Thursday, May 5, 2016
DVM2105
LECTURE 2:
GLOBAL ETHICS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

PART ONE: Ethics and international development
What is the importance of dev. ethics?
· Growing awareness about the existing inequality and poverty, the causes and solutions
· We do have a moral duty towards others because we aren’t singular global capitalists (Trump)
· Comes from observation/high level of awareness/consciousessness

Ethical accounts in dev.:
a) Cosmopolitanism: means justice is owed to everyone on earth, we have a shared sense of morality and belong/are responsible to the same community, based on the
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Consequentialist cosmopolitanism* – Peter Singer
b. Contractarian cosmopolitanism* – Thomas Pogge
c. Rights based approach– Charles Jones (For the quiz just know his name and his theory)
b) Against cosmopolitanism (liberalitarisnm and commmunitarism)
a. Right communication
b. Left communication
c. Liberal communication

PART TWO: Cosmopolitan ethics in international development
Singer’s Basic Argument:
1. If we can prevent something bad without sacrificing anything of comparable significance, we ought to do it
2. Extreme poverty is bad
3. Some extreme poverty we can prevent without sacrificing anything of comparable moral significance
4. Ought to prevent some extreme poverty
(ex. poor country/drowning child analogy)
Criticisms:
· Too idealistic
· Disregards the systemic and structural causes of extreme poverty and inequality
Thomas Pogge’s Argument:
· Global poverty is the direct responsibility of the richer world: we have caused the poverty and directly harmed the poor, this is called the harm principle (WE SHOULD STOP CAUSING THIS HARM)
· Our obligation to the poor (as opposed to Singer) is not a positive duty to lend assistance. More importantly, we have a negative duty not to inflict harm
· Cosmopolitanism must be understood as stronger political force when we have done something bad – cosmopolitanism is not defined as the positive conception of duty but rather than negative duty
Elements of his argument:
1. Negative duty (ethics of justice)
2. Positive duty

PART THREE: Against Cosmopolitanism
Communitarian approaches
· Communitarianism means that thinkers who put emphasis on the community, use community as a base
· Replace conception of individuality with community
· Protection of a nation is very important
· All discussions/ideas of extreme poverty must be explained in terms of the needs in a community
Libertarian ethics (Neoliberalism)
· No help to others
· No moral arguments
· Robert Nozick said as long as you respect people’s dependence on freedom, social contract (people respect each others individuality/rights) that is the base of ethical thinking AKA no responsibility for others
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