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Assignment 4
After watching the video and reading the article, write a short opinion paper answering the following question.  Do you think the eruption of the Santorini volcano could have been responsible for the collapse of Minoan civilization?  Support your opinion with evidence from the video and article.
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	I do think that it is very possible that the eruption of the Santorini Volcano could have been responsible for the collapse of the Minoan Civilization. The video we watched provides very good reasons for why the eruption could have affected the island of Crete, but it is very weak on definite evidence. Thankfully, the article provides lots of scientific evidence to back up the video’s speculations. The video puts the VEI of the Theran volcano at a 6. Comparing this to other similar volcanos and doing some sort of calculation, they were able to estimate that the eruption affected a very large area, though they never give specific numbers. After the eruption, there would have been a very large cloud of ash and dust, as well as a giant tsunami, both of which most likely reached Crete. These events would have been devastating to the people, and it would be understandable if they were not able to recover afterwards.
	The information given in the article backs up this theory of the events. Thanks to an olive branch found buried at the site of Akrotiri, scientists were able to date the eruption of Thera between 1621 and 1605 BCE. Evidence on the coast of Crete points to a volcanic eruption as well. There was ash and pumice as well as tsunami deposits. Elements of these deposits were tested and were dated to be from somewhere between 1657 and 1546 BCE.  The dates for the eruption of There fall almost exactly in the middle of this time frame, so there is a good chance that the eruption caused the decline in Minoan civilization

Grade: 10/10
Prof Feedback:
I agree with you that the eruption could have caused some decline.  It couldn't have destroyed the Minoan civilization though, because the Marine Style pottery was being produced after the eruption and the palaces were still functioning until LM II, much later
