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Films tend to focus on a single solution to complex problems.  Part of the reason for this is to leave the audience with a clear picture of the past, but such over-simplification of the past creates false knowledge.  In the case of the film about Machu Picchu, the researcher concluded that the people found in the cemetery in the city were the servants of the king who spent their lives eating his corn and waiting for him to show up with his entourage.  What is your interpretation of the role of these people?  You may wish to refer to pages 171-173 about early states and social organization to help you generate ideas.  

I do not think that the people who lived in Machu Picchu were the slaves of the king, who spent their entire lives waiting for him to show up. Instead, I think that the people who lived there were priests and priestesses honoring the Incan gods
In a society who valued religion to such a high degree, one would assume (though the documentary did not mention them) that there would be priests and priestesses. In many other cultures, these priests and priestesses are very highly revered, second only to royalty. Based on the bone evidence shown in the film, the people who lived in Machu Picchu were not soldiers or farmers, but neither were they royalty. The analysis of the teeth showed that the people ate the corn that grew at Machu Picchu. In this time, corn was very rare and reserved only for royalty. The people who lived at Machu Picchu could have been priests, priestesses and other religious people. These people would not be required to work hard like common people and were important enough to eat the royal corn, but they did not have the riches of royalty. The documentary mentioned that Machu Picchu hade many religious aspects, like temples, as well as large carvings of nearby mountain gods. It also was next to a sacred river. The sacred pillar at the highest point is aligned with four of the most important mountain gods, which also represent the four cardinal directions. Another reason to believe that Machu Picchu was filled with religious people is the Sacred Landscape Theory. It is believed that the Inca drew power from being physically connected to the sun, water and mountains. The location of Machu Picchu offers proximity to all of these.
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I agree with you that they were probably priests and priestesses.  It is also possible they were family members of Pachacuti who were taking care of his mummy and had taken over the residence/religious site.
