Feb 29th Roman Chariot Racing
· Author of little blue book writes in a somewhat dense manner; don’t focus on memorization
· Note: Romans did not have horseback riding; never of interest
· More written about chariot racing than anything else
Roman Chariot Racing
· Favourite type of entertainment for the Romans
Circus Maximus
· Referred to a circuit where horses would race
· CM was the largest circuit, but not the only one in Rome
· Emperors had private circuses
· Massive dimensions made it improbable for anyone else to have one
· First literary references to the Circus Maximus are dated to 600 BC
· Earliest legitimate sport the Romans had
· Constant innovations and changes applied to the Circus Maximus
· Julius Caesar added special tiered seating
· Adopted son added box seating
· Best box seats were in the Emperor’s villa, at one end of the stadium
· Hovered over the stadium
· However, the Emperors made a show of attending the game physically; had their own seating in the stadium
· Always free to get in; seating had to do with your status: (separated by senators, equestrians, etc.)
· enough seating for 1000 senators; but there were only 600 senators maximum
· may have been a show of how important the senators were
· Anecdote: you weren’t supposed to eat/chew in public – Augustus said to a guy publicly eating in the stadium “when I want to eat, I go home”. The guy retorts “When I go to eat, no one steals my seat.”
· Also a good place to wheel
· Dimensions: 600m x 150m
· 4 football metres in length
· Height of about 35 metres (10 stories high)
· Much larger than stadiums/amphitheatres
· Seated 150,000, but ancient sources suggested 250,000
· May have been exaggeration
· However, people may have been able to stand on the roof, on nearby hills, etc.
· When the Romans finally let people build permanent structures for entertainment, they made sure there were lots of exits (30-40 exits) 
· Concern about catastrophes; wanted to prevent a stampede
· Emphasis: the Circus was a Roman invention
· As opposed to the hippodrome, which is a Greek invention
· Some dude suggested the Circus was a Roman imitation of the Greek hippodrome, but there are key differences: no seating in the Hippodrome, people sat in the valley, the Circuses have a spine down the center
· The circus could also stage arena events
· Almost permanently marked off for entertainment
· Gladiatorial combat, athletic competitions; not just chariot racing
· Picture: we know it’s of the Circus because of the 7 eggs in the picture (see slideshow)
· Also 7 dolphins on an arch
· Surface of the Circus Maximus was not standardized; as a result, chariot racing was also not standardized
· Space was 5.2 km; some circuses were only half as large
· Other sites would have dirt tamped down, then gravel, then a layer of sand
· Some would have mortar down below instead of tamped dirt, some would have a layer of brick, but the surface was always sand (not clear how much)
· According to movie sets, can`t have been too much sand; horses wouldn`t have been able to run
· Spine was 335 x 8m; extended down the center of the Circus Maximus
· Could also simply be a trench in simpler circuses
· Fancier ones had statues of gods and obelisks (artefact from Egyptian culture, which the Romans admired)
· Did not bisect the racing area perfectly; staggered so it was further left (i.e 35 m on left, 50 m on right)
· Done intentionally because during the first lap (on the right), they recognized that the racers would be jostling/fighting for position
· Romans realized that racer on the inside had an advantage, so they curved the starting area  everyone would have the same distance to go
· Couldn’t break from your line until you reached the white line (see slide)
12 starting gates (very important)
· Because you had 3 horses from each faction (see below)
· Could be 8 or 4, but must have been a multiple of 4 (4 factions)
· Must have been referee boxes at finish line, starting line, and at the ends of the spine (possibly)
· There were herms at each gate
· Synchronized opening of all the gates; opened when the Editor (see below) dropped a napkin
· Trumpets would blow, etc.
· Before the charioteers could begin the race, they had to figure out which gate to get into
· In full view; the crowd could see each charioteer figure out where his gate was and enter
· This was to ensure random distribution, so that no faction was too heavily distributed 
Turning posts (metae) shown by 7 eggs and dolphins
· Location of most collisions
· Skill shown by how tightly you could turn the corner
· In some chariot races you had teammates; could work together to block someone out from taking a tight turn/gaining access to the inside of the lane
· Eggs/Dolphins were lap counters
· Eggs would be removed as the laps went by
· Dolphins would start with their tails up, would flip one by one as the laps went by
· Dolphins represented Poseidon, god of Horses; eggs’ origin are unclear
· 3 obelisks with eggs on them at the turning post; unknown purpose
Editor sponsored chariot races 
· Had to pay for almost everything; including horse rentals
· Businesses capitalized, existed solely to rent out everything you needed, including charioteers and horses: Factions
· Only 4: blues, whites, reds, greens
· People would support certain factions over other; team obsession
· Different from the Greeks (supported individual success); the Romans rooted for their team
· Emphasis was on team victory; charioteers were expected to assist other members of their team
· Editors would contact each faction and pay a fee to them to get everything involved in the chariot race
· Very profitable; eventually made public by the Emperor due to all the power they held
· Usually run by equestrians  pooled resources to form a corporation
· Had stunt farms etc all over the Empire, but headquartered in Rome
· Got a small bankroll from the city, but success was dictated by how much he paid out of his own ticket/went over budget
· Saw no profits
Auriga;–name given to Charioteers themselves
· Was infames; entertaining people in public for pay
· Tended to stick with one colour/faction, but some would switch
· Equipment: helmet, leather strips around chest/legs, small knife
· Compared to Greeks who could only wear a tunic
· Knife used to cut straps (F. 101, 103)
· Would tie the reins of the horses around themselves; would have to cut straps if they were thrown to avoid being dragged
· Miliarii title given to someone who had won at least 1000 chariot races
· Must have raced very often
· Some charioteers started as slaves
Quadriga – chariot designed for 4 horses
· None survived; made of lightweight wood and metal wheels
· Animal skins draped over this
· Estimated weight: 30 kg
· Could get up to an average speed of about 35 km/hour, 70 km/hour on a breakaway
· Very small

Horses
· Romans paid a lot of attention to the horses; winning horses were given a special diet
· Dead famous horses would get gravestones, Romans would visit them
· Not evident with the Greeks; further difference between the Greek sports fan and the Roman sports fan; the latter is much more fanatic about sports
· Bred specially, Romans knew horse lineages
· Hair tied back during races for fear of tangling with the harness
Pompa – Parade
· Took place before each race; one huge one to kick off the day
· Musicians, cart with statues of all the gods
· Editor would soak up the applause at the end
· Select kids from local towns would be allowed to take part
· Equivalent to 13 year old singing the national anthem at a football kickoff, etc.
7 laps (5200 m) – 8-9 minutes
· Stayed in their lines until the white line, then broke for the spine
· Race probably took 30 minutes when everything else was factored in
· Romans called collisions/the start of the race “the Shipwreck”
· Was quite acceptable; charioteers would try and wedge other factions into the wall
· Part of the skill demonstrated by the charioteers was the fact that they had to control 4 horses adequately
· 8 horse chariots reported, but the Romans preferred 4
· Charioteers weren’t really Romans, but drawn from all over the world
Prizes
· Palm branch and wreath
· Victory oats for horse
· Received a bag of money/cash prize as well
· Between 16000-25000 sesterces; not clear
· Perspective: 1000 sesterces was minimum wage in a year (paid to a soldier)
· May be inflated: one source says charioteers made the same amount a teacher made in a year in one race (2000)
· Could’ve been for a  grand race
· Scorpus: says he got 36 million sesterces over his career (32 years?)
· May explain why skilled charioteers could quickly buy their freedom if they were slaves
· About 24 chariot races/day
· 66 days out of the year was set aside for festivals, this was a good time to get tokens for chariot races
· Not surprising the upper class was disgusted at this excess, simply to entertain the lower class; was necessary to maintain popularity, however
· Needed groomers, stable boys, vets, etc.
Sparsores & Hortatores (see figure)
· Sparsores: person who “sprinkles”
· Little guy with a jug in the figure
· May have been to cool down the horses with water (more likely)
· May also have had olive oil; threw them at cart axles to reduce friction
· Hortatores: was the one who encourages
· Always seems to have their hands up
· May have been warning them of dangers up ahead (i.e. statues/obelisks in the spine blocking view)
· May have been faction dependent as well
· Jubilatores also present: cheering sections?
· Jumpers: would do acrobatic tricks, jumping from one horse to another between races (Entr’actes)
· Did this while track was being cleared of wreckage, etc.
· Referees/officials: to count laps
· Soldiers: to keep the peace
· Both included in the fee paid by the Editor

· Trinkets also present; further evidence of Roman obsessions

· The Emperor Caligula was particularly obsessed; a fan of the Greens
· Appointed a horse prime minister of Rome
· Hung out with charioteers in the stables, admired them and befriended them
· Was frowned upon, as charioteers were infames
· Would’ve been kicked out of the aristocracy if it were anyone else
· Romans often made authoritarian decisions (e.g. all Jews out of the city); feared people congregating
· Made an exception for chariot racing
· Riots broke out in Constantinople (another huge Roman city)
· Rumour spread about tax levels, complaining became a full scale riot
· Fanaticism about chariot racing often translated into a mob mentality
· Emperor couldn’t do much; hard to imprison 250000 people
· Quote from Pliny: “If the fans were attracted by the speed of the horses, or by the driver’s skill, one could account for it. But it is in fact the colours they really cared about, and if the colours were transferred mid-race, they would change their allegiance mid-race to the new driver. Such is the value of a worthless piece of cloth.”
· Suggested they were simply “rooting for laundry” – further proof of fanaticism


