ENG 1100 – Class 3 (14 September 2016)

· OP-Ed topic = CONTROVERSIAL and UNIQUE
· Title – 
· Point to what you are reading
· Attractive; gets potential readers’ attention
· Example – hijab essay
· Starts off controversial/satirical
· Presents the other side
· Doesn’t hold it for long – writing style differs after change in tone
· Avoid stramen – presenting the other side falsely to make it easier to argue against
· Makes it easy to pidgeon-hold
· Present the other side fairly
· Look for quality, intelligent sources
· De-mystify – presenting the facts – defining your terms
· Intro – put the reader on the same page
· Offers reflective/rhetorical question (not sarcastic)
· Give the reader the respect of using their own thoughts
· A question that would already be on their minds
· De-bunk the opposition’s strongest points
· Civilized comparisons
· DON’T GENERALISE (i.e. the media, politicians, etc.) – provide specific enidence
· Be skeptical of “I”
· In general, avoid I believe… I would argue…
· Implies too many emotions
· Overstating w/o strong support
· Acknowledge the “yeah, but”
· Not a diatribe
· Acknowledge the major challenges to an argument
· Acknowledge a bias from reader/author
· Do NOT use “It is…” – you assume the reader is following your point
· For OP-ED – reference in a conversational way
· According to…
· In a recent interview…
· i.e. NO BIBLIOGRAPHY
· Changing a Man’s Mind – 
· False dichotomy – only two options
· Don’t demonize the other side
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Find a hero on the other side
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