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· Socialization: the role that parents play in child development. It is the process of individuals being taught skills, behavior patterns, values and motivation needed to grow up in their environment 

· Parents socialize their kids in many ways with love and discipline such as:

· Gender development

· Emotion regulation

· School success

· Racial relations

· Religious beliefs 

· Ensuring their safety

· Stimulating and teaching the child

· Providing social connections

· Susannah Wesley was a mother of 19 however only 9 survived past 2 years old. He had a childrearing philosophy which consisted of rules based on 

· Establishing habits

· Developing morals

· Disciplining

· Encouraging religious beliefs.

· In the middle Ages (12-15th century), the child mortality rate was high. The most common causes of death were:
· Drowning

· Being crushed or pierced

· Falling

· Choking

· Being burned 

· Being killed by animals 

· The revolutionary ages forced the children to start working by age 3 in factories and on street corners 

· Lay theories: folk theories that have no been empirically verified 
· Freud’s theory suggested that children’s development progressed in a fixed and orderly sequence such as: 

1. Oral

2. Anal

3. Phallic

4. Latency

5. Genital 
· Ellen Galinsky proposed a parenting theory compromised of 6 theories

1. Image-making (preparing for parenthood)

2. Nurturing (birth – 2 years) 

3. Authority (2 – 5 years)

4. Interpretive/helping the child understand the world (5 – 12 years) 

5.  Interdependent (adolescence) 

6. departure (late adolescence) 

· ATTACHMENT THEORY

· Main focus is to understand how love between a parent and a child develops and affects development. It focuses on the establishment, maintenance and consequences of affectionate bonds between parents and children.
· John Bowlby formulated the central ideas

· Mary Ainsworth helped develop the theory (she was the methodologist) 
· The relationship between a parent and infant reflects a behavioral system that has adapted to promote survival and competent functioning of the children 

· There are two behavioral systems which develop in the first year of life 
1. Novelty seeking: children begin exploring with novel objects and people
2. Proximity seeking: when children become scared or upset they turn to their parents for comfort, safety and protection 

· Human infants cannot survive on their own. We learn and develop these attachments in order to survive. We use signaling behaviors (crying, smiling), for instance orienting behavior(looking back) active physical contact.
· Caregivers establish their role as a secure base by showing warmth and love while being sensitive and satisfying the child’s needs. By doing so, the child gain trust in the parent which creates a secure attachment 
· Ainsworth conducted an experiment (the strange situation test) which involved putting 12 month old children through stressful situations such as having a parent leave their child and having a stranger encounter the child. The aim was to gauge the infant’s quality of attachment with his or her parent.  There were two situations: 
· Two separation episodes: Mother leaves infant with stranger

· Two reunion episodes: Mother returns and greets infant 

	· 
	· Separation Response: Negative
	· Separation Response: Neutral or positive

	· Reunion Response:

· Negative
	· Insecure Resistant

· Fighting the comfort
	· Insecure Disorganized (<10%)

· No obvious pattern shown

	· Reunion Response:

· Neutral or positive
	· Secure (75%)

· They are happy to see her
	· Insecure Avoidant (20%)

· They ignore or avoid her


· Secure parents react to the child’s needs quickly 
· Insecure parents fail to react to the child’s needs appropriately 

· Insecure Avoidant parents do no regularly attend to the child’s needs

· Insecure resistant parents are unpredictable and the child will show an ambivalent response

· Insecure Disorganized children do not show a pattern of behaviors. These children are believed to be survivors of abuse or some trauma

· Ronald Rohner developed a theory centered on the love between a parent and the child which was called parental-acceptance-reaction theory. This theory is based on the idea that parental love results in positive outcomes whereas rejection negatively impacts the child’s psychological adjustment and behaviors. Rejected children showed to be more fearful, insecure, jealous, hostile, and lonely. 

· Operant conditioning: using punishment as a means of teaching what is unacceptable/acceptable

· Behavioral Genetics Theory is more concerned with evaluating the possibility of how human traits/behaviors may be directly impacted by genetics. The theory is generally focused on understanding the origins of aggression and other behavioral problems. 

· Shared environments refer to parts of the environment that all the children within a family experience. Some examples are:
· Family structure 

· The neighborhood 

· Socioeconomic status (SES)

· Culture 
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Shared environments as well as non shared environments are both important to a child’s development 

Ecological systems theory was created by Bronfenbrenner and is based on the idea that multiple systems affect a child’s development. It is based on a transactional influence meaning two or more environments interact with each other to influence a behavior. A parent can influence a child while a child can influence a parent. Bronfenbrenner stated that past experiences influence present situations and that environments change over time as well as children.  Ecological systems helps focus attention on the role that context plays in the lives of children and their parents. The theory provides a framework for recognizing how different environments influence a child’s development.  
1. Individual
2. Microsystem: the immediate surroundings. Bidirectional interactions that have  lasting effect 

3. Mesosystem: interrelations between microsystems.  

4. Exosystem: does not generally include children but still affect their development such as a parent’s workplace. For example, a parent could come home from a bad day at work and take it out on the child. 
5. Macrosystem: what happens at this level affects all of the levels. These things have an impact on society’s children 

Role conflict: an individual experience conflict between two roles with different statuses. Ex: being a parent and an employee. 
Role strain: tension/competition between roles that share the same status. Ex: caring for a child and caring for an elderly parent
Scaffolding: parents are able to produce more mature behavior from their children through scaffolding. They establish a structure around a desired behavior to support a child’s behavior. 
FAMILY SYSTEMS THEORY (BOWEN)
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To fully understand behavior in the family, one cannot simply focus on an individual child, instead all family members must be recognized in order to understand how behaviors are supported, encouraged or reacted to other family members. For example, children might develop behavioral problems while their parents are going through a divorce. Second-order effects refers to the observation that one parent may interact differently with their child when someone else is around. 
DEVELOPMENTALSTAGES THEORIES

PIAGET stated that children process information at different stages of cognitive development 
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ERIKSON focused on identity. Each life stage present challenges that must be resolved before moving on tot the next stage successfully. He argued that parents played an important role through the first 5 stages and was based on the maternal role of attachment. 

Four themes about parenting can be identified

1. Parent and child behavior is influenced by a variety of variables, including genetic predispositions, learning experiences, role expectations and perceptions of the child. 

2. The role of context in behavior has to be recognized a well as their influence. 

3. Children lay key role in provoking parental behavior. 

4. Parental behavior changes in response to different child behavior, different children, different contexts and across time. 
· APPROACHES TO PARENTING RESEARCH

· Parenting traits. How do variations in parent characteristics affect children’s development? P-> C 
· Child effects and transactions. In what ways do children affect their parents’ behavior? C->P or bidirectional
· Social learning. How do parents shape their children’s behavior? P->C
· Social address. How do families across social locations or cultures differ? P->C 
· Ecological momentary assessment. How are parent-child interactions structured and regulated? Bidirectional
· Parent cognition. How is parental thinking related to parentin? P->C 

· Behavioral genetics. What is the relation between the parents’ genes, and child outcomes? P->C 

· Large datasets. What are the relations between variables? Multiple and bidirectional.  

· Parenting Traits

· Classifying parents into one-worded categories that captures their main essence. Parents with a democratic childrearing style have the most socially competent children. The traits of interests studied have been:

1. Parental love

2. Sensitivity 

3. Discipline practices

4. Level of involvement

5. Warmth and Control

· Helicopter parents: over involving yourself in your child’s life. In return, their children end up being narcissistic, have poor coping skills, anxiety, stress and depression. 
· Baumrind focused on differentiating how much warmth and control parents exhibit. It has been critiqued for being too static, vague and simple while failing to recognize the parenting processes at work. There are 3 types of parenting styles. 
1. Authoritarian: my way or the highway. Tough love. Drill sergeant 

2. Authoritative: control their kids with reasoning and warmth. Thy balance responsiveness with demandingness

3. Permissive: too much love and no control. The kids make the rules 
· With her study of 133 parents, she was able to classify 75% of them.
	Control vs. support
	LOW
	HIGH

	LOW
	Permissive/neglectful (8%)
	Permissive/indulgent (30%)

	HIGH
	Authoritarian (20%)
	Authoritative (19%)


· Child effects and transactions
· This theory states that parental behavior determines the child’s behavior, however everyone knows that children often have a major impact on their parents behavior. Documenting the child’s role in influencing key adults is the focus of the Child effects approach.  Bell believed that relationships were not unidirectional,  in fact they were bidirectional. Children can provoke parental responses through specific actions. These features can be organized into three major categories:  General child’s features[age, gender, birth order, biological/step/foster/adopted child], Physical attributes[attractiveness, Health, intelligence, disability] and behavior [hyperactivity, relationships with others, performance, temperament, quality of attachment to parents]. The child’s activity is a powerful determinant of parental behavior or concern. 
· Children affect their parents and other more subtle ways such as
· Through their personality and interests
· The children’s perceptions of their parents behavior may influence the childrearing
· The transactional model is helpful in trying to understand why some children are particularly affected in negative environment. Reactions of others help to shape the child’s subsequent behavior.
· Social learning
· Social Learning refers to how individuals learn from social environment.  With its emphasis on Learned behavior, reward, and punishment, operant conditioning is the basic theoretical launching pad of the social learning approach.  The main goal is to focus on the learning principles that parents exhibit  or failed to exhibit in their child rearing. The social learning approach focuses on different principles such as positive and negative reinforcement, punishment, or learning associations through classical conditioning. 
· Social address
· It involves comparing parents from different locations or ”addresses” (different cultures, geographic local, religious backgrounds, racial or ethnic groups, or socioeconomic status  groups).  The underlying assumption is that membership in a larger cultural group is the variable that not only determines how parents  raise their children but also for how parents affect their children’s development. 
· Parent/social cognition approach
· Approach  seeks to understand what parents are thinking about their children and their child rearing. Parent  cognition approach has been used to study parents perceptions of prematurity, attractiveness, temperament, and behavior problems. Parental perceptions containing both objective and subjective complaints and are affected by multiple variables including the amount of time spent with the child, the parents memory, parents personality
· Types of parental cognitions:
· Attitude: the reaction to the supposed facts about children
· Attributions: an assessment of the cause of a child or parent behavior
· Beliefs:  mental acceptance in the truth
· Decision-making ability:  the cognitive process  of reaching the child-rearing decision
· Expectations
· Goals
· Metaparenting: evaluative reflection on child-rearing. To plan and assess 
· Perceptions
· Problem solving abilities
· Self perception:  an awareness of the parents own characteristics
· BEHAVIORAL GENETICS
· Nature versus nurture
· This approach seeks to understand the role of genetic heredity along with the environment. The studies generally rely on twin studies and adoption studies. The idea is that genetic influence will be revealed through higher correlations between biological parents and their adopted children then between the children and their adoptive parents. 
· LARGE DATASETS
It allows for temporal relations  between variable can be assessed. They allow for testing to be validated whether findings are consistent across different families and individuals. They help to assess a wide variety of questions and predictions.  
· Experiments of nature refers to incidents in which children have been raised without parents or deprived of a normal environment because of an unusual set of circumstances. The best known examples of these natural experiments come from reports of feral children who are children that are supposedly raised by animals in the absence of parent language and culture. Another example of this is orphanages. The children were described as being starved of affect and the resulting problem as hospitalism  because they were deprived of love, social interaction, and cognitive stimulation. The research provided sufficient evidence to confirm the obvious: the absence of loving and frequent social contact early in life is harmful to healthy development.

· Animal studies reflect an indirect source of evidence about human development and are limited by issues of generalizability to human

· Associations between parenting and children’s outcomes
· Very few experimental studies where families are randomly assigned conditions have ever been conducted so it is more accurate to describe there the results of such research as reflecting associations between characteristics of parents and children.  Research findings can be grouped into positive outcomes, negative outcomes, and no apparent association

· Parent child attachment
· Infants are securely attached at 12 months of age will develop a positive working model of themselves and others.  These children are  more enthusiastic, persistent, cooperative, and better at problem-solving than insecurely attached children.

· Mixed results can be due to children having to go through life events such as the parents divorce, or moving to a new town. Evidence indicates however that as long as you’re attached securely to one parent, you will have the benefits of a secure attachment. 

	· VIEW OF OTHERS
	· VIEW OF SELF

·         Positive                                 Negative

	· Positive
	· Secure 

· 
	· Preoccupied (uncomfortable having someone accept them. Feel like they can’t live up to their expectations) 

	· Negative
	· Dismissing (inflate the important of their feelings) 
	· Fearful (people are not worthy of being loved)


· Parenting styles

· Baumrind found evidence indicating that different Child rearing patterns were associated with particular outcomes and children

· Authoritative parenting what’s correlated with a variety of positive outcomes and children at different ages.  These children were more competent and exhibited greater social responsibility and interdependence

· Authoritarian parents resorted to harsh punishment and therefore their children were less independent, and less assertive and less achievement oriented

· Permissive parents were warm and loving but failed to control their children and therefore these children were neither independent nor achievement oriented

· Behavioral genetics challenge

· The problem with parenting styles is that they did not take into account of the role of genes. It does not matter about the parents behavior toward the child, the fact that the child carries those genes means that the child was destined to be aggressive. A child may have a genetic makeup that provides a certain response but it takes an environment to bring out that reaction. 
· A new perspective on how parents matter
· Child rearing practices alone do not have the ability to strictly mold a child. Parental guidance can have a profound effect on how a child develops and functions as an adult.
· Child Trajectories (Paths of Development)

· Holton argues simple parent effects models are too simplistic but presents one himself. He says that there are three ways parents do this. 

· Establishing trajectories

· Putting the child on a path by actively selecting environments (e.g. home schooling), activities (e.g. sports) and social interactions for the child (e.g. play dates). It can also happen passively as a reflection of the parents’ values (e.g. familism), interests (e.g. the arts), history (e.g. own upbringing), and social class (e.g. middle class). 

· Mediating trajectories

· Helping the child understand experiences by preparing the child. The parents intervene to make it go better or smoother for the kids. This one focuses on the future before it happens such as pre-arming the child for what is to come (e.g. racial socialization). Example are “make good decisions”, “don’t talk to strangers”, and “remember who you are and what you stand for”. 

· By reframing experience in an appropriate way (i.e. concurrent mediation) so the child can respond more competently (e.g. perspective taking) . It focuses on the present.

· By debriefing with the child in order to counteract a negative experience (bullying) in order for the child to process emotions. It focuses on the past. 

· Modifying the speed of trajectories

· accelerating progress along a trajectory by speeding up development (e.g. Mozart effect, the “hurried” child), often to give the child a competitive edge over other children

· decelerating progress by holding the child back from expected developmental transitions (e.g. academic redshirting) in order to let the child catch up to other children socially or academically 

· There are four categories on influences on parenting.  The determinants are

1. General cultural factors such as nationality and socioeconomic status

2. Individual factors such as characteristics of the parent and unconscious influences

3. Interpersonal factors such as child behavior and family structure

4. Settings such as the home or a park 

A mid-level model

There are 3 sets of influences combined to determine how the parent interacts with a child

1. Parental psychological resources such as developmental history and personality

2. Child characteristics such as gender and behavior

3. Contextual sources of stress and social support such as marital relations, social networks and work relationships

· Belsky  Believes that the parents personality played the biggest influence in determining their reactions. A parent with the stable emotional and psychological base is more likely to have a better temper. A problem with this model is that it fails to acknowledge and influences are immediate or proximal such as the location or the parents’ mood or illness 
· Distal determinants: these determinants influence child-rearing through parental goals, values and behavior.

· Culture:  the way life is shared by its members such as their goals, their values, their morals. Different cultures can help reveal how parental behavior is related to Child development

· Socioeconomic status: reflect the distribution of resources, power, and influence within the society. It is most often determined by an income level, Education level, and employment status. Parents from lower socioeconomic status are more likely to use physical  punishment for coercive discipline. 
· Religion: religion influences parents beliefs and also has a big impact on the law, cultural institutions, cultural norms, transmission of moral values, regulation of sexuality, and interpersonal orientations. Mindful parenting in relation with the Buddhist orientation has the ability to reduce childrearing stress and depressive symptoms. Religious parents are more likely to value tradition, obedience, respect for authority, and religious faith in their children. They are also more likely to be involved and affectionate with their children; provide more supervision, guidance and permit discipline; And model better behavior
· Contextual determinants: the features of the environment that influence child-rearing.
· Parental employment: it influences the parents values, psychological and physical well-being, daily mood, and availability for involvement in parenting activities. Parental employment has increased reliance on day care and other forms of childcare. The amount of time and energy parents commit to their multiple roles has implications for parental behavior, stress and perceptions of children. 
· Stress: stress can have a powerful negative influence on parental functioning such as they are less nurturing, supportive, patient, and involved.  They are more likely to be irritable, negative, punitive, and withdrawn. 
· Social support: it helps to counteract the effects of stress and therefore promotes positive parenting
· Neighborhood: urban poverty is the most problematic neighbor characteristic it is associated with a wide range of negative outcomes such as crime, Health problems, academic failure, substance abuse and teen pregnancy.  High crime neighborhoods encourage early independence, an emphasis on aggressive play and withdrawal of emotional support.  This is due to Parent feeling stress, powerless, not having needs met, making them unable to provide consistent, supportive, and nonpunitive parenting
· Stable characteristics determinants

· Gender:  paternal involvement still lags behind maternal involvement however the involvement changes drastically when fathers are single parents. Fathers are more physical in play while mothers engaged in verbal didactic play.  Mothers are more likely to enforce rules and communicate.  Mothers also display more emotion and intimacy we’re father’s Place greater value in self-control, achievement, and responsibility.
· Prior experiences: there are three types of prior experiences.  They are:
1. The parents own childhood

2. Non-parenting experiences with other children

3. Previous parenting experiences

· Social cognitions: if The parent has unrealistic expectations for the child, they are more likely to become frustrated and angry when the child is not successful.  If a parent views an attitude as a positive they are more likely to engage in it.
· Personality: parents who have memories of unhappy and unstable childhoods are more likely to engage in power  assertion. Patience, calmness and empathy lead to parents being more involved, and nurturing and project a positive attitude towards their children
· Stable Child characteristics: research has shown that characteristics of children can be prime determinants of how the parents behavior toward them. 
· Age:  this is the most powerful influence on parental behavior which is likely due to aging and more cognitive and linguistic abilities as well as emotional maturity and social skills. Parent show affection, communicate, discipline, and provide care in very different ways. 
· Gender: mothers may want more children until the desired son or daughter is born. parents who wanted a child of the opposite sex we’re more likely to perceive problems with her children and less likely to spend time with them.  Autonomy is more encouraged with the boys and girls. also boys are more encouraged to play, explore and achieve more wrist girls are encouraged to help their mothers around the house. 
· Temperament: this is the second most important determinant of parental behavior. A parent’s interpretation of  and interaction with the child can have a profound effect on the child’s perception and development. Parents of troubled kids are more likely to be negative and punitive techniques
· Child’s birth order: firstborn children are more likely received more care, attention, and affection however parents hold higher expectations for them later corn children. The timing in between Births also changes things. Both closely and widely spaced children receive more attention than moderately spaced children who are 1 ½  to 3 ½ years apart. 
· Stable family characteristics

· Family structure: Single parents to spend less time with the children and engage in less supervision and monitoring because they had less time. The number of children can also influence parenting practices. In families of four or more children it was found that discipline tends to be more punitive and authoritarian then in smaller families, 
· Marital relations: Close, supportive and thereby satisfying marital relationships were found to be associated with sensitive and positive parenting as well as positive attitude and perceptions about children. Parents an unhappy marriage is emotionally available and less involved with her children.  They tend to be more negative in disciplinary practices. All of this contributions to Childs adjustment problems
· Situational determinants:  the immediate situation that parents find themselves in affect their child rearing behavior.
· Context: the central features of a context for parents are the setting where the interaction takes place, the presence of others, and the time. The presence of another person or child can modify parental behavior.  This may cause the person to talk  in less complicated sentences to their children.  If parents are in a hurry they’re likely to behave differently,  similarly two being tired or sick.
· Culture can be thought of as forming the niche within which parent-child relationships occur. The niche has 3 main components: 

· The physical and social environment (house, extended family, family structure)

· Customs of child rearing and child care (breastfeeding, sleeping with kids) 

· The parents psychology (beliefs, values, attitudes passed down by generations)

· Parenting in Different Countries
· Children of the pygmy tribe Partners by multiple women they spent only half there waking time with their mothers and by age 3 they’re with their mothers less than 30% of the time. 

· Values

· Cross cultural studies are employed to better understand the source is the consequences of child-rearing differences. The most intense investigated cultural influences lies in comparing Asia and western countries. Asians emphasize that parents are always right, Respect for others, And aggression is suppressed. There’s a strict order of human relationships which is in turn reflected in child rearing attitudes. The United States is a culture that values independence and the individual. In North America parents value control over their young children but as the child grows older, they encourage autonomy, self directness, personal style, and social initiative. Parents engaged in a lot of face-to-face exchanges that help promote understanding of Contingencies. Independence is promoted by being  watched by babysitters, sleeping apart from the parents, and attending day care.

· Where as Asian societies value interdependence,  where an individual fits in rather than stands out. they are also told to avoid confrontation. Socialization occurs with a great deal of close body contact, giving children a sense of warmth and relatedness with multiple caregivers. Mothers also emphasize togetherness in order to make them feel like they are part of a group.

· Discipline

· Recent evidence makes clear that the majority of parents worldwide do not hold positive attitudes toward or report using corporal punishment.  Percentages on positive attitudes about corporal punishment varies depending on the Socio economic status as well as whether they live in an urban or rural environment. Parents from low income communities or countries and with less education are more likely to engage in the harsh discipline however half of all parents do not use any violent parenting techniques such as corporal punishment or slapping.  Two studies indicated that harsh parenting was linked to Child problems such as aggression and anxiety

· Cultural diversity among North American parents

· Cultural diversity in American families is typically investigated in one of two ways: by examining ethnic/racial background or by examining differences of Socio economic circumstances. 

· Minority groups

· Ethnic and minority families experience life differently than do family in the majority. They endure racism, prejudice, and discrimination, which leads to continued economic deprivation, Geo graphic isolation, and stress. The more the family has adapted to norms and values of the majority society, the more their child rearing beliefs mirror those of the majority culture. 

· Latino/Hispanic Americans

· They are the largest and most diverse minority group. today, much of the Latino research participants have been mothers, although fathers are beginning to get more attention. They value teaching children to respect and obey them as well as other adults.  They also value family which has been related to the enjoyment of family life, positive attitudes toward parents, and a large enclosed extended family. Many more studies are needed to sort out the ways in which Latino/Hispanic parents may be similar to or different from other cultural groups.
· African Americans

They are the second largest minority group. The single most commonly reported characteristic of mothers is that they tend to assume authoritarian parenting styles. The value of respect for authority. They show lower levels of emotional support and warmth.  African American mothers involved verbal and nonverbal messages transmitted to children so they can develop appropriate values, attitudes, and behaviors in light of their minority status. Race socialization is recognized as a mechanism for promoting positive development in African American youth.

Asian Americans

The form of a diverse group and they do not adhere to one particular child rearing approach. They have been labeled the model minority because of their high academic achievement and career success. Asian American parents place a higher value on working hard to get ahead and education is regarded as the route to success. The parents reinforce values by taking children to activities such as educational outings to museums and libraries and restricting television viewing. Asian Americans experience a wide range of mental health problems[depression, anxiety, phobias, eating and learning disorders]. 

Native Americans
· Current problems of poverty and unemployment, alcohol abuse, intimate partner violence, gambling, and among youth delinquency and suicide compound the effects of the historical trauma they faced. Survivors are more likely to develop PTSD and can be affected by reactions to stress or memories of the trauma. Parents continue seeing rather than corporal punishment. parents with less  adequate parenting skills and those experiencing financial strain for children with more behavior problems
Immigrants

The term immigrant  refers to an individual who is living in the United States but was born a citizen of another country or who was born in the United States to at least one foreign parent . there are 40.4 million immigrants currently living in the US, 11 million of which are an authorized to do so. Language barriers and economic stress are two issues that immigrant family face which affect their parenting.

Religion and parenting

· World wide, 80% of people claim to be a member of religious group. 75% of citizens consider themselves Christian.  About 15% are nonreligious and 2% affiliate with Judaism. 90% of married couples want their children to have some religious training. Many religions and devotees are responsible for interpreting the sacred text have specific prescriptions for how to obtain certain child-rearing goals.  It was found that religious people share the values of kindness, tradition, and conformity while they distained hedonism. 
· Children are targets of maltreatment, injury, or trauma from many often familiar sources. These may include siblings and other family members, peers, teachers and neighbors. Parents are by far the group of individuals who pose the biggest thing to children’s safety. There is no such thing as a child abusing personality.
· Child maltreatment is the abuse and neglect that occurs the children under 18 years of age. It includes all types of physical and/or emotional ill treatment, sexual abuse, neglect, negligence and commercial or other exploitation, which results in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, survival, development or dignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, trust or power. 
· Infanticide is the killing of a child in their first year due to parents not wanting them for reasons such as they are a girl, they are handicapped. 
· Maltreatment is consists of two behaviors

· 1. commission: actively doing something to injure a child

· 2. omission: failing to do something and thereby harming a child

· There are 4 kinds of maltreatment

1. Physical abuse: it is the most studied form of maltreatment. Commission. Bone fractures, bruises, deaths, burns, scars, loss of teeth, abrasion of ropes are common outcomes. Muchausen Syndrome is when the parent produces fake symptoms on a child in order to get medication for themselves. Physical abuse is usually a parents outbreak. Abused children are usually depressed and aggressive with low self esteem and cannot control their emotions. Younger kids are more likely to be the target (51% are 5 years or younger). Parents are the abuser 80% of the time, 89% of them being biological parents. Mothers are more likely to be the abusers than the fathers because they spend much more time with their children. A risk factor for the abuser is a mental illness such as depression, schizophrenia, or antisocial personality disorder. Parents with poor problem-solving skills, inadequate parenting knowledge, unrealistic expectations about children, hostile attributions, and feelings of powerlessness are all leading factors.  Children of substance abusing parents are three times more likely to be abuse and other children. There are four commonly identified environmental factors that contribute to risks.
a. Poverty

b. Poor social support

c. Being raise an abusive family

d. Experiencing partner violence

2. Sexual abuse causes change in habits such as sudden fear of an individual, unexplained knowledge about sex, or preoccupation genitalia. It is defined as either sexual activity between a child and a significantly older individual or forced sexual behavior imposed by an adult.  In one study, 62% of the children had been fondled, 38% had experience rape, 23% had had oral to genital contact, 25% had been touched in a genital or anal area, and 17% had experienced attempted rape. Mothers are rarely the perpetrators of sexual abuse.  Uncles are generally the most common male perpetrator.  Risk factors of the perpetrator included childhood history of abuse, psychopathology, substance abuse, deviant sexual interest, low levels of involvement in caregiving of the victim during the first five years, Marital dissatisfaction, and cognitive distortions.  It’s common for children to experience PTSD along with flashbacks, as well as persistent symptoms such as increased arousal[Sleep problems, poor concentration]. Depression and anxiety, Avoidance and dissociation are all emotional consequences. Tension reducing activities are common such as cutting, Substance abuse, binge eating and purging, indiscriminate sexual behavior, or suicide attempts.  The nature of how children respond to sexual abuse can depend on their age and gender; nature, duration, and severity of the abuse; the child’s perceptions and attribution; the parents post abuse response; and whether the child receive effective therapy. 
3. Neglect is the failure of a caregiver to provide the physical and social ingredients for what is considered based on community standards the minimal care necessary for children to grow.  This is an example of omission. Signs of neglect included in adequate nutrition, Tattered clothing, poor hygiene, unsafe environment, a lack of supervision and abandonment.  Neglect usually refers to a longer-term pattern of behavior.  Neglect can affect the physical development and well-being of children as well as their emotional, cognitive, linguistic and social functioning.  These children exhibit low self-esteem, negative affect, and  disturbed attachment and interaction patterns. Some of these behaviors maybe due to brain damage that has occurred as a direct result of inadequate love, attention and stimulation. Neglect usually occurs as a consequence of the parents own developmental history, unusual beliefs, poor psychological function, and/or lack of coping  strategies and resources.  Children in low income families are in a heightened risk for neglect because parents do not have the resources, they experience elevated chronic stress, Which causes them to abuse substances or develop mental health problems. 
4. Psychological maltreatment  is also known as emotional abuse, verbal abuse and mental injury or  deprivation.  Degrading language can severely injure a child’s developing self concept and feelings of self-worth.  It is defined as a repeated pattern of the caregiver behavior or extreme incidents that convey to children that they are worthless, flawed, unloved, unwanted, endangered, or only added value in meeting another’s needs.  Experts think psychological abuse is the most widespread form of maltreatment. these children suffer from low self-esteem and a variety of other emotional and behavioral problems they are prone to depression, anxiety and aggression. Parents psychologically abuse their children because they’re unwanted, they resent their children, have a deviant child-rearing belief system, the lack child rearing knowledge, they were abused themselves, they lack awareness of Or empathy, they are stressed, they have emotional problems, or they are poverty-stricken.
· Six Forms of Psychological Child Abuse 

1. Rejection: actively refusing the requests/need of a child in a way that implies a strong dislike
2. Denial of emotional responsiveness: Passive withholding of affection that involves behaviors such as coldness or failing to respond to attempts to communicate.
3. Degradation: humiliating children in public or calling them names like “dummy”. Children’s self-esteem is lowered by frequent assaults on their dignity or intelligence. 
4. Terrorization: Being forced to witness the abuse of a loved one or being threatened with personal abuse. A child who suffers regular beatings or is told ”I’ll break every bone in your body” is being terrorized. A more subtle form of terrorism occurs when a parent abandons a misbehaving child on the street. 
5. Isolation: Refusing to allow a child to play with friends or to take part in family activities. Some forms of isolation, such as locking a child in a closet, may also be terrorization. 
6. Exploitation: Taking advantage of a child’s innocence or weakness. The most obvious example of exploitation is sexual abuse 

Maltreatment across time and country
The total number of child maltreatment cases has been the climbing however there is some evidence of increasing rates of child fatalities due to abuse
· CHILD MALTREATMENT
· There is an estimated 1.25 million abused and neglected children in the US. One case costs up to 215,000$ from health care bills, criminal justice costs, special education costs etc. These children are more likely to run away from home, drop out of school, abuse drops, become involved in posititution or end up in prison. 

