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· Coined as a “dialectic materialism” (dialectic meaning conflicting i.e. thesis and anti-thesis)
· History is not about recording events, but about looking at history from the viewpoint of social institutions, and how human behaviour has shaped them
· The dialectic being that history is the working of tensions and contradictions, what the man needs, but yet what is happening in society
· History is not about ideas, but the material transformation of society
· Marx explains what history really is in a very “meta” way
The Dialectic Method
· He is going to look at different parts in the economy and history, in the forces of production, as well as the relations
· Looks at each era’s social relations and economic productions (ex. Our current era, and capitalism)
The Mode of Production (Structure and Super-Structure, The Base) OVERVIEW  (repeated later)
· In the mode of production, Marx identifies two main parts, the base and the superstructure
· The base: reproduced by the superstructure, giving ideologies that run the economy. This is where there are sources of contradictions…
· First condition is that there should be an incline in the existing system
· Second condition is that there should be enough conditions for the new system to arise, and at the core of these contradictions are the theories we looked at throughout the course (ex. Bourgeoisie ideologies, theory of state, etc.)
· The Primary Thesis: Part 1- The economic structure is explained by the productive forces (the base, as mentioned) and the structure is broad patterns and the best way of producing human life in that mode of production. This recognition is what makes it possible for us to speak about capitalism, patriarchy, and so on, as they reflect a certain pattern. 
· Part 2- The superstructure is explained by the economic structure, so it is society’s ideology (structure and ideology is explained by the economic structure, and material conditions determine consciousness, which is how we view and think about things). 
· The mode of production has two aspects…
· Form (the external and what appears outside, the manifestation of the essence, the structure manifests itself in certain ways)
· Practice (the ways and styles of doing things)
The Main Question… 
· What is it that really drives the development and progress of human history
· How does history develop
· To a certain extent he does not answer this question, but provides the dialectic of process, it is a totality of integrated parts that mutually oppose each other, and out of this, we see change
· Marx rejects the historical method and his idea of historical realism emerges, if we are going to analyze society, we should begin with how we produce
· History does not belong to only “winners” and “heroes”, there is no focus on the “dialectic method” 
· In this structure, Marx identifies 2 important elements (repeat)…
· 1- the base, about social relations where the society maintains its material production existence, where there is the productive powers of society, which could be raw materials or scientific ideas
· Knowledge is also part of the base, as well as the technical aspects of how labour is organized 
· 2- the superstructure, which can include legal or political aspects, but also religion and values
· Shapes what we think and our consciousness, and thus, produces social relations that exist
· Not only talks about political relations, but social relations including education, culture, communal life, etc. 
· These relations of production enable us to really produce and meet the capitalist modes of productions needs
· These relations also form a power at the same time 
· They are reproduced in the forms of discourses and practices
· Explains what happens both at the level of where production takes place, and the level of ideas
Marx and Hegel, Human Nature
· Questions what is the fundamental and universal human need, what moves human beings at the basis of their work
· Free creative power is what is at the core of humanity and what humans need
· Hegel- to look at labour as a means of expressing yourself and how we develop, meets our needs and by objectifying ourselves and powers in what we have done, it is no longer simply an object, but a reminder of our artistic abilities- this is what is the framework to understand Marx’s idea of self-creation
· Two ways of understanding human nature…
· 1- Human nature is universal; we are all the same
· 2- Cultural relativity; we are different are free to choose what we want to do, and because of this we have different cultures
History and Alienation
· Theory of history is a vision of human beings in a state of alienation, and can be explained by…
· 1- Pre-History: primitive collective social form
· 2- Second Pre-History: dominated by classes, getting products from labourers (slaves) and socialism 
· 3- Real History: where you have a classless society, predicting what it will happen when you can achieve socialism
· For Marx, human nature is free and you can create and produce to express yourself
· Idea of commodity fetishism and appropriating objects so they are no longer a commodity 
· Classic economists view that value is determined by land and property, with no regard of the worker being satisfied with their work, thus, it is de-valued
Division of Labour 
· Wages go down, people become de-skilled, and are divided into parts
· Workers remain without skills and do not develop, no self-creation because of the consequences of division of labour 
· The base: reproduced by the superstructure, giving ideologies that run the economy. This is where there are sources of contradictions…
· First condition is that the mode of production has to decline- historical form is no longer able to develop the productive forces, thus, social labour (mode of production), and when that happens it means you get a situation where you have the productive forces on one hand where they can no longer be of equal with social relations, where there is conflicts, and a falling rate of profit, and then the middle class starts to disappear and the working class will grow poorer
· Second condition is that there should be enough conditions for the new system to arise (transition into a new form), and at the core of these contradictions are the theories we looked at throughout the course (ex. Bourgeoisie ideologies, theory of state, etc.)
Emancipation (How to Emancipate from this)
· Criticism of religion and vision of a better tomorrow
· Deconstructing our social creations-our institutions and beliefs- especially dominant science of economics
· Liberation lies in changing the economic conditions into self-realization
· Labourers need to realize their potential 

Theory of the State
· Hegel: society is full of chaos, everyone is fighting each other for different interests, and you need the state
· The state represents the general interests of society and rational mechanism in society
· Political economists argue we don’t have chaos, but individuals who are rational and create the interests
· Marx says that interests cannot be seen as calculating conscious individuals, but rather, in capitalism we see the state arises as a mechanism for class domination and exploitation 

4 Main Points of the Theory of the State…
· 1- State origin and its formation has a “material basis”, which means not everyone can have a good life because of resources and society being divided into classes
· 2- The state is controlled by the economically dominant class, enabling it to maintain its control over the exploited class
· 3- The state is part of the “superstructure” of society, 
· 4- The dictatorship of the proletariat is not a state in the proper sense of the term, but it is the proletariat organized as the ruling class
· What Marx means by this is that the working class is organized as the ruling class, the proletariat is the power as opposed to the bourgeoisie
· Lenin- the state is special organization of force, it is an organization of violence for the suppression of some classes
· 5- it is task to expropriate the capitalists, supress capitalist resistance
· Giving power to dictators
Classes
· Division of classes as a historical process
· An explanation for the origin of classes and relative scarcity is that, what it means, is there is not enough for all of us, but we all want to live in ease
· What happens is you have one group that is going to produce more than the others, and because of that high productivity and surplus, at a certain point in history, it will divide classes, creating majorities and minorities
· Accumulation results in exploiting workers 
· There is a need for state because of conflicts, it acts as a body that regulates 
Neo-Marxist Gramsci
· The state is based on the idea of hegemony where the ruling ideas of class spread through all society and becomes the dominant ideas, take over political aspects and intellectual models
· Capitalist ideas dominate all over
· Poulantzas and Miliband- relative autonomy of the state, the bourgeoisie is not free from internal conflicts and vision of interests, thus, the state becomes the arena for the interpretation of class domination and transformation
· The fact that even among the bourgeoisie, there are conflicts and visions
· At the state level that structural transformation takes place and manifests themselves in the policies relating to the allocation of resources 
Labour Production 
· We see a change where more labour production is dependent on the intellect
· The physical extermination of labourers
· Immaterial labour is not by one single individual, but out of the corporation of many people (ex. When you click on an ad on Facebook, you’re not benefitting one individual but the entirety of the corporation)
· Marxist argues that this is where the surplus value comes…
· The intellectual, cognitive things that go on in corporate abilities use social media
· Corporations getting lots of profit because people are always online 
· For Marx, productive labour is about that is able to produce a surplus value…
· 1- Use Value, a value that satisfies our needs
· 2- Surplus Value
· 3- Collective worker, i.e. you have workers in the factory but nobody at the end of the finished product can actually say “I made this”
· Idea of physical externalizations (video clip of cocoa growers not having ever eaten chocolate)
Bourgeoisie Ideology 
· Ideology is a conceptual system composed of ideas
· They are kinds of illusions, which don’t express the real situation on the ground, they are mystified and provide a misconception of society
· Ideology is “an inverted consciousness of the world”- to that realm of consciousness in which men and their relations appear upside-down 
· “The language of real life”- the ideas produced by subordinate classes express, and reproduce, the dominant material relations and the interests that are associated 
· It is really serving to hide the real interest of those in power
Looking at it positively…
· Indispensable element of political struggle and a possibility to overcome oppression
· Every group needs an ideology, especially in the working class
· Ideas are important in bringing positive change in society 
· Marxist revolution would not happen because we would not have consciousness that is well formed with present ideologies 
Theory of Ideology
· The critical project of a theory of ideology 
· How social conditions and forms of consciousness produce existing social relations of the dominant classes, therefore preventing subordinate classes from developing consciousness revealing their subordination (seeing that they are really oppressed)
· It affects the way we think
· Ideology has practical effects…
· The state uses ideology to exploit the workers and is not simply an illusion
· This is why the distinction can be made between the positive (build up the consciousness of the subordinate classes) and the negative (the illusion)
· Try to deconstruct and remove the veil of ideology, it shapes how we lie 
Various Understandings of Ideology…
· Fredrick Engels: False consciousness
· What they believe is not their own interests but those of the dominant class
· Ideology provides the state with arguments to exploit the working classes
· Engels hopes that people will see these illusions, forming new ideas
· Lenin and Lukacs: “Class Awareness”
· All knowledge is ideological
· It is just opinions and convictions 
· Gramsci’s Idea of Hegemony: neutral character
· Ideology is neutral
· Not a class idea and not to promote the ideas of certain classes
· Ideology is a site of struggle for hegemony
· You find that different ideas ad people negotiating to agree what goals and interests are to be followed
· Marx referred to this kind of ideology, telling that you should present your ideas in a way that others think you are speaking in their own interest and point of view, so you can convince others of what you are saying 
Marx’s Critique of Bourgeoisie Ideology… 
· Ideology as accepting the status quo and accepting things as they are
· Marx: if ideas have power over us, these ideas come from material conditions
· The problem is the material conditions from which the ideas originate, and not the ideas themselves
· Workers also express ideas that are not their own, they also reproduce and express ideas of the dominant class 
· Hegel and Marx: ideology indicates morality, religion, politics, law, etc.
· 3 important aspects…
· 1- belief has to be presented as an idea, something that everyone relates to
· 2- believed to be an ideology, it must be universalized and presented as if its what is common everywhere
· 3- it must be detached from social relations and the real conditions
The Ideological State Apparatus (ISA)
· Institutions such as families, churches, schools, etc. call individuals in particular ways that prescribes and enforces…
· Thinking in specific ways about their identities, relationships, and connections to social institutions
· Acting accordingly
· The Repressive State Apparatus (RSA): the states branches, activities, and officials with a monopolist of the means of force in capitalist societies which they apply to support capitalist class structures
Digital Labour and Theory
· Our labour from social networks, how it does not produce material products where workers have to work for a wage, but is something not physical like knowledge and communication
· Idea of a general intellect, where this material labour is produced by intellectual powers and communicative station to the general intellect
· Living labour- brings up the contrast between what we see today, and what happened in Marx times with industrial production 
· The general knowledge in society which is objectified in the “fixed capita”, thus can become more neglecting in “the way in which the general intellect manifests itself in living labour”
Labour Productivity 
· Is it labour productivity? Does it even create surplus value for capital within the social relations of production peculiar to capitalism? 
· “Abstract labour” becomes “abstract knowledge”, leading to a change in the relation in which capital confronts human labour, hence, calling for a new political-economic analysis of the capita-labour relation in the digital economy
· The main idea: exploitation in the digital economy is not based on socially necessary abstract labour, not on socially produced abstract knowledge
· Two main strategies: peer-to-peer networking, or online platforms
· Is the main source of capitals in the digital economy profit, or rent? 
· Relation of exploitation between human labour and capital takes a different form in the digital economy, as compared to industrial capitalism
Differences… 
· Eliminates intermediates, you no longer have to ask someone to make an application to buy something
· Everything you do is monitored, getting coupons and cash prizes
· The main strategies that capital uses in the digital economy are directed at incorporating unproductive labour 
· Advertising and creating ideologies (the Cadillac commercial)
· How it promises certain ways of life simply by working hard, neglecting social inequalities and differences 
· Audiences in digital labour connects companies to consumers directly anywhere 
Theory of Class Consciousness 
· Class is not really a social actor but analytical categories, and he uses them to analyze what is happening
· Class, for Marx, is rooted in social relations of production and not in relations of distribution and consumption or their ideological reflections
· Oppressive and exploitative relations between classes
Social Change
· Differences between classes in this theory says there is a possibility of revolutionary change
· Process of social change is grounded in the life processes of definite individuals possessing individuality and autonomy, despite being conditioned and limited by structured conditions
· The problem is the increasing of life condition- classes trying to develop in society, but now that you have various people coming in, you need different levels of organization and models, which creates problems in analysis (people in need of supervisors)
· Because of this, Marx comes up with the collective worker
The Collective Worker
· Working and being unproductive happens in various ways, in the end, it is not a product that belongs to anyone but is a product from many hands
· The collective worker is Marx’s projection of a possible transition to genuine socialism, tied to some very important contingencies
The Working Class Consciousness
· Working class consciousness means the comprehending in struggle of the process…
· 1- through which the proletariat develops from its identity, as formed by capitalism (the mass of exploited wage laborers or the class “in itself”) 
· 2- to the working class organized as a revolutionary force for the taking of power and the building of socialism (the class ‘for itself’)
· For Marx, the working class consciousness
· Weber- while class, as we have seen, is basically an economic concept, status refers to ones standing or having prestige in society
· Functionalists reject Marxist criticism of the capitalist system, and instead have provided the economic inequalities which exist under capitalism are both inevitable and desirable 
Marxian Methodology
· Combining the criticism of Hegel, and the criticism of the existing social and political order
· The core method of Marxism is useful for analyzing, and criticizing, contemporary issues using critical techniques
· 3 different critical techniques in the course of critique…
· 1- “transformative criticism” (actual institutions and forms of social life become phenomenal beings, appearances of the ides)
· 2- “Speculative procedure” is that empirical realities- are emptied of intrinsic value and meaning, they are the same time endowed with the allegorical significance of divine incarceration
· 3- it is difficult, if not impossible, within the speculative viewpoint to be genuinely critical of the status quo


Religion and Ideologies
· Marx provided an important understanding of where the religion is situated determines how they think, and is very important in determining how that individual interprets what he knows and asks
· Concrete is concrete because it is the synthesis of multiple determinations, hence, unity of diversity- the concrete in thought as a result of the synthesis procedure
Neo-Marxian Perspective…
· In critical theory, to go beyond the facts, beyond mere appearances, and penetrate to the underlying values and theoretical assumptions of a position
· That theory which leads to greater human emancipation 
· The dual Marxian methodology legacy
· Marx’s epistemology, then, stressed the notion that what one perceived is highly context-dependent, more specifically, the physiological determinants within an active, construction subject
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