians in Galitzia called troops from Serbia to here, noticed a Russian offensive against them where they were badly beaten
· Barely managed to hold line against Russians along the Carpathian mountains
· Moves against Serbia were also not very successful
· By end of 1914 A-H had lost 2 million men, dead wounded or capture
· Austrian premature offensive against Russia had jeopardized and weakened any further A and German offenses in the East
· Operations in East Prussia
· Russians had two armies here commanded by the Commander in Chief Nikola Jewich
· First army by Rennenkampf and the second by Sansonov
· Suffered a serious set back in the August 20th Battle of Gumbinnen
· Threw the Germans back and the Germans had much smaller numbers, hey were 153,000 and Russians had 191,000 troops in the field
· The  as the German commander seemed unlucky, von Gaffron, was replaced by General von Hindenburg who came out of retirement
· Ludendorff was attached to him as Chief of Staff, together they defeated the two Russian armies separately
· Able to do this because Ludendorff was a railway man, new how to shift and move troops
· Able to attack the first army so quickly they had no chance of uniting with the second army
· Then he moved his troops south so fast that the second troops could also get no help and was defeated
· Battle of Tannenburg on 27 and 29th of August, subsequent encounter on Mesourian lakes on 8-10 of September, together these were brilliant successes of generals trained in the art of movement
· In 1915 the British were still junior partners of the French on the continent, French had far more forces
· But Junior partner applied only to land warfare, not naval
· Heavy pressure in British cabinet to limit British aid to France on land in favor of British maritime operations
· But after the failure of the Dardanelles campaign, the Westerners in British cabinet gained ascendency
· Germans attacked only once in Second Battle of Ypres in April 1915 to try out a new weapon, Chlorine Gas
· Initially surprising and effective results, Entente quickly adapted and adopted it
· This was also an addition to German list of barbarism
· Germany also built elaborate trenches protected by artillery fire and barbed wire
· Artillery was for many middle class soldiers a preferred weapon, could usually not enter the Calvary which was socially superior
· Entente was slow to learn about artillery
· Entente felt obliged to attack the German positions
· In 1915 the Entente attacks rarely penetrated beyond the first German trenches
· British achieved a breech in the German front but then they had run out of forces and had no reserves to exploit this breech, reasons were faulty staff work and confusion of demand
· Attack operations went on for months with little success
· For 1916 both sides made bigger plans
· Entente planned a simultaneous great attack in west and east
· In west led to Battle of the Somme, French was replaced by Sir Douglas Haig
· Haig and Entente leaders believed they had a formula, more guns, longer preliminary barrages, better communication, better staff work
· Amounted to a strategy of attrition, attempt to wear out the opposing side
· On German side Falkenhayn was hesitant and convinced that and exclusive victory would be as elusive in east as west
· 1916 Germans blocked the Baltic sea blocking aid to Russia from the West
· Turkey joined Central powers in October 1914 and closed the Dardanelles to B, R, and French ships
· Two German ships (a dreadnought and ship) evaded the British in Mediterranean and able to anchor off Istanbul on August 15 1914 and on August 16 transferred to the Turkish navy
· Now flying the Turkish flag the two ships bombarded Odessa 
· B government promised Istanbul to Russians and sought to take over the oil refineries which led to Gallipoli
· January 1915 the Russians asked for a demonstration against Istanbul, deep skepticism, seemed wiser to concentrate British land forces for front in France
· Did try attacking Gallipoli 
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· 
· Falkenhyn Chief of General Staff, was convinced that a conclusive victory would be as illusive in East as it was in the West
· Initially a success, the Russian Front was moving eastward
· Poland and countries up to Baltic were occupied
· By 1915 both sides were entrenched in trenches
· German forces more over extended than ever and no victory was in sight
· The Dardanelles campaign was occasioned by the Germans blocking the Baltic Sea, which meant the Russians were unable to receive aid from the Entente
· Turkey had joined Central Powers in October 1914 and closed the Dardanelles to the entente, meant 1/3 of Russian exports (grain particularly) were blocked
· Two German War ships managed to evade British in Mediterranean
· The Goeben was a dreadnought and the Breslan was a light cruiser
· They anchored off Istanbul on August 12, 1914 and transferred to the Turkish Navy, able to bombard Odessa on October 29
· Meanwhile the British government promised Istanbul to Russia and itself sought to pick up the oil refineries, proposed to force the Dardanelles passage and intimidate Turkey’s capital
· In January 1915, Russia asked for a demonstration against Istanbul to relieve pressure on Russia in the Caucasus
· Debate in Britain over this, seemed wiser to concentrate the British forces in France and help the continental allies, but Churchill advocated the Dardanelles campaign
· The War Minister, Kitchener, also favored this enterprise, saying it would reopen the shipping roots for Russian grain exports, assist the Serbs who were holding of Austrians
· So British ordered to take Gallipoli peninsula, attacked March 1915, British and French were turned back from mines and recalled land forces
· Forces arrived piecemeal and suffered potential losses in landing
· Monro advised evacuation
· By October 1915 the campaign had been a total failure and they withdrew
· October and November 1915 Austria and Germany overran Serbian territory connecting themselves to Turkey, so they could support Turkey in the Gallipoli offensive
· At this point Italy persuaded by Entente offers decided to join the war in 1915, Mussolini had argued against entry into the war “couldn’t see who was going to win”
· Entente could promise Italy things the Central powers couldn’t (such as part of Turkey and Austria-Hungary)
· In 1916 Falkenhyn believed that British was the main adversary
· Falkenhyn urged in a memorandum in 1916 – ordered unrestricted sub warfare against Britain, and he proposed a devastating blow against France the method was to be attrition (not Schlieffen’s envelopment). F argued if they attacked Verdun the French would have to defend it, not that it was strategically important but it carried history and honor with it which would have forced any French government to defend it. The idea was to attract French forces to defend Verdun and have a concentrated military force that could be defeated through attrition
· That also meant that neutral shipping (aka US supply ships) would be stopped and confiscated or torpedoed, difficult decision to make because ti could bring the US into the war
· Verdun began in February 1916 with a massive offensive, lasted for 6 months
· Turned out that under the able defense that Petain put up, attrition cut both ways, both sides employed artillery, gas and flame throwers, and each side lost about ½ million men
· But Verdun remained in French control and was a French victory
· Heavy blow to German military and civil morale and prestige
· But again things balanced themselves, by a very successful defense on the part of the Germans, defended their positions on the Somme
· The Battle of the Somme lasted from July 1- September 5
· By evening of the first day 21,000 of the attackers were dead
· Careful preparation of infantry and artillery disappeared in fog of war
· Entente forces in the entire battle of the Somme advanced 10 miles at the cost of 600,000 men
· Considering manpower resources of British and Germans, the British certainly suffered more even if both sides had same number of losses
· By end of 1916 the Entente believed in attrition as key to winning the war
· The battle of the Somme became illustrative of incompetent Entente generalship
· Meanwhile in the East Russian offensives in 1916 advanced the Russian front somewhat
· Russians kept promise to launch a further attack on June 1 headed by General Brussilov, it opened on the Galitzian front
· Advanced the Russian front by 60 miles along a 20 mile front
· Russians able to take 200,000 prisoners of war
· Russians suffered close to 1 million casualties in process
· Then Romania entered the war, on August 27, 1916 with their “laughably incompetent” army, rapidly defeated under the command of Falkenyn and gave Central powers access to Romanian grain
· If there was no prospect of victory why not make peace
· But now it was Falkenhyn’s turn to find another job, had been wrong in West in 1914 and 1916 and wrong in the east in 1915, his position had become eroded, marked with tensions with Eastern High command over strategic disagreements
· Ludendorff called Falkenhyn a gambler
· Tensions with the Chancellor, Hollweg
· In Spring 1916 the two disagreed about unrestricted sub warfare, the Emperor sided with Hollweg 
· Falkenhyn recorded he was to be appointed second Chief of the General staff and didn’t like that, wanted to be appointed first quartermaster general which he was, but position was still the same
· Authority of this position was never laid down in writing
· Ludendorff said strategy was not an issue, the military leadership didn’t have a choice between strategies, only a choice between collapse and fight
· 1916 an effort was made to form a combined supreme war command of Austrian, Hungarian and German forces under the Kaiser
· On September 4, 1916 Emperor Francis Joseph agreed
· Not very effective and somewhat late in the war to do this
· When Ludendorff toured the Battlefield of the Somme in 1916 he was appalled and decided not to loose any more German men and decided on a defensive stance in the west until the subs had paralyzed Britain
· Ordered a withdrawal of the Somme battlefields
· The new line was shorted and better fortified established on March 17, 1917 “Hindenburg line”
· The Hindenburg line was more defensible but also retreated behind territory in which all dwellings were burned, cattle slaughtered and water poisoned to prevent enemy from settling in the territory – scorched earth method
· Breaking the Hindenburg line was almost impossible
· But British technology had improved
· No British successes on land in 1917
· German sub warfare seemed to be succeeding in 1917 also
· Question whether British army could win the war before the Navy lost
· ???
· French army virtually collapsed, result was collective in discipline reported from 54 divisions in may, had large scale indiscipline
· 23,385 verdicts of guilt for mutiny, 49 executions
· Petain was able to improved conditions somewhat and refrained from major offensives, used a minimum of severity in dealing with indiscipline
· Most of army not judged fit for attack until summer of 1918, a full year
· It was noticed that discipline depended on consent
· Russian army refused to go on in July 1917 
· The Italian army disintegrated
· March 1918 the British army collapsed
· The German army also collapsed only in October 1918 after the leadership had asked for an armistice
· Meanwhile Russia collapsed all together after the March 1917 Revolution
· The peasant/farm population in the army wanted to go home, they didn’t understand it
· They knew from the propaganda of the Bolsheviks, particularly from Lenin’s April Thesis, Lenin had promised Land, Bread and Peace
· The provisional government and Soviets rejected idea of a separate peace with the Central powers, Lenin favored it
· When peasants heard land was going to be divided they had to go home to be there to get the land
· By September 1917 German and Austrian forces advanced
· 7-8 November Lenin was able to seize power and able to fulfill one of the April thesis
· Peace of Brest-Litovsk March 3
· For German side this was a victory peace, Siegfrieden
· Things didn’t look so bad for a moment
· On western front the collapse of the French army, which wasn’t known in detail to German front, resulted in a tendency on French to wait for US who joined on April 6, 1917
· Sir Alexander Hague believed the US would be too late, all depended on them and they decided on war
· Hague believed that only grinding pressure on German people through attrition of army promised victory
· Main attack at end of July saw problems of the Somme duplicated
· At beginning of November Canadians captured Paschendale, British lost 240,000, Germans lost 200,000
· November 20 Hague launched a new attack trying out combo of infantry, tanks and artillery
· Hotblack traced the route for the tanks to follow with sawdust but it snowed
· The Germans were surprised and their defenses were overran by 4 miles
· Germans counter attacked 10 days later and retook the lost ground
· Hague’s credit lost Lord _____ took over
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
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· 
· By 1915 the British blockade began to have an effect on Germany
· Feamle mortality in 1913 was 14.3 in 1000 by 1917 it was 21.6 in 1000
· By January 1918 there were prolonged strikes in cities, martial law had been prolonged in Hamburg
· The brutality of the war was felt to be increasingly unsupportable 
· In July 1917 the Reichstag passed a peace resolution and used a principle to ield to stabilize the opponent
· Declared themselves in favor of a peace without annexations, August 4, 1915
· That position changed during the war, in part because successes were expected
· Parliament was doing something that the government didn’t want, a oeace resolution at this time meant end the war, the one on August 4 meant we are pure and innocent, going to war because we’re forced, but in 1917 it didn’t mean that it meant undercutting the government who had made certain war aims
· Britain was not much better prepared for war
· Control over ports, shipping, railways and insurance rates
· A number of legislative measures taken (Find in “The Law Reports”)
· Lord Kitchener appealed for volunteers, came from peer groups, family pressure, businesses, towns, villages
· 1 million volunteers joined by end of 1914 but supply of vilunteers dried up in summer of 1915 and May 1916 they reluctantly introduced conscription
· Women took over for men in the factories, suffrage for women supported the war effort because they thought women replacing men would help the women’s case in obtaining suffrage
· They were sacrificing their men in order to get the vote, men needed to go to war to take over their jobs so they could get leverage to get the vote
· By 1918 women over 30 could vote
· Hunger was not a serious problem but by 1918 much of the pop was undernourished
· France lost 40% of coal deposits and 90% of iron deposit, but France hd access to the Western Hemisphere
· Had an efficient bureaucracy which England didn’t have and Germany didn’t really have
· Neither food supplies or armaments suffered in France, but many French men’s lives were lost
· Humilitaion of fighting an enemy in their own country, led ot exhaustion if not demoralization (led to the collapse of the army)
· Russia was the opposite of France, administratively inefficient and geographically isolated
· Russian army was short of ammunition and artillery and rifles
· Lost 4 million men by end of 1915, more than any other army
· The Tsarina and aristocratic clique and Rasputin in August 1915 pursuaded the Tsar’s uncle in 1915 to give up supreme command of the army in favor of the Tsar Nicholas in charge, meant Tsarina and the rest could run the government
· The greatest harm they did was they blocked any chance of reform
· More and more strikes, evasion of military service in country
· By end of 1916 conclusion was Russia had become ungovernable
· In A-H internal dissentions were growing
· Multinational solidarity there at beginning of war soon declined
· Conrad, Chief of General staff, disastrous winter campaign cost over 2 million men by 1915
· Required increasing numbers of German advisors
· Depended more on Hungarians for food, they had more than enough  but they weren’t gladly sharing it
· The genially incompetent bureaucracy of Austria didn’t dare apply sanctions for fear of loosing the little support they had
· Vienna began to starve even earlier than Petrograd
· Military leaders in Germany held similar views as those in Britain and France, the war had become one of endurance, didn’t say publically attrition (affects human beings)
· Efficiency in killing opponents was crucial
· By this measure Germany should have won the war
· Civilians in war industries were as much a part of the war effort as were the soldiers, provided the means for war, therefore they should be under military control
· Hindenburg and Ludendorff took control and established a war office and an auxiliary war law, subjected the entire pop to conscription
· Entire population as part of the belligerent force then they are legitimate targets, in Britain, France or Germany
· Justification for naval blockade (and in WWII for strategic air offensive in Germany)
· The supreme army command cooperated with the trade unions and provided for substantial wage increases in war industries, nevertheless the desire for peace was increasing
· Bread riots
· Urban poor had to subsist on cattle turnips 
· In Hungary diseases spread
· Statisticians related 370,000 deaths directly to the blockade
· In Russia there were more strikes than diseases, they were ready for strike
· Petrograd in 1917 went out of control and brought down the Tsar
· In A-H there were strike
· As early as 1916 a new emperor succeeded Francis Joseph in November, Carl
· He initiated peace negotiations with France also in November, didn’t tell Germany

War Aims
· Entente
· Agreed upon between Britain France and Russia on September 5, 1914
· Fundamental point was that which is written into practically any war agreement, not to make a separate peace
· A list of entente war aims formally stated to president Wilson on January 10, 1917, included (find some of these in Wilson’s 14 Points)
· Evacuation of all occupied territories in east and west
· Return of Alsace to France
· Restoration of Belgium, Serbia and Montenegro
· Return of Poland to Russia
· Liberation of the Italians who lived under a non-Italian government
· Liberation of South-Slavs, Czechs, Slovaks, etc.
· The Turks would be driven out of Europe, liberate the people’s under Turkish rule
· Promises had been made to Italy that weren’t included in this list – terrol to Brenner pass, Istria and Dalmatian pass (part of former Yugoslavia), island of Rhodes, 12 islands in the Adriatic and Province of Adalia
· French war aims not in list – the Rhine, divide Germany, occupy positions in Germany east of the Rhine
· Russian war aims not in list – acquisition of Constantinople and control of the Straights
· England to receive most of German colonies, also not on list
·  Germany was willing to negotiate at this point but on the basis of status quo
· German war aims don’t suggest this, they had farther reaching war aims
· None of the others would settle on the status quo, you would be admitting you are not winning
· France and Russia, in Feb and March 1917 that France was to expand beyond Alsace to the borders of the former Dutchy of Lorraine
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· Russia was to set her Western border in full freedom according to her wishes (blank cheque for Russia to get what she wants)

· Aims of Russia and France are identical
· France seeks no territorial gains in Europe with exception of regaining Lorraine, also seeking no additional gains in Africa except getting the Congo back from Germany
Principle aim of France (all three at one in this aim) is destruction of the German Empire and weakening of political and military power of Prussia
GB will demand restoration of independent Hanover, also seeks no conquest in Europe but will demand colonial expansion at Germany’s expense (France wont object to this)
Russia demand freedom of Turkish straits with adequate guarantees, make an end of the Hapsburg monarchy
· September 5, 1914 agreed to pursue no separate peace
· Subsequently, April 1915 concessions to Italy and May 1916 B and F agreed to dismember Asiatic Turkey
· March 18, 1918 Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
· Sum of Entente war aims was annexations on a mass scale, so meant they couldn’t end the war unless they completely defeated Germany
· This aim was the declared aim of Lloyd George, PM from December 1916
· On December 12, 1916 after Verdun and the Somme, when it was clear that only the killing of hundreds of thousands more on both sides might bring a decision, aka the weakening of one side not destruction, both sides would more or less be equally exhausted, one side for different reasons might give up first
· Germany offered to president Wilson to join a peace conference and the German offer mentioned only peace and conciliation, no conditions
· On Dec. 20, Wilson asked all belligerents to state their war aims
· Entente answered Dec. 30 with a  general but holy unconciliatory punitive demand – for punishment, reparation and guarantees, refused to negotiate a peace of the basis of the status quo
· The German government had not thought of war aims before the war, could only be achieved through victory
· September 9, 1914: Fischer Thesis – Germany had been planning and preparing for war all along, for years before 1914, but he wasn’t able to point to any document that pre-dated September 1914
· Sept. 9 document was an internal document, contingency plan for if the war was won, it was ambitious, expansionist
· Drafted at a time when things didn’t look so bad for Germany
· Hollwegg wanted annexations from France, but not much, war indemnities so France wouldn’t be able to spend much on armaments for next 20 years, annexations from Belgium and Luxembourg, Central European Economic Union
· Also contemplated annexations in Africa to produce a coherent German Central Colonial Africa
· Russia was to suffer territorial losses of unspecified territorial dimensions
· By summer 1917 Hindenburg and Ludendorff were virtual dictators of Germany
· War, temporary dictatorship, that also existed in France and Britain
· Supreme army command pushed Hollwegg to clearly define the war aims
· Germany army only had a right to request military aims
· Wanted to ensure there wasn’t a lost
· Hollwegg and Zimmerman were forced to come to an army conference
· More or less reiterated what was in the September 9 list
· Now included more specific conditions in east parts of the Baltic countries, Polish territory was to be dominated militarily, economically and politically, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania to be attached to A-H, Germany would secure oil interests in Romania, make Belgium a successor state, annex Flanders coats, annex Luxembourg, make some frontier improvements in Alsace-Lorraine
· An armistice was to apply only to land war, sea war would continue to exert pressure on Britain
· Colonies were to be dealt with later, big difference from Sept. 9
· The reality was a bit different: A-H was gradually going to pieces, German workers were becoming restless and striking, sub warfare wasn’t succeeding
· Center Party changed its position in July 1917 debate, they had supported Sub warfare but now Erzberger accused the War office of basing their predictions for the campaign on existing British tonnage not world tonnage to which B had access nor on building rate and capacity of enemy and neutral powers
· Predicted at a sinking rate of such and such it would take so many months to bring Britain to her knees but they ignored other resources
· A new majority was formed, with this they decided to discuss peace issue
· Hollwegg agreed to unrestricted sub warfare and the campaign was exposed as ineffective, in terms of forcing the other side to make peace
· Now Hindenburg and Ludendorff threatened to resign if Hollwegg stayed in office
· Loyal soldiers said the same thing
· The Kaiser gave in and practically destroying Bismarck’s constitution because it was the Emperor who appointed Chancellors not Chief of General Staff or Porter Master General
· Everyone agreed Hollwegg’s successor should be Michaelis, the Reichstag then passed Peace Resolution on September 19, 1917
· Restated August 4 1914 statement, Germany had no desire for conquest, only a will to defend Germany, Germany wanted a peace of conciliation, also advocated freedom of the high seas and formation of an international organization
· Then Russia started to collapse and great new vistas were starting to collapse
· The opponents of the Peace Resolution got organized, Vaterlandspartei led by Turpitz and an Agrarian Credit Union director, Kapp, supported by supreme army command and Michaelis was supportive of this new party
· Michaelis sought a new majority in the Reichstag farther to the right, he got no majority
· On October 24, 1917 the Kaiser dropped him
· He was succeeded by a leader of the Center party, Hertling, who agreed with the majority parties to conduct the peace resolution
· Chancellor until October 3, 1918
· But if anyone conducted policy it was the Supreme Army Command
· The collapse of Russia provided an opportunity for Germany to demonstrate that she wanted no annexations, they want a peace of conciliation
· But in the Peace of Brest-Litovsk Germany obtained large tracts of territory, both Soviet Russia and Germany recognized the principle of national self-determination
· Nation was largely based on language and culture
· Soviet interpretation was given on May 12, 1917 when it passed a motion by Stalin regarding right on National Self-Determination
· The question of the right of nations to secede freely must not be confused with the question of the feasibility of the separation, the later question must be solved independently by party of proletariat in every individual case and stand point of interest of class struggle for socialism.
· Secession and temporary separation aren’t the same thing
· In this resolution have the same principle proclaimed in Brezhnev Doctrine in 1968 when Czechoslovakia tried to leave the USSR
Germany had never intended to leave it up to certain populations whether they wanted to be Russian or German, really Poland was to be largely Austrian, Romania forced to grant commercial concessions, Georgia and Ukraine occupied for its resources
Peace of B-L made it clear Germany was not ready for a peace of conciliation
· Brings us to the end of 1917

The War at Sea
· German navy at beginning of war had 37 capital ships, 8 coastal cruiser, 8 large cursers, 34 small cruisers, 29 subs
· Royal navy had 62 line ships (20 dreadnoughts) plus 40 armored cruisers (9 battle cruisers), 73 small cruisers, 300 destroyers and 83 subs
· G and A-H together had 42 subs
· The Kaiser gave a directive on December 3, 1912 for naval warfare which was enforced in 1914
· To do damage to the blockading forces of the enemy as far as possible through numerous and repeated attacks day and night
· Intended infliction of risk
· As British Admiralty realized in 1915/16 Germany might just succeed if the war continued with war level skirmishes
· Germany could see that no matter what they did they would be blockaded in the North Sea, would be easy for an opponent to enforce such a blockade
· So they calculated they would have to deal with a blockade
· The German navy blocked the Baltic against Russia
· August 28 off Heligoland with British war ships
· German Sub U-9 sank cruisers off the coast of Holland
· German navy helped to block the Black Sea against Russia
· German ships joined Turkish navy and defeated Russian navy in Black Sea
· German modern cruisers
· August 1914 German ships in the Carolines
· Ships represented a major threat to Entente Shipping depending on how they were sued, but Germany had no plan to attack Entente shipping and didn’t have enough ports and supplies
· Might even have to protect its own supply ships 
· By 1915 the British had virtually destroyed the overseas squadrons of the German navy
· 
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· Neither the British nor the Germans had a plan for high seas raiding
· German plan was to force an early decision in France
· No specific plans were made for high seas raiding
· There were German ships on the high seas, they did pose a threat particularly to Australian and New Zealand shipping
· Cost the Royal Navy heavy losses in 1914 and 1915
· Not talking about subs at this point
· German navy at a disadvantage numerically
· Germans had to rely on neutral ports
· Made more difficult because the German radio codes were rapidly broken by the British Admiralty
· On other hand the British Navy had no fast heavily armored ships in the Atlantic
· They took up the challenge of course, forced a German raider into a delta in German East Africa, after the Battle of Zanzibar
· 19 September
· British victory at the Falklands marked the end of Germany’s High seas victory except in the North sea
· Austrians able to secure the Adriatic as an Austrian lake
· Continued naval war in Mediterranean, the Balkans and the Black Sea
· Heligoland August 28, 1914 where British sank a destroyer and three cruisers
· German ships bombarded ships on 16 December
· On January 1, German subs sank a ship in the Channel
· January 24, German naval forces attempted to trap British forces but British intelligence was superior
· German ships were badly damaged and had no choice but to retreat, in turn able to badly damage a British cruiser
· After this the German high seas fleet stayed close to home for months pondering its strategy
· 20:13 British:German dreadnoughts August 1914, November 1914 it went down to 17:15
· There were mines
· Lusitania incident
· One of the chief reasons for US entry into the war but it was 2 years before the US’ entry
· British passenger ship launched
· In August 1914 it was requisitioned by admiralty and positioned with gun mountings but not guns
· Had an important job to do, from Nov 1914 the L’s schedule was one round voyage per month regularly carrying munitions from US to England
· British gov continuously adding to the contraband list
· Nov 2, 1914 declared the entire North Sea a military zone, open violation of international law
· On January 30, 1915 ordered British merchant ships to fly neutral flags and attempt to ram and sub that challenge them
· German government declared sea surrounding Great Britain a war zone and declared an enemy ships would be sunk without warning
· Neutral ships will also be exposed to danger in the war zone as the misuse of neutral flags ordered by the British government
· April 22, 1915 the imperial German embassy published a notice in US newspapers saying travelers intending to embark on a cross sea voyage are reminded a zone of war includes the sea surrounding Britain, vessels flying the flag of GB or her allies are liable to destruction in those waters, travelers in such ships do so at their own risk
· On May 1, 1915 the Lusitania sailed from New York carrying 124 US passengers and 173 tons of amo
· On May 7 the commander of U-20 Captain Schmeegle ordered to fire which struck the cargo hold where the amo was causing huge explosions
· US public was outraged, diplomatic notes exchanged, serious conflict between the Chancellor and naval high command, Chancellor took an international relations point of view, wanted the US to stay out of the war
· British freighter was sunk on August 19, 1915
· Armed British freighters flying the false American flag sunck a German sub and as the crew tried to swim to the ships the British killed the sub crew with gunfire
· In September 1915 the German gov suspended sub warfare around the British Isles
· Sept 24 U-41 was sunk
· January 1916 the British parliament debated Sub warfare, by this time US protests had become so strong that they German naval high command took note and commanded that sub commanders must not sink at sight and withdrew subs from the Atlantic and the channel
· German subs had to adhere to the rules of ship warfare, surface and identify themselves and investigate, make sure passengers and crew were safely in life boats before they sunk the ship
· Effect of subs was still large during 1915, 50-100 ships lost per month British lost merchant ships
· Repercussions of Lusitania forced Germany o return to unrestricted Sub warfare
· There have been attempts to civilize warfare
· Ratio of the grand fleet to the high seas fleet by April 1916 was 31:18 dreadnoughts, 10:5 battle cruisers, 113:72 destroyers
· German navy’s pride demanded action while the army was shedding its blood at Flanders and Verdun
· Sheer began commanding the German fleet
· In April he bombarded Lofstof on British east Coast, timed the raid to coincide with Irish uprising
· He planned a large scale sortie at end of may, became the battle of Jutland
· May 31, 1916 250 British and German war ships were steaming towards one another, German side was only slightly stronger than the British force
· Sheer decided to take entire High Seas Fleet into North Sea to surprise the British 
· Germans turn to be surprised
· But then Jellicoe slowed down because he was told Sheer was still in port which he wasn’t
· The Battle of Jutland was the largest naval battle of the war and of history to date
· Not really clear exactly what happened
· Limited agreement over who was victorious, separate tactical from strategic, tactical victory for German side but strategic victory for British side, Germans didn’t succeed strategic objective of breaking the blockade 
· German high seas fleet
· When the British forces met the German dreadnoughts they turned to try to draw the Germans into Jellicoe’s main forces, they followed up to a point and the maneuver was relatively successful
· Two encounters between Dreadnoughts
· Germans lost one battle cruiser, 5 destroyers, 3 somethings, and 1 dreadnought and 2,051 German sailors died
· 3 battle cruisers, 4 armored cruisers and 8 destroyers British lost and 6,094 sailors died
· The surviving German ships suffered more damage than the British surviving ships
· German fleet couldn’t risk another such battle
· They stayed in coastal waters, didn’t break the blockade to this extent it proved worthless
· Still some later actions but still more subdued
· November 17, 1917 German dreadnoughts battled British near Helgoland
· Overall it was inactivity and growing discontent and agitation
· Since they were idle they had time to think
· By August 1917 there was serious discontent and mutiny in 1918
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· 
Russian Revolution
· Revolution in 1905, in aftermath of that the Duma was set up with limited concessions
· Tsarist Regime was still facing a lot of opposition in immediate pre-war years
· Waves of strikes and labor unrest in 1913 and 1914
· Going into the war brought a certain amount of patriotic rallying which for a short time dampened the rallying
· Russia faced numerous problems in the war:
1. Although Russian army recorded significant and repeated victories on A-H front between 1914-16 and against the Turks on Caucasese front the Amry faced repeted severee defeats with Germany along hundreds of miles of its border
2. After Turkey’s entry, it wasn’t easy for the western allies to supply the massive amount of military and economic aid Russia required because of the central power’s blockade
3. More significant, consecuence of massive expansion of industrial production in Russia which greatly strained the transportation system
a. Inability to deliver goods to where they needed to be was more important than the shortages 
b. Wheat prices rose by more than 800% in industrial areas at a time when average industrial wage increased only by 100%
c. With this distribution problem there were four connected problems
i. Transportation
ii. Hoarding of food by landowners and peasants
iii. Inadequate food distribution polcieis of the government – enabled middle men and balck market
iv. Rapid expansion of industrial production which emant that transition from agrarian economy was happening at a rapid speed with negative results
v. Also influx of disposed refugees from war zone into the cities
4. Failure of government, Russian bureaucracy was tiny, ineffective and ridden by factions
a. No factions to collect income tax which helps the war effort, but instead the government was dependent on loans and printing of paper money resulting in enormous inflation
5. Existence of revolutionary organizaions seeking to capitalize on the war to bring about overthrow of tsarist regime – actively aided by central powers as a way to weaken Russian regime
a. Austrians arrested Lenin in August 1914 but because they saw he could have greater destabilizing value they allowed him to travel and live in neuctral switzeland
b. Spirng 1915 the German government gave Lenin money
c. Within Russia iteelf Bolshevikcells were organized in army units and when the students were drafted into the army in Dec. 1914 bolshevik students were given access to the army
d. July 1915 – minister of war – demoralization, surrender and desertion are assuming huge proportions
e. US ambassador in Berlin – Germans picking out revolutionists from Russian POWS and sending them back to Russia to stir up a rev
f. As for Rusisna socialists they were heavily involved in an international socialist conference in Sept 1915 – Lenin and Troskey were there – conference issued a mnaifesto calling for immediate peace and civil war between the classes throughout Europe
g. Further indication of central powers attempt to stir up revolution in Dec. 1915 gave a Russian Bolshevik money to spread anti-war propaganda throughout Russia
h. Effectiveness of all this is unclear but it probably did play a role in 1915 and 16 inf ermenting a large number of strikes by industrial workers, troops and sailors
6. This opposition was not just located on revolutionary fringe, parties in the Duma had largely supported the war on the outset (except the socialist) but it became the focus of a liberal parliamentary block who became critical of the Tsar and his advisors over their actions in the war – aprticulary in 1915 after their retreat from Galicia
a. Criticism of army leadership led to the Tsar in Sept 1915 took over command of the army personally,f rom then on he was mostly at front line leaving behind his ministers, his powerful figure wife who was heavily influenced by Rasputin
b. None of this was going to inspire any form of confidence in the political and military leadership of the war
c. Military retreat was reversed for a time on A-H front in 1916 with Bruselov Offensive, advances were made into Austrian territories – put further strains on problems of supply and transportation
· Inadequate food supplies, inflation, casualties all fueled unrest
· By end of 1916 army had lost 1.7 million men
· Reserves could continually be drawn up but at this stage the government decided to call up second category recruits (males who were sole breadwinners for families who ahd been left out of first draft)
· This was not liked by peasants or those called in
· Unanimous about scale or weakening of military discipline
· In attempt to save tsars rep a group of conservatives murdered Rasputin in December 1916 
· Februrary Revolution of 1917
· Actually mean March – Russiaw as still using old style calendar which was a month behind – use western dates revoltuons occurred in March and November (actually February and October)
· By start of 1917 clear Russian authorities loosing control in army wehre discipline was breaking down, in villages where there was cincreasing hosi-tilities, in towns with strikes
· Demands were for food and peace
· The Duma following events rather than leading them became focus for demands for reform
· When it was perogued by the government at end of February it led to widespread strikes in Petrograd
· The leaders of the Duma established a committee to attempt to control the situation but dessserting soliders and workers established a rival committee (Petrograd Soviets)
· The Tsar was still at his military headquarters on the front while this was going on
· On march 12 the Tsar left the front for the capital, 17,000 soldiers of Petrograd garrison joned crowds in street
· Started fighting in street with loyal troops who were outnumbered
· Marks start of first Russian Rev on 1917
· March 14 by ordered of reilutionaries the tsars train was stopped
· Order #1 
· March 15 Tsar still stranded on his train, all principle stations from there into Petrograd occupied by revolutionary troops
· Army command abandoned the Tsar at this time – pushed to abdicated to prevent anarchy, he agreed
· “In name of welfare, tranquilty and salvation of Russia I am willing to abdicate from the thronw in favor of my son” 
· That did not happen, no transition to his son
· That telegram marked the end of trasrim in Russia
· New PM
Petrograd Soviet remained in session as a rival authority
· Provisional gov announced determination to continue the war, Soviets in vavor of an immediate negotiated peace urged the soldiers not to fight
· Soviets was dominated by Mensheviks largely represented the workers and social revoutionaries representing the peasants
· This Petrograd Soviets joined by a series of soviets across the country became main form of govermment because of collapse of ordinary forms
· Provisional government was liberal and middle class – had no alternative than to agree on policy with the Soviets
· Member of gov and Petrograd soviets – radical lawyer Kerensky 
· Called for a peace without annexations or indemnities instead of immediate cease fire which soviets wanted which would have made Russia vulnerable to German advace
· Only Bolshevics opposed this
· April 8, Germans allowed Lenin and 32 other Bolsheviks to travel across Germany in “sealed train” arrived at Petrograd’s Finland railway station
· At the Finland station Lenin predicted the triumph of a worldwide socialist revolution
· Saw in soviets the best weapon for making the provisional government unworkable
· “all power to the soviets”
· Trosky returned from exile in May and joined with the Bolsheviks in July
· Socialist groups
· Majority Mensheviks committed to MArcist doctrine – would have a bourgeoise revolution, instituions of liberal democracy would be set up before you could procede to socialist rev of the workers
· Prepared to work with the provisional government
Bolshevik, in minority, committed to idea of what Lenin called revolutionary vanguardism – leap ahead of bourgeoise revolutoon, cease power in name of proletariat, establish dictatorship of proletariat
· Meanwhile eastern front continued in place despite mutinies and desterters
· By early may 2 million disterters
· May 4 Petrograd Soviet narrowly agreed to support provisional gov in continuation of war
· Kerensky became minister of war and continued the war effort
· This renewed offensive began on July 1 on a 50 minle fron in eastern Galicia with 51 divisions
· July 16 uprising in Petrograd encouraged by Trotsky demanded an immediate end to the war
· 6,000 sailors mutinied
· Didn’t take much for the Austrians to halt the Russian advance
· July 19 German General Hoffman ordered a counter attack which made a 12 mile breech in Russian advance, 10s of thousands of Russian soldiers fleeing murdering their officers in the process
· PM resigned replaced by Kerensky
· July 28 Austrian army reached Russian border
· General replaced
· All replacement of generals shows chaos
· Russian retreat continued in August
· Counter attack in central sector around area of Koval failed to achieve any break through
· October Revolution
· With all these military defeats the authoritary of provisional govw as being more and more eroded
· September Kerensky declared a republic, shortly after a clash between him and a general 
· Bolsheviks meanwhile, as group most committed to peace, had been steadiy gaining strength in Soviets and Unions, had majority in most important regions but not in Soviets in general
· Lenin after failed uprising in summer had fled to Finland and Trotsky were now convinced time aas right for insurrection
· By Middle of October clear russina army wouldn’t fight again
· Middle of novemeber Russian troops fraternizing with the Germans
· Kerensky found that none of the troops in Petrograd would support him
· Evening of Novemebr 6 Bolsheviks occupied main buildings
· November 7 more than 18,000 Bolsheviks surrounded the provisional government in the Winter Palance
· 13,000 soldiers came to join the revolution
· Nov 8 people stromed te palace
· Lenin elected Chairman of the Council Trotsky elected commissar for foreign affairs
· In Moscow the Bolsheviks occupied the Kremlin
· New govs first decree nov 8 was a decree of peace
· No doubt that the Bolshevik promise of peace bread land had wide appeal, Bolsheviks were only group ruthlessly committed enough to sieze power
· Little doubt that in order to hold onto power they would have to do so by force
· January on 1918 Bolsheviks had only ¼ of seats but controlled the capital and had loyalty of army, closed the assembly and consolidated themselves in power in Petrograd
· November 19, 1917 Bolsheviks had asked for an immediate armistice on all fronts, on early December the Bolshevik Armistice division met with central power negotiators at fortress of Brest-Litovsk
· Dec 15 all fighting ended, peace negotiations began on Dec 22
· Lenin and the Bolsheviks were hoping for a chain reactions of revolutions across Europe
· Bolsheviks were not in a strong position, hadn’t consolidated their own authority
· Estonia, Latvia and Finland had declared their independence
· In final weeks on 1917 is Russia descending into a massive civil war between Red Bolshevik forces and White forces
· Because of this situation and Germany’s assessment and the fact that unrest in Germany wouldn’t lead to revolution – pushed for a victors peace
· Harsh annexationist territorial gains they couldn’t achieve through battle
· Because their terms were so extreme the B-L talks broke down Feb 17, 1918
· Germany Hoffman immediately began hostilities again, no opposition, in a week he had advanced 150 miles
· Lenin had no alternative but to agree to germny’s terms, negotiations resumed March 1, hoffman said German advance would continue until the treaty was signed
· March 2, germans entered Kiev and in Estonia occupied somewhere 85 miles from Petrograd
· Germans in this process took control of 2,600 artilery process nad 5,000 machine guns (transport to western front)
· March 3 Russo-German Peace treaty was signed, Russian gov gave up claims on Baltic provinces, Poland, White Russia (Belarus), Finland, Bessarabia, Ukraine and Caucuses
· Russia lost 1/3 of the pre-war population of empire, 1.3 of agricultural land, more than ½ of industrial areas
· Lost Armenian areas to Turkey
· Lots all but one naval base in the Baltic
· Russian Naval Fleet was to be disarmed
· Absolute crushing German victory, miscalculation by Bolshevik government
· Terms against Germans at Versailles didn’t come close to what Germany did to Russia
· In West this treaty created despair, achieved more than they ever wanted in East could now turn west without any fear of attack from East

US Entry into the War
· Events leading up to entry
· Go back to blockade and sub warfare
· After the one significant naval battle of war, battle of Jutland in may 1916
· The German Navy remained in its base in the Baltic for rest of war
· Meant Baltic remained dominated by the Germans but they had in effect conceded the rest of the high seas to Great Britain
· Even though it had command of surface outside the Baltic under water it was different
· Through sub warfare Germany almost won the war in 1917
· How did this come about?
· Steps in escalation:
1. In violation of pre-war treaties on what was and not contraband and so what could be shipped by neutral countries, Britain in Nov 1914 declared whole of North Sea a war zone – neutral shipping could only proceed with permission of Royal Navy
2. Germans feb 1915 decaled a total bloacked on GB so all approaches to the isles was a war zone
a. Germany would attack any ship, safety of neutrals could nto be guaranteed
b. Could only do this through u-boats, vulnerable if surfaced, too small to take prisoners so would sink vessles with all hands on board
3. May 1915 Britain imposed an absoute blockade on all goods going to Germany
a. Treating neutral countries in a high handed fashion – huge protests in US which was benefiting from supplying both sides
b. Continued in incremental fashion
4. May 6, 1915 when a German U-Boat sank the Lusitania, 1,198 people drowned including 128 Americans 
a. Under German rules of engage ment this was a legitime target
b. Cause outcry in US, beacsue of this and Germany’s desire not to alientate US at this point that in Summer of 1916 U-boats orders were restricted somewhat
5. While this was going on, from 1915 to early 1917 ther was a struggle within Germany to deicde what the policy on sub warfare would be
a. As blockade against Germany tightened and supplies shortened so did the pro-sub warfare push continue
b. At a time when new subs of greater range and torpedo capacity was increasing – sub warfare could be more and more effective
c. Pressure for it resisted by Chancellor, Hollweg, Falkenheim and the Kaiser
d. By spring of 1916 Germany’s economic position because of the blockade was quite serious, hunger in big cities, trade unions restless
e. Falkenheim responded by his grand strategy of attempt to bleed French White at Battle of Verdun, throughout course of year sub strategy varied as did intensity
f. Over course of 1916 allied shipping lost double of what it lost in 1915 at a faster rate than they could replace
g. British admiralty attempted to counter it but not sufficiently
h. Germany’s military successes had not arrested the economic weakening of the country
i. Germany low on food, manpower, industrial capacity and morale
j. Increasing fear in German leadership that one more harsh winter would result in revolution
k. Needed a victorious peace soon
l. Pressure mounting on unrestricted sub warfare
m. When Verdun bogged down in Summer 1916 Hollweg replaced Falkenhein with Ludendorff and Hindenburg, brought sub warfare closer because they were convinced that “a ruthless sub campaign is only means of bringing the war to a fast conclusion” – Hindenburg
n. This question whether to go ahead with USW was discussed on January 9, 1917, Hollweg backed down in face of combined support of military chiefs for USW
o. Chief of Naval staff assured the Kaiser that Britain would sue for peace within six months, and promised the Kaiser than not one American will land on the continent
p. USW was decided upon to begin Feb 1, 1917 – one of most fateful in history of warfare
q. Brought in US, didn’t knock Britain out of war although it came close
r. April and May 1917 1.5 million tons of allied shipping went down
s. Situation saved by development of convoy system (beginning at end of may) – exposed the sub warfare to attacks prevented daylight surface attacks, impossible for u-boats to pick off ships at leisure
t. After introduction sinking was no longer at a crippling rate as it had been before
Steps he US took in response to escalation of Sub Warfare
· US had no intention of joining the war in 1914
· Maufacturing industry boomed as orders rolled in
· France and briatin borrowed from Wall Street to pay for these goods
· Once Britain was able to enforce the blockade against Germany it compromised US’s neutrality
· Wilson took refuge in logic that central powers too were welcome to shop in US if they could get past the blocaked
· US sympathy for Entente powers was strong – shared language, commercial and financial links, shared political values
· Germans didn’t strengthen their attempt to get US public opinion through invasion of Belgium and sinking of Lusitania
· Many Americans began to demand war against Germany after the sinking
· Wilson responded by saying Germany would be strictly accountable for any more Americans lost
· Desire for neutrality increased as you moved further away from the east coats
· 1915-1916 British neutral shipping was resented in the US
· The British repression of the Easter Rising in Dublin in 1916 did not endear it to the US – as much outrage to this as they were against Germany in Belgium
· Congressional approval for great ship building program to deter Germany from further provocation
· Wilson won re-election on slogan “he kept us out of war”
· He was well aware that if Germany increased sub warfare keeping the US out of war would be difficult
· End of 1916 made a big effort to make peace talks
· Sent notes to the belligerents to state their war aims
· Pace overture did not work, neither side was really serious, heavily inflated war aims on both sides
· Germany – reduce Belgium, annex Congo, take parts of France take parts of EE
· Entente – Belgian and Serbian independence, dissolution of Ottoman and Hapsburg empire and Germany to pay indemnities
· January 4 Wilson ensured Americans their will be no war, 
· Then came Germany’s declaration of unrestricted Sub warfare at end of Germany and with it its attempt to drive all American shipping off the seas
· Feb 3 Wilson broke off diplomatic relations with Germany, same day a US cargo ship was sunk
· Wilson remained against entering into the war
· In addition to sinking of ships came Zimmerman Telegram – sent to German Minister in Mexico city on Jan 19, if US entered into the war Germany would support Mexico in regaining its territory taken from it by US
· This was intercepted by Britain, given to US, and published by Wilson on March 1
· Shortly after Wilson authorized the army of merchant ships
· 4 more sinking of us ships in middle of March
· April 2 Wilson asked Congress for declaration of war
· April  6 US declared war
· US went into this war because of the danger to US trade and semi serious threats of Germany on Mexico
· Also seen by Wilson as a crusade to make the world safe for democracy
· Before US could build up and deploy a large army (under John J. Pershing) and bring to bear its huge advantage in war production, food and finance, Allies still had to endure the pressures of 1917 (esp. collapse of Russia and USW).
· Formiddable given its share of world manufaction outputs was higher than central powers
· All of this would give alleis a decisiove edge
· Before it could be brought to bear the allies still had to face Russia’s collapse USW, food shortages, etc.
· Outcome of war was still uncertain with US entry
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· 
Last Battles
·     Not inevitable that the Allies would win
·     American declaration of war, April 6th 1917, a year before the last battle, was a menace if the Americans arrived in great numbers and if A-H defected, showing tendency to do that
·     Depending on how one read Wilson’s 14 points, which he wanted to be the basis of peace, it seemed curious that he should dictate peace
·     Russia’s collapse and Lenin’s ascent to power changed the outlook and provided a window for a chance to win for Germany
·     Supreme army command had invested heavily in Lenin and Trotsky to take Russia out of the war and had found success on Dec. 15th 1917 – Armistice concluded, peace of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918
·     Lenin had left Zurich railway station on a train that travelled through Germany and arrived in Petrograd on 16th of April 1917 – Trotksy didn’t want to travel through Germany
·     Lenin was apprehensive about travelling by boat
·     In order to be successful in the revolution, they had to promise peace, bread and land
·     Trotsky left New York by boat – used an American passport, had been approved by President Wilson – American government didn’t know anything about Germany supporting Lenin – Canada and Britain were suspicious of Trotsky’s relationship w/ Germany
·     Trotsky was held for some weeks – arrived in Russia in June 1917
·     Oct. 1917 – Germany was planning for a spring offensive – Operation Michael – would blow a hole into Britain’s forces
·     Troops on Russian border were now free to be used in the West
·     When asked if they failed, Ludendorff said “Then Germany will just have to perish”
·     Ludendorff planned an advanced along Ypres and Reims
·     Used up almost all his reserves in the initial assault, hoping to break through – relied on the railway – once the German advance had passed the German railways there was swamp and battlefields, no railway – no time for German engineers to extend the lines and connect them with the French system
·     Ludendorff failed to concentrate on capturing the vital rail link at Amien (?) – captured it later, but not in the official/spring one
·     Operation Michael - Begun on 21st of March and was called off on April 5th
·     Other battles continued afterwards
·     Ludendorff called the 8th of August the turning point, point of no return
·     July 18th – IMPORTANT DATE
·     Ludendorff didn’t pull out the attack troops after 48 hours of continuous fighting
·     Idea was to penetrate as deeply as possible and cut off first, second and third line defenses
·     In some places there was only a first line – British forces understood to be the front
·     Troops in the German front and just behind it were marching in all directions to put up a show of movement that had to be confusing – didn’t actually mean anything or lead to anything except confusion
·     German tank production had begun too late – company in Berlin couldn’t produce heavy, useful tanks before 1919
·     French had 13 ton tanks – Germans had nothing like it
·     Germany had 1.4 million men, 3,000 airplanes, 14,000 artillery guns and 10 tanks
·     In the allied front there were 178 full strength division – 4,500 airplanes, 18,500 artillery guns and 800 tanks
·     German forces were clearly inferior, but they could still win and they nearly did
·     Operation Michael began early morning March 1918 – east of Amiers 
·     Hague was forced into a defensive stance – had expected a breakthrough on the left wing, but the Germans attacked his right wing first – surprised
·     Both sides were employing new techniques – included intensive artillery bombardment in order to destroy communications behind the lines, shock troops (light guns and machine guns, grenades, flame throwers) – in 4 days, German forces broke through 40 miles, threatened to break through the Entente lines
·     If Ludendorff had concentrated on breaking up the French and British forces, he might have succeeded – this was done in 1940
·     Hague asked Pinta for help but he declined – Hague appealed to the political superiors
·     Entente conference met in Dullans – Hague accepted Foch overall command – extended to the direction of operations to Foch 
·     After 2 days, Wilhelm II was jubilant and said “if the English ask for an armistice their emissaries must kneel, for it was a victory of monarchy over democracy”
·     Herwig cites the diaries of Alexander Von Mueller
·     Ludendorff broke off the attack on April 5th – after the war, he admitted he had misjudged the tenacity of the allies
·     Next attack was where Hague had originally expected – but now he didn’t - German breakthrough threatened France once again
·     Hague issued a desperate appeal to soldiers “with our backs to the wall and believing in the cause of our fight we must fight to the end…”
·     250,000 American troops arrived every month to aid the allies (after Wilson had agreed to war) – Ludendorff broke off the attack at the end of April and concentrated on France – came within 60 miles of Paris
·     Germans started shelling Paris 
·     Ludendorff lurched from tactical success to tactical success w/o a real strategy or the means for one 
·     New offensive against the French – lost 130,000 men – some killed by Americans
·     Critics of Ludendorff are based on Ludendorff not sticking to one operation through to the end
·     Ludendorff knew he lacked reserves and communication – wanted to destroy the enemy’s will to fight and to pressure them into a compromised peace – so he did have some sort of strategy
·     Believed the war still would have continued even if Paris had been taken or the channels had been taken
·     His expectation to destroy enemy’s will to fight wasn’t unrealistic – especially w/ the French, and somewhat the British – it was out of the question w/ the US though
·     The Americans attitude was that they had come all this way not to go home for an armistice – and Ludendorff knew it – submarines weren’t destroying their ships
·     Americans were confident and inspired the allies that they couldn’t lose the war now
·     Germans became convinced that they couldn’t win – German soldiers especially
·     Sensed Ludendorff’s nervousness in Operation Gneisenau – June 1918  
·     June – Foch counter attacked supported by Americans and tanks – halted German forces outside of Paris
·     Ludendorff lost many men – and then ordered executions 
·     At home, people calling for peace
·     Forced out of office in July – succeeded by Hintze
·     July 15th – Ludendorff launched his last battle – ‘Peace’ Storm – French were ready – German deserters had notified them – France and allies had taken back most of land and taken many prisoners
·     July 18th offensive – Pershing, American commander, had 42 divisions – attacked from North – threatened railway that supplied Germans
·     August 8th – British forces attacked from the East
·     Canadian and Australians involved – formidable fighters
·     British had learned to concentrate tanks – penetrated 7 miles on first day of attack – took 30,000 prisoners 
·     First outright defeat of the German side in 4 years
·     Ludendorff declared Aug. 8th “the Black day of German army”
·     Should be July 18th because that was the end for the German initiatives
·     German forces began retreating – continuing to fight was difficult, no prospect of victory
·     If Germany gives up and can no longer do damage, they have to accept the terms of the enemy
·     By early September, the British had lost over 100,000 more troops than the Germans, same with the French
·     27 Sept – massive artillery of 24 hrs went off and this broke Ludendorff’s spirit – had already been panicked but had refused to see the grand situation
·     29 Sept – Ludendorff admitted to Kaiser that there was no hope of winning the war and that an armistice must be completed as soon as possible
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· Sailors mutinied
· Sailors also decided they were entitled to a vacations so traveled around Germany trying to get other soldiers to join them
· Ludendorff as early as October 5 urgently sent a request for a peace treaty to be sent to the allies
· Someone said they would only negotiate if the government changed
· New Chancellor Prince Max von Baden announced that the German gov had asked President Wilson to initiate peace talks based on the 14 points
· Points 5 to 8 were most attractive to Germany
· Looked like Germany wouldn’t have to loose all its colonies (pt 5)
· Pt 6 – principle of national self-determination, takes place in a territory
· 7 – evacuation and restoration of Belgium – evacuation was fair enough – evacuation of France and return of Alsace-Lorraine – harder to swallow
· All these demands are not non-negotiable demands
· July 4, 1918 – Wilson’s Mount Vernon speech
· Regulation of all international issues…
· January 8, 1918
· There were delays caused by inter-allied consultations
· Wilson’s first reply was a note from secretary of state received on October 10 in Berlin
· Said he couldn’t propose an armistice to entente powers as long as central allies occupied their territory
· German answer was that the German government had accepted Wilson’s statements made in his speeches and they accepted the demand to withdraw their troops
· Hoped these changes would satisfy Wilson, a government formed on popular will had been formed
· Wilson’s July 4th speech had requested destruction of all world powers, if not immediately then reduced to impotence
· He also said that Wilson had in mind the authorities that had shaped the German nation
· Gemran nation had the choice of changing the fact that those who had shaped its fate were still in place and in power
· Wilson is calling for revolution in Germany
· Third German note of October 21 concerned procedural issues, German government was now not one, all decisions about peace or war were depended on agreement of constitutional and parliamentary government
· There was a new note, October 23, to the German gov saying we have no confidence in the current German government if we have to negoatate, then Germany cannot negotiate with military leaders and autocratic rulers about peace conditions but she must surrender
· Truce must enable the allies to prevent Germany from resuming hostilities – another way of saying Germany must surrender
· This note was published in German newspapers as front page news, saying there will be an armistice or peace only if Germany surrenders or at very least if current government changes, call for revolution
· Most powerful factor bringing about movements, demonstrations
· Peak on November 9, 1918
· Wilhelm II was at grand headquarters wavering between abdicating while still remaining King of Prussia, which had to be pointed out to him was not separate so couldn’t be done
· Baden handed Chancellorship to the leader of the Social Democrats (SPD), Ebert
· At the same time Baden wanted orderly transition, the Social Democrats and Independent Social Democrats (USPD) and a left wing of them, Spartacus Group, were all competing for power
· Analogy was what happened in Petrograd in 1917
· One of the three chairmen of the Social Democratic Parliamentary faction, Scheidemann, in front of the Reichstag building fearing take over from radicals, proclaimed the German Republic (without consulting anyone)
· Two hours later Leibknecht of Independent Social Democrats got on balcony of German Palace and proclaimed the Free Socialist Republic
· Wilhelm II still hadn’t abdicated or departed into exile, events had overtake him so that night he had himself taken to the train station
· On November 10 he left on his train for Holland, for exile at Doorn where he lived out his years until he died in 1941
· Competition to see who would negotiate the armistice, Ebert could not represent the entire government unless he could call on people to form the delegation
· Needed a real government, these three groups were competing for control
· Obstacles to agreement between the three groups were many
· Goals of USPD
· Immediate social change
· At same time majority socialists were dealing with the army leadership to see what they could agree on
· On November 9, when consider everything already said that happened on this day (a lot)
· The two Socialist parties decided on an alliance which was concluded on the 9th and 10th
· Program of independent socialists was that Germany would be a socialist republic, all power (legislative, executive and judiciary) must be in the hands of deputies of workers and soldiers
· Obviously a very haphazard and ad hoc procedure, could only work if there were a few resolute and confident and powerful leaders with the ability to persuade or tell workers how to vote and whom to appoint
· But there were no regulations for terms
· Nothing in writing that says anything about a quorum or a minimum of votes to appoint a deputy, really run by people who manage to handle a crowd and workers and appear on stage of politics
· All power in the hands of the deputies of workers and soldiers
· Thirdly, all non-socialists and nobility members of the government must get out
· Fourth, independent socialists will participate in government for three days to make possible the conclusion of an armistice, after that they will challenge the majority socialists for power
· Fifth, ministers of departments must be only assistants of actual cabinet which will consist of commissars
· Sixth, equal rights for two leaders of the cabinet (independent and socialist leaders)
· Majority agreed that a socialist republic was their first point but that the people and constituent assembly which form it will take
· If all power in hands of deputies of workers is rule of a class that isn’t the majority we must reject it because it goes against democratic principles
· Blanket change of existing members of cabinet for socialists, majority socialists wanted to decline because it would danger the supply of food for the population
· Participation in gov for three days, consider it necessary that majority and independent socialists cooperate until the constitutional congress is convened
· Departmental secretaries assistants – agreed
· Equal rights for the two leaders – majority socialists in favor of equal rights for all cabinet ministers
· Agreement only in minor detail, principles divergent
· Independent socialists went along with majority and cooperated
· But then another obstacle to forming a temporary gov for armistice negotiation
· An organization of the left wing of the independent socialists, Group International, also known as Spartacus Group, Lebnkecht, Barth and Luxembourg
· During negotiations on Nov 9 about formation of government between Majority and Independent, independent suggested bringing in one leader from Spartacus group, Liebknecht
· He demanded to secretary writing the minutes, all executive, all legislative, all judicial power is will the workers and soldiers councils
· No reaction, no one dared cross swords with him
· Schiedemann, from Majority, came in and said “But are you in earnest?”
· Some discussion and finally Schiedemann took the statement, majority socialists rejected these conditions and independent socialists held an urgent conference without Liebknecht and removed the sentence
· Government agreed on was to be elected, present to assembly of workers and soldiers councils of Berlin
· On Nov 10 a General Assembly of workers and soldiers councils was to ratify the government, people’s commissars from majority and independent socialists
· Here was a chance to see whether the radical proposals had majority support or the more moderate program did
· Mood was for untiy and parity, new government was declared, Council of People’s Commissars
· In office from November 10 (or 9th), 1918 to Feb 13, 1919
· Consisted of (temporary cabinet)
· SPD: Ebert as Chair, Scheidemann, Landsberg, Noske, Russell
· USBD: Haase, Dittmann, Barth
· States secretaries (heads of government departments) asked to stay until Feb 1919
· Leibknecht and Bath demanded that cabinet be solely USPD members, in large assembly, and they were shouted down
· Clear voting victory for SPD and Ebert
· Spartacus had a catchy slogan but were too few with too few delegates
· They didn’t give up, constant uprisings justified Ebert’s policy of keeping order
· What do you do with troops when they come back? Have to have somebody to distribute what little there is
· Ebert’s policy of looking to the army for support of his government was justified by these attempts at anarchism and disruption
· On other hand, failure of a fundamental radical social revolution to occur justified the uprisings to the uprisiers
· Ebert feared a civil war, made an agreement with First Quartermaster General, General Groener who succeeded Ludendorff (October 26, 1918)
· Hindenburg did not resign until July 3, 1919
· Direct line connected Chancellery with army of supreme command
· Groener called on nov 10 and negotiated with Ebert, negotiated mutual support and maintenance of order and discipline, Ebert ratified this on Nov 11
· So the army could return without being chased by enemy forces
· And possible for Ebert to address returning soldiers in Berlin and say you have been unbeaten in the field
· Stabbd in the back legend
· Changes were made without the Reichstag, speaker called on Ebert a few times asking if there was objection for it to meet which Ebert asked not to meet
· Never convened again
· Constituent assembly was elected on January 19, National Assembly began discussing a constitution and the situation that now confronted Germany
· Treaty of Versailles signed on June 28
· July12 blockade against Germany lifted
· Constitutions agreed to on August 20, 1919
· In meantime a few changes were made before constituent assembly was elected and met
· State of siege was lifted
· Freedom of association and assembly were restored
· Censorship was abolished
· Freedom of expression guaranteed
· Freedom of religion guaranteed
· Amnesty proclaimed of all political offenses
· The law for compulsory conscription was repealed
· And terms protecting laborers against exploitation were also introduced
· A little later, relations between labor and management were legislatively regulated – compelling them to cooperate
· Council of the Executive of the Left wing independent socialists wanted to go further and still tried to claim full executive power which they were not given
· January 5, they decided that they must preempt the upcoming elections which had given majority to the moderates
· Staged an uprising in Berlin which didn’t go well at all, leadership didn’t show up, baracades, some shooting
· Over within a few days, by January 12 it was over, January 15 elements of the army murdered Leibknecht and Luxembourg, not end of communist threat but never really threatened the existence of the government
· 
· 
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· July 18, 1918 Germany was staring at defeat
· On 29 of September and 1 of October, Ludendorff demanded that an armistice be initiated and Riech Chancellor von Baden announced in the Reichstag that they had sent a request to Wilson requesting an armistice
· Meant the war was lost
· Exchange of messages between German gov and President Wilson and Secretary of State Lansing
· Lansing demanded the removal of the monarchy and the allies must ensure Germany could not restart hostilities
· There had been mutinies in 1917 in Kiel and other places
· October 1917 sub warfare had to be suspended as a condition for armistice
· On October 29….
· The sailors were displeased enough with this to tear the fires out from the boilers and refuse to obey orders
· On November 4 sailors were in charge of Kiel and other places
· On Nov 7 left wing radicals took over the monarchy in Bavaria, two days before berlin
· Also on Nov 7 the Social Democrats threatened to leave the government unless Wilhelm II Resigned
· Nov 9 massive demonstrations against the monarchy
· That evening Wilhelm had left for his exile
· After the removal of the Emperor and the Monarchy the first order of business was to bring about an armistice to meet allies’ conditions
· At the same time the new government couldn’t be Bolshevik or communist as well as non-monarchical
· Third issue was military retreat in the West
· Why the alies were insitent that Germany not become left wing:
· From July 1918 Britain, US, France Greece Japan and Russia were intervening in Russia against the Red Communists/Bolsheviks
· British had 40,000 troops in Russia, US 10,000 Frencha dn Greece each 1 division and Japan had 60,000 troops
· Russian coasts were blockaded from October 1918 to January 1920
· In Germany on Nov 9 the situation was getting out of hand, the Berlin Workers and Soldiers council called a general strike and announced that a part of the Belrin garrison had joined them, with weapons
· These councils were seizing power throughout Germany
· The Independent Soicalists (USPD) competed with the SPD for control of the workers and soldiers councils for control of power
· They claimed and demanded all power for the executive council
· USPD radical wing followed a Russian Leninist method – changing delegates in the councils until they had a majority in the councils, hoped they could sieze power
· But there wasn’t enough time to go through this process between the 9 and 10 of Nov
· On Nov 10 an assembly of workers and soldiers councils of Berlin met the majority of KPD (USPD) caucus,
· The majority of the KPD caucus decided to boycott any elections, they did so against the leadership
· The allies insited there must be no monarchical government or left wing government
· At same time this is a complex situation
· The armistice negotiations were going on, question was who would sign off on Germany’s defeat and surrender? No one wanted to, eventually a member of the Centre Party agreed to head the Civilian German armistice delegation, usually military but they didn’t want to do it either
· At home the choices were between Parliamentary Democracy or Council Republic and externally between a non-Bolshevist order or enemy occupation
· What was needed was immediate stability, and SPD finding itself in charge needed the army to maintain stability and the army needed the government to control revolutionaries
· Nov 10 agreement for mutual assistance and support reached between them
· Total social and political revolution would have removed established mainstays and strong holds but that couldn’t have been risked and might have led to establishment of communism
· Ministries needed to keep functioning to enable food rationing to prevent looking, etc.
· An important move to ensure labor peace was made Nov 5 when the government decreed all returning soldiers are entitled to their old jobs in all shops of 49 or more employees there must be shop councils established in which labor and management have representation
· Arbitration bodies are set up, Wilhelm II had introduced these in 1890s, 8 hour work day decreed as the norm
· Finally, trade Unions were determined elected and legal representatives of the workers, big step towards peace and taking wind out of sail of left wing
· Dec 16-19, 1918 a national congress of workers and soldiers councils met in Berlin, could call that a proto parliament
· Liebknecht was there aided by demonstrations in the streets to try to put pressure on this congress, he tried to dominate the congress with these means
· Dec 19, a motion by Social Democrat Cohen to elect a national assembly and convene it at the earliest possible date received 400 votes against 50
· A counter motion from USPD to give to the councils supreme executive and legislative power, to adopt a new constitution defeated 344 against 98 – some of the 98 wanted to keep the councils in existence didn’t approve of the aims of the councils necessarily
· Left radicals tried to seal off and occupy the Chancellery
· Dec 24 sent troops, Gardekavalerieschutzen-Division
· The elections for a constituent and national assembly were scheduled for Jan 19 and the KPD needed to prevent them from taking place because they would loose
· On Jan 5, 1919 they called for mass demonstrations
· Jan 6 a revolutionary committee consisting of Liebknecht, Ledebour and Scholze announced it was now the government but no one paid any attention, the committee didn’t do anything but debate
· SPD government called for volunteers willing to serve as militia mostly recruited from veterans
· From 8-15 of January in pitch battles in berlin the Free Corps and G-D suppressed revolt with bloodshed
· Some of the guilty were sentenced to terms in prison
· On May 14, 1919 two officers of G-D were sentenced to prison terms
· The Bavarian independent socialist party and its leader Eisner lost the provincial legislature elections on Jan 12, the force who overthrew the monarchy received 3 seats out of 156
· On April 7, 1919 however communist and independent socialists overthrew the socialist (SPD) government and formed a council government, it was put down by regular troops from May 1-3
· During these disturbances the communists shot 10 hostages and the Free Corps shot 750 people arbitrarily
· Now the Social Democrats had blood on their hands
· After the elections in Jan of 1919 they formed the Weimar coalition consisting of SPD, Democrats, Center Party… signed what was misnamed the Peace Treaty
· They were discredited many times by having accepted the armistice, by their bloody rule in Berlin and Bavaria and accepting the Versailles dictate

Armistice Conditions
· Pressures the gov was under
· Armistice signed Nov 11 1918, signed on allied side by Marshall Foch with Admiral Wemyss and on the other hand Erzberger, Oberndorff, Winterfeldt
· Armistice has been concluded on following conditions:
· Western front – cessation of hostilities 6 hours after signing, immediate evacuation of invaded countries (including A-L), repatriation beginning at once of all inhabitants of the above evacuated countries
· Surrender in good condition of the German army of the following equipment: 5,000 guns, 25,000 machine guns, 3,000 trench mortars, 1,700 airplanes
· Evacuation by German army of the districts of the West bank of the Rhine, occupation of these territories by allied and US troops, including the crossings, neutral zone reserved on Eastern bank of the Rhine 
· Evacuation of inhabitants shall be forbidden, no destruction in evacuated territories should be committed, weapons shall be delivered in tact as well as any sort of military stores, roads and means of communication shall not be impaired, all civil and military personnel employed on them shall remain, delivery of 5,000 locomotives to the allies (had 725,000 freight cars in 1916), also 5,000 motor lorries (by end of war they had about 7,000)
· The right of requisitions shall be executed by the US and allies in all occupied territories
· Return of ally POWs shall be carried out without reciprocity
· Return of German POWs shall be determined at the end of the peace conference, they were essentially hostages
· Americans decided they were not going to treat the German POWs as POWs under the Geneva convention, called the enemy forces
· All German troops at present in any territory which before the war formed A-H and Turkey shall withdraw, all German troops in territories that formed parts of Russia shall also withdraw as soon as the allies deem it necessary (meaning the Germans have to help the allies fight the Bolsheviks)
· Financial clauses begin with the following, while the reservation that any subsequent… Poland: reparation for damage done, no amount specified (basically a black cheque)
· Surrender of all subs and 6 battle cruisers 10 battle ships 8 light cruisers and 50 destroyers of the most modern type, all other surface warships including river craft are to be concentrated in German naval bases, disarmed and under supervision of allies and US
· The existing blockade conditions are to remain unchanged, all German merchant ships found at sea are to capture
· Allies and US contemplate the provisioning of Germany during the armistice as shall be necessary, remained until July 12, 1919
· Plans of German telegraphic and telephonic systems to be handed over
· Convention prolonging the armistice Jan 16, 1919 – from now on reserve the right as an additional guarantee the neutral zone on the east side of the Rhine
· In substitution of the railway provision the German gov shall provide agricultural machinery
· 
· 
· 
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· Pentarky (rule of 5) no longer existed
· Britain, France, Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary
· This concert of Europe no longer existed
· Since Peace of Vienna in 1815 the art of peacemaking had been lost
· No attempt was made to make an equilibrium
· The dominant consideration was balance
· British policy since end of 17th century
· That removed emotional and populist factors from peacemaking
· Not all were dependent upon elections (some more as in England, some less as in France and Germany and some not at all in A-H)
· But the pressure of the masses and the number who had been killed in the war were factors that influenced peacemaking
· But in practical tersm the biggest factors were the destruction of A-H, one great power gone
· The Ottoman empire was dismantled
· Russia was absent from considerations from the group of peacemakers
· Germany was excluded from deliberations
· Italy and the US were added – poor substitutes
· US – because of the policies Wilson pursued
· Italy – because it wasn’t committed to the common good of the European continent and balance but to “sacred egotism”
· Couldn’t fulfill President Wilson’s dream of a permanent order in the frame work of the League of Nations
· League covenant was the preamble of all peace treaties, reason given in US senate for not signing the Versailles Treaty
· Basic conditions for an acceptable by all treaty of peace were not there
· President Wilson arrived in Paris in mid-December 1918
· New Order was expected to be created presently
· Conference only opened on January 18, 48 years to the days since the German Empire had been created
· Conference dated from January 18 to March 24, 1919 when the council of 10 was meeting
· Wilson and Lancing (US), Lloyd George and Balfour (UK), Clemenceau and Pichou (France), Orlando and Somnino (Italy), Sajoni and Makino (Japan)
· George was in London for part of Feb, Wilson was in the US for part of February also
· From 24 of march and June 28, 1919
· Wilson, Clemenceau George and Orlando
· Clemenceau insisted enemy representatives should not be present
· Peace negotiations took place without those with which the peace was to be made
· Italy was only concerned with acquisition of territory
· May 1, 1919 there was a discussion of the ethnic minorities question
· Ask that the Jewish people be recognized by the League as a peoples, it was submitted to the Peace Conference but it didn’t go anywhere
· A Committee was set up to discuss minority rights
· Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary had to commit themselves to protect the minorities within their states
· State of Poland was not created until after the signing of the Treaty of Versailles
· Poland signed the minority treaty, but it did not specifically apply to the Jews
· George vetoed including the Jews because that would create states within states because there were sizeable Jewish populations within many states
· Difficult to say how all these Jews could have been protected, what sanctions could have been applied if more than one country treated their Jews badly
· Wilson, interested in the League as a peace instrument and in the moral punishment of Germany (contradiction) and in the 14 points, but he wasn’t merely an uninformed idealist without knowledge of eastern Europe he was also a victim of Polish and Czech propaganda and Clemenceau’s tricks
· He fought for the principle of self-determination
· Retention by Germany of the Rhineland, Danzig, the Polish borders all of which he lost
· He warned his colleagues of the disregard of self-determination would have dire consequences but he did compromise on his 14 points
· Clemenceau wanted revenge and especially security since France had been the battlefield for 4 years
· France had now become the hegemonial power on the continent but had relied on its allies to fight Germany
· Needed security against a possible future attacks – says something about the type of peace they were making if they have to worry about this
· New countries would depend on France for their security – Poland, Czechoslovakia and other Eastern European states whoa lso needed protection from Germany
· Besides Alsace-Lorraine France hoped for the Saar region and the west bank of the Rhineland
· George had just gone through an election in December, in the conference he emphasized British balanced thinking, felt Germany should be able to hold its own and remain a trading partner
· The Bolshevication of Europe had to be prevented which Clemenceau agreed with
· Each pacemaker pursued their own ideas to preserve Europe from Bolshevism
· Wilson with the League
· Clemenceau by protecting from Germany as well as Bolshevism
· George to secure Germany’s economy to protect it from the Lenin’s revolution, Germany was industrialized and Russia was not
· In a memorandum of 25 Feb – if we are wise we shall offer to Germany a peace which wile just will be preferable to all sensible men to the alternative of Bolshevism – George
· The aims of the peacemakers were contradictory
· Wilson wanted Monroe doctrine included in League Covenant
· George opposed sovereignty of newly formed countries
· Clemenceau wanted a League army for collective security and the Rhine as a military frontier – had to give both these up, he was promised a treaty of guarantee from US and UK but it only ever took the form of a declaration/a promise which was fulfilled in 1939 by Britain when she declared war on Germany and by the US “as soon as possible”
· Wilson made concessions in the Rhineland and Saar questions, League did not get teeth, Russia was not included and Germany was excluded on demand by Clemenceau
· String of states to protect Europe from bolshevism and keep Germany in check was not a very firm formation
· The Territory inhabited by Germans given to Poland was a factor of instability because of the German revisionism
· But at same time it was the planed provision of antagonism between Germany and EE so they wouldn’t form an alliance and dwarf France again
Negotiations by the Big 3 – Wilson, George, Clemenceau
· The German delegation in Versailles was headed by Brockdorff-Rantzam
· German delegation was invited to attend for the first time but only to receive the completed draft treaty
· As the German delegation entered everyone rose then Clemenceau spoke – this is neither the time or the place for unnecessary words….the hour of heavy reckoning has come
· We place into your hands the book which contains our conditions of peace
· B-R had prepared two statements depending on how Clemenceau addressed them – one moderate and conciliatory and one sharper, chose the sharper one
· We do not deceive ourselves about the magnitude of our defeat, the degree of our impotence, we know the force of German arms has been broken, we know the force of hatred that confronts us here…punish us as the guilty, we are required to confess to the sole guilt such a confession from my lips would be a lie, public opinion… in this we are ready to admit to what misdeeds have been committed but Germany is not alone in having sinned…the hundreds of thousands of non-combatants who died as a result of the blockade since November have been killed in cold blood after the victory of our adversaries.
· Next step was negotiations in writing, German delegation still not admitted to any oral negotiations
· They made some minor changes to the treaty, occupation of Rhineland by enemy forces was limited to 15 years a plebiscite was to be held in upped Silesia instead of outright annexation, although it went in favor of Germany it was still given to Poland in 1921, the limited ability of Germany to pay was to be recognized
· Reacting to the treaty terms, minister president Schideman, until the constitution of the Weimar Republic had been promulgated on 11 August 1919 there were no Chancellors
· On 8 May spoke and said “6 months of the torture called armistice have gone by and we finally know the main conditions of peace and answer of yes and an answer of no can push us into a deeper position of humiliation…the basis of peace agreed on by various governments is not being observed or honored, take point 5 of 14 points (on colonialism) but we must simply had over all colonies, or Point 13 (on Poland being created out of Polish territories) but we are to give up some of our territory to Poland. Two years from now Germany will have to pay 20 billion marks in gold, finished products, etc. but this would not be limited to 20 billion that would just be the first installment…these conditions are nothing but a delayed sentence of death…we hope for an agreement by negotiations.”
· On 12 May Schideman spoke to the National Assembly “The German National Assembly is meeting today at this turning point in the history of our people to consider together what our adversaries call a position of peace…all have come except the men from Alsace-Lorraine who are to be deprived the right to determine their own fate, and I see reps from threatened and non-threatened provinces”
· Repartition demands were designed to be unfulfillable in part because France itself was indebted, especially to Britain and Britain was endebted to Wall Street and the US government 
· Reparations were also an instrument of continuing the Fench policy of expansion and domination which had been frustrated at the conference by Wilson
· French took an opportunity when Germany failed to deliver on time lumber to say Germany had defaulted on payments which justified a military occupation of the industrial region of the Rural district on the East bank of the Rhine in January 1923 establish
· Accelerated the inflation and economic downturn in progress in Germany and led to entire collapse of German currency in 1923 and was only rescued by the US
· May 29, 1919 is the date of the note that B-R submitted with the German council proposals
· Germany has to give up undisputedly German territory to Poland
· Things in the treaty went against the 14 point
· Should we tell Germany we aren’t honoring the 14 points? Not necessary
· Germany must pay for civilian reparations but also for its allies that no longer exist (A-H and Turkey)
· Reconstruction of German economy is impossible, all assets in foreign lands, all colonies
· Germany offers to disarm first to show her peaceful intentions, to limit her army to 100,000 men to surrender all battleships but aspects to be admitted to League, Germany will give up sovereignty in A-L but expects a plebiscite, Germany offers Poland free ports in Danzig and others, offers to guarantee the supply of France’s needs in coal, demands the right of self-determination in Austria and Sudetenland, agrees to put all her colonies under League admin if Germany is the mandate power
· German offers to pay up to 100 billion marks
· In 1921 the allies decided on 130 billion marks and charged a 26% export tax
If peace is desired he concludes, make a peace treaty, we cannot sign in good faith a treaty which we know cannot be fulfilled
· In their response the peace conference said on June 16, 1919: The reply of the German government protests against the peace both on the ground both on the grounds of the armistice and that it is a peace of violence not of justice…doesn’t take into account the position Germany is in today… misinterpreted the reparations of the treaty, they are designed to make the payment as easy and convenient to both parties, the allies are not willing to modify them, cannot change this sum today because the extent of damage has not be ascertained, must wait until January 1921.
· Allies demanded acceptance by June 28 if they didn’t accept by then then there would be an invasion into Germany
· Germany expressed a willingness to sign if the War Guilt Clause was modified but as the chief of the German army and protestors knew that the treaty would have to be accepted
· Schideman government resigned on June 20th, said those who refuse to sign the treaty form a gov and face consequences of refusing to sign
· Other SPD politicians formed the government on June 20th and they argued they must sign or more provinces will be taken
· June 28th the treaty was singed
· Germany lost 13 ½% of their territory with 75% of its iron ore deposit, all colonies over 10% of its population (7 million) all merchant vessels over 1600 tons growth, the entire navy, limit army to 100,000 allowed no heavy artillery, give up 1.4 of fishing fleet, 5000 locomotives, the entire rail system in A-L
· Allies retained the right to confiscate all German private and public property in their territories and the ceded territories, reparations sum not known until 1921 but based on wholly arbitrary calculations
· Germany lost 2 million men, A-H 1 ½ mil, turkey 325,000 Bulgaria 33000 together close to 4 million
· They had killed 5 ½ million allied soldiers and when the treaty was signed the war of revenge was almost certainly programmed unless the treaty were modified

HIST 387 - World War I 110301 827 a0

i - “Tna ay of s s Arvas®
Epir was hough 0 bring weath, rovght confct
imperal nd Royal, o snder some o of monarchy
Queen Vs randson was ki of Gy
1o princrs of Denmark
Geman empre.
ronrsof ampies.
Gorman i nrth, Austro Hungaran n midde, Turish i south ang
e Romanovs e Tsars, represents autacray n s prsen form
o empere o a4 th Rt belogs suprem snd nlmtsdsewar
Forcign fene n . Peteaburg was consarable
Weser opinion s that e wes ot bed o e is sncesors bt
45 e, Empres Alexana, was sron wiledand e t ke hr
husbandan autorat enisaged by the empr, v
Power of sr 1 1900 wss cmbodd i th grst Russionaemy (1,000,000
man caud b 3,000,000 men i war
Uk setwsen tarand ey s nchpin of s
1900 Russion mpr seumed s andan epanding foce
At emoire was dvec i o oy roman mpir of th midle ages.
House of Hapaburghld mperil e s 1273
Ruler of Emore n 1900 vas Emporor FranzJsepn, cam o thone i
1w




