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Class 1 – 7 September, 2016
· The most important part of the sentence goes towards its beginning (example – syllabus)
· Building onto paragraphs – 
· “Could I move the paragraph?”
· “Could I take out the paragraph?”
· If yes to either question, either remove or improve the paragraph for optimal flow and precision
· Conclusion – 
· Evaluates the whole text; does not necessarily re-state key ideas
· When writing, consider…
· Structure – consistent, crisp, and grammatically correct
· Entertainment – entice the reader; unique topic; unique approach to a common topic; unique style (differences and variances in sentence structures and styles)
· Verb tenses – stay consistent, especially in the same sentence
· Parallelism – consistent rhythm and balance to writing (avoid faulty parallelism, FP)
· Desired style – especially for different departments, make sure you know if MLA, Chicago, APA, etc. is used (footnotes, bibliography, citation, etc.)
· For 80-90 range essays, start with a thought provoking question/statement; avoid stating the obvious
· TEXTBOOKS – 
· Course pack – Laurier Office Mart
· Grammar Handbook* (up-to-date and Canadian version)
· Essay 1 – 
· Up-to-date, provocative approach to topic
· Short, argumentative piece (OP-Ed)
· Meant to provoke thought
· Essay 2 – Critique
· Evaluating one of the essays in the course pack
· Essay 2 – Research
· Research a (unique) topic 
· Argumentative in nature, though you pick a side
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