“The Unipolar Moment” Charles Krauthammer 

I
Krauthammer suggests that the immediate post-Cold War environment was not multipolar but unipolar.  
1. The center of world power is the unchallenged superpower of the United States and its Western allies.  
2. The internationalist consensus is under renewed assault, the assault comes from post-Vietnam liberal isolationism and 1930’s-styel conservative isolationism. 
3. The rise of small aggressive states armed with weapons of mass destruction and possessing the means to deliver them makes the strategic environment more vulnerable to the threat of war.  
He suggests that multipolarity will come in time, but following the Cold War the world is a unipolar environment. 
II
The notion that economic power inevitably translates into geopolitical influence is a materialist illusion.  
American pre-eminence is based on the fact that it is the only country with military, diplomatic, political and economic assets to be a decisive player in any conflict in whatever part of the world it chooses to involve itself.  
Krauthammer suggests that there is a distinction to be drawn between real and apparent multilateralism 
· Real multilateralism involves a genuine coalition of coequal partners of comparable strength and structure. 
· What we have today is a pseudo-multilateralism: a dominant great power acts essentially alone, still worships collective security and its components but gives its unilateral actions a multilateral sheen.  
He suggests that it largely due to domestic reasons that American political leaders make sure to dress unilateral action in multilateral clothing.  
The imbalance between America’s geopolitical reach and its resources is the problem driving their economy down and will not succeed to be the superpower of the world for much longer.  
The debt the United States has accumulated is largely due to the low tax ideology of the 1980’s, coupled with American desire for a higher standard of living without paying any of the costs.  
III
The question is whether America can support its unipolar status, with or without public support?
Americans do not strive on the idea of a unipolar status, they burden this position and has created isolationism in the United States. 
He suggests that isolationism has popular appeal and is the natural appeal.  Furthermore, isolationism seems the logical, foreign policy for the United States.  It is not only geography that inclines the United States to use it but history.
Isolationists say that American should only confine its attentions in the world to defending vital national interests.  The vital interests in Iraq was the oil industry that is a large portion of the United States’ economy and energy security. 
Isolationism is the most extreme expression of the American desire to return to its previous roots and can be associated to the realist school of thought. 
As Jeane J. Kirkpatrick wrote, “We should aspire instead to be “a normal country in a normal time.”
Charles Krauthammer suggests that, “International stability is the product of self-conscious action by the great powers.”
IV
One great change in the international environment is the collapse of communism.
In the post-Cold War era the drastic increase in the number of states armed with biological, chemical and nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them anywhere on earth has brought concern.  
Relatively small peripheral and backward states will be able to emerge rapidly as threats not only to regional, but to world, security.
The emergence of “Weapon States” is a unusual international creature marked by several characteristics:
1. It is not much a nation state, example of Iraq and Syria without borders essentially. 
2. The state apparatus is well developed and completely dominates civil society, the factor that permits most Weapon States to sustain such a structure is oil.  They do not need a social contract because national wealth comes from oil and the government distributes goods to society rather than the other way around. 
3. Deep grievances against the West and the world order that it has established and enforces, they are subversive to the international status quo, which they see as a residue of colonialism. 
The post-Cold War era is thus perhaps better called the era of weapons of mass destruction.  
How to deal with this global situation could be achieved in three ways:
1. The development of a new regime to deny better technology to the destructive state. 
2. The states that acquire such weapons will have to submit to strict outside control or risk being physically disarmed.  
3. The development of antiballistic missiles and air defense systems to defend against those weapons that do escape Western control or pre-emption. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Krauthammer suggests that the alternative to unipolarity is chaos and that our best hope for safety in such times is in American strength and will – the strength and will to lead a unipolar world, laying down the rules of world order and being prepared to enforce them.  
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