
Lecture 2 notes:

Paradigms: clusters of theories, sketch for us the basic parameters of how we view social life

Direction of reasoning: Deductive reasoning or from bottom up?

Positivistic explanation: one things explains another
*be able to differentiate different types of explanations 

present on q from week b4 
-very brief, only talk about main argument-summarize article: why was this piece of research interesting, what did you learn from it, and how was it done(what was the method, very briefly)
	-article chosen can also be part of lit review
-read the abstract of the study to decide whether you want to use it or not and to decide what the main concepts of the study are
-want article to make  a good amount of arguments 

Literature review:
-discuss summary of articles and then discuss its relevance and implication for your research q
-want to see how your question builds on line of study that has already started (CONTEXT) 
	contextualize yourself/your questions on how they are similar to the existing body of literature
			position yourself within the existing literature (am I re making interesting ideas from them in my own way? How different is my study? Has it been studied before?-->make comments about that as you go along or at end of lit review)
-want to give basic description of what literature has accumulated on your topic
		describe qs and research that was done by others and whether you agree or disagree w/ that research, what is the significance of that research, what has been conducted in the area? (INTEGRATION#3)

for midterm
-recognize different types of research designs and methods (slide 29 lecture 4)
on exam
-focus on slides 
-book chapters 
	-but be guided by slides as to what will be covered 
-chapter 1, chapter on theory posted on moodle, chapter 2 (research design types but don’t worry too much about experimental design, only need to know whats on slides), chapter 11, chapter 5(quantitiative), chapter 9(nature of qualitative research), chapter 12
		readings: mills and plummer(1st class, what is the purpose/goal of social science?), interpretivism and positivism (weber and Durkheim on social facts, interpretivism and positivism), Maxwell (qs about how you would go about answering a particular research q, need this reading for background), Maxwell qualitative research design(how qualitative design is different than quantitative, class 4)
	-mills, plummer, Maxwell(on qualitative research design, class 4) are 3 most important readings 
				-be able to recognize main argument (usually on multiple choice or may use as illustrations in short 
answer)
-textbook chapters up to class 4
-if its on the slides chances are it will be mentioned on the exam, if its in book and not on slides don’t need to know it 
-1 fixed short answer and a few of which you can choose
-true or false and multiple choice 
-know main terminology and difference between research designs and positivism and interpretivism, how to organize a study(in free choice q, given situation and have to answer how you would design a research on that)
-will be asked to create research design (have to decide between qualitative and quantititativeconcepts and cases or variables and hypothesis)
-


				



Research methods:
-cross sectional usually surveys/quantitative 
-panel study: take same group of people and see how changes over times
-experimental design, most scientific 
-qualitative: look at cases and context right away
-quantitative: variables and hypotheses 
-research qs and hypothesis different
		hypothesis more specific and more associated w/ quantitative research methods 
			-should link together two ideas and be testable 
-conceptual hypothesis=more general, link more theoretical ideas
-the best studies are the ones with lower level conclusions(empirical) as well as higher level(conceptual) conclusions 
-how does my Canadian result apply to entire picture? Need to at least begin to compare the situation to other countries 
          		-for quantitative: need balance between reporting specific details from own studies and saying how much you can generalize
-differentiate between cause and effect (practice ex slide 46)

ethics: chapter 11
	-spiker and vaanderstaay readings (need to make link to them in one of the qs on exam)
	-experiments mentioned in slides will be on test

for discussion slides: -title/subject of article
-aim of the research
-research q
-argument 
-method
-test (how did they use the methods)
-conclusion/findings 
-class tie in: q of the week and how it relates
-discussion q: ex: can this case study be generalized? Are there inherent problems with the way the study was conducted?

Lecture 5.3
-validity in quantitative: define concepts really well
-know both types of reliability(test retest and inter-observer, ignore splithalf)
-know content validity, internal validity(being able to prove causal relationship w/in experiment confinements), external validity
-qualitative research not concerned w/ how we measure things
-dependability: will other researchers following same methods get the same results? What are the chances that they will get the same results? The chance is very high compared w/ quantitative research, need to keep a detailed report/log so that other people/peers can check on your procedures
		-hard to achieve in qualitative research
confirmability: include bias in your research/acknowledge your biases in qualitative research 
		-have to go to the field w/ clean mind, have to see the participant through people’s eyes and report on the reality as isthat is the goal, not usually possible 


surveys:

-surveys are in a sense structured interviews
-structured interviews are the ones where you have structured pre determined qs and answers, unstructured is the opposite, everyone is allowed to answer in their own way(qualitative interview)
-ignore mail in questionaires term in book, use terminology from slides 
-if you compare mail in questionaires and face to face interviews, the advantages of mail in qs are the disadvantages of face to face interviews and the other way around(in terms of advantages and disadvantages they are almost mirror images of eachother) 

for final know these slides:

advantages and disadvantages of surveys: practical and theoretical 
advantages of mixed research(adapted from Bryman, 2012)



Mixed methods

internet can be a source of many different types of research-not a method, but provides us with data for other types of sociological research 
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