CLT 1132 – class 2

The Ideal Celt
· Traditional Term – coined by Lund; “Celtic family”; describes the scots, Irish, Britons, etc. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Used by the Celtic tribes from the 1700s onwards
· Last 20 years – 
· Debate on their actuality;
· Used by anthropologists and historians to boost interest; marketing tool
· From the 1960’s, there was the 6th reinvention – peaceful, non-war like people; in favour of the feminist revolution
· Convenient shorthand for the Irish, Iberians, scots, Britons, etc.
· 1960s – revival and marrying of Celtic music; many different types of Celtic music today;
· a colossal revival – attracts a lot of attention 
· Early 90’s, exhibition in Venice – 
· Context- 
· 1989 – the fall of the Berlin Wall – traditional Europe going through a radical reformation
· For the EU, the term “Celtic” was a unifying term, as most countries could claim Celtic heritage (excluding Greece)
· Celtic Congress – since 1867, treating the Celts as an endangered minority
· Compare EU and Celtic Congress view on the Celts
· Both groups are right; Tolkien was critical of the Celts (professor of Anglo-Saxon literature, bias due to his preference of England)
· Celts = all things to all men
· Since 1884, there have been criticisms of the Celts
· Iron Age Peoples of Britain and Ireland – instead of being called Celts (James)
· No one in Britain or Ireland called themselves Celts before 1700
· People calling themselves Celts is a modern interpretation
· Problem – there is no proof that they did NOT call themselves Celts
· James is right – they weren’t self-identified as Celts until the 1700s
· Lhuyd – Q-Celtic groups and P-Celtic groups
· It is almost by accident that they are considered both Celtic
· 1955 – welsh is first allowed in a court of law
· Danish curator is the originator of stone-age, bronze-age and iron-age people, which lasts till the 20th century
· Classical sources – 
· The term Celt is used from 500 bc, till 100 AD; used sparingly
· The classical sources, Greek and roman writers, 
· There are many terms used by the writers towards Celts; savage, but noble barbarians – imposed savagery for their own benefit (increased ego)
· Ephrys of Cymae – 
· His work is lost, but fragments from Strabo’s Geography
· Histories written over 500 years, and any mistakes are compounded and re-written many times
· His education was that of any educated Greek – 
· Those who occupied Europe
· Cydians
· Celts
· Tradition of Ireland – series of invasions (La Tene)
· Greek view of the world – 
· 4 groups, Indians, Ethiopians, Greeks and…
· Aristotle – 
· The Celts occupy a part of the great Roman Pantheon, the definition of “other” by the Greeks
· Geography from the classical historians
· Very fragmented
· Lumped together much of the European population of Celt, and others 
· All were barbarians
· The Greeks used the term Celtae for everyone
· JC – the inhabitants of France are called Gauls, in their language, Celts
· Saying that those that come into contact are effeminate due to their contact with Rome; whereas those who he is coming into contact with, fighting, are Barbarians
· 200 BC – due to invasions, they migrate – Roman, 
· They are a noble savage, but a noble savage that is capable of sale and trading
· For the debate, about the legitimacy of the Celts
· Bias from English professors – saying there is none
· Bias from other UK professors – saying there is such thing as Celts
· Most classical writers subscribe to the idea that Celt as other; 
· King of Pontus – 
· Classic image; they were an enemy worth fighting and defeating
· After the defeat of the Gauls in 160 BC, they can be civil and thus, become citizens of Rome
· Caesar wants to conquer Gaul – 
· Increase prestige
· Wealth to pay legions
· They have complex city; they are not simple tribes
· They have wine – drunken
· Addicted to warfare (by the Greeks and Romans) – not total war, a ritualised war
· They were going to be a threat to Rome
· Extends the fronts of Rome to the Rhine; when the Gaul’s were defeated, the Germans become the enemy
· Classical source – 
· The Celts were everywhere
· Classical image of the Celts expanding as tribes – gradually rolled back by Caesar, and then Hadrian’s Wall, Claudius
· Modern etymology – the view has changed
· The map of Europe 
· North-South Axis –
· The sea highway – it is much easier to travel by sea; therefore, the languages developed from the periphery rather than the centre (Atlantic Periphery)
· Chariot fighting – Caesar
· Megaliths – the language of trade developed in the bronze-age is proto-Celtic
· Human sacrifice – 
· They were carried out
· One of the roman criticisms by Romans
· Celts – sacrifices between kingdoms; they are not peasants, but in fact persons of rank
· Nipples, symbol of the kings, are often removed
· Druids – 
· Classic image –curses, human sacrifice
· They are an oral society (Bible, Odyssey)
· 1881 – last time an Irish priest used a curse (at the time, it was used in the context of an election)
· DNA evidence – 
· Celtic DNA is laid down as soon as the ice retreated, 10 000 years
· Gradual diffusion of knowledge
· Realistically – peasants don’t move
· Massive movements - mythology
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