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The Greeks are spending millions of euros to reconstruct the Parthenon even in the midst of a financial crisis.  Why do you think such a project is so important to them?

In my opinion, the Greeks continue to reconstruct the Parthenon despite their financial situation because the Parthenon is a great symbol of Greek power and history. The Parthenon was built 2500 years ago during a time when Athens was the biggest power in the entire Mediterranean. Though Greece is going through a rough time right now, the Parthenon can server as a reminder of their great legacy and give them hope for a better future. The Parthenon also represents the long history of Greece. The Parthenon was shot at, exploded, set on fire and much more, yet still it stands. I think that to the people of Greece it may symbolize their resilience. No matter what hits them, the keep on standing, which would be an important message during their current struggle.
	The reconstruction project began 30 years ago and despite their financial troubles, the restoration project continues. It may be because, once something this important has been started, it is sometimes difficult to end before you are done. The engineers and architects have spent decades trying to figure out how the ancient Athenians built the Parthenon and how they can restore it properly. Now that they have figured this out, hopefully the restoration will move along more quickly. Another reason that the project is so important is that when it is complete, the reconstructed Parthenon will be a huge tourist attraction that will attract people from all over to Greece. This increase in tourism could greatly help the country’s economy. Though it seems foolish to be spending that much money now, it may pay off for them in the long run.

Grade: 10/10
Prof Feedback:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Parthenon is already a huge tourist attraction.  I have been watching the restoration work for the past 15 years as I go back and forth to Greece and it is very impressive.  It is definitely a big money-maker for the Greeks, so I think they have a good incentive to preserve it.  It is also a symbol of national pride.
