Assignment 9
In the film about the First Merchants, mention is made of a discovery of traces of nicotine and cocaine found in some Egyptian mummies in a museum in Munich.  There is some speculation concerning the possibility that the Egyptians or some other Old World people had established trade contacts with the Americas over a thousand years before Columbus.  They rely on the idea that tobacco and coca leaves were only found in the Americas before they were introduced to Europe in the Victorian era.  How do you interpret the evidence?  Do you think there may have been trade contacts, or can you think of another explanation for the presence of the chemicals in the mummies?  Use evidence from the video and the article to support your argument.
The evidence of nicotine and cocaine found in the Egyptian mummies would suggest that there was some kind of trade between Egypt and South America. However, other than the drugs found in the mummies, there are no traces of the drugs found elsewhere. If the Egyptians did indeed have access to the drugs, they would have had to store them somewhere, and since the dry environment in Egypt is very good at preserving organic material, one would expect that we could find some trace residue of the drugs on jars or other storage vessels. Since the drugs come from far away, and if the Egyptians believed in their spiritual properties like the South Americans did, you would think that pharaohs would be buried with some and we could still find it today. The Article says that the Egyptians would have been capable of trans-Atlantic travel with their reed boats, but the Egyptians were a proud people. If they had mastered this, you would expect some sort of art depicting their great accomplishment. Other than the drugs found in the mummies, there is no evidence of the drugs anywhere else in Egypt. The nicotine and cocaine had to come from somewhere, though until more evidence is uncovered, I am inclined to believe that the Egyptians did not have trade established with the South Americans.

Grade: 10/10
Prof Feedback:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Where do you think the drugs came from, then?  It is suspicious that only the mummies in Munich showed evidence of these drugs.  Do you think they may have been contaminated while being stored in the museum?
