June 30th
Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia
· Death Penalty
· Assisted Suicide: suicide of a patient suffering from an incurable disease, effected by taking of lethal drugs provided by a doctor. Normally the patient gives consent
· Euthanasia: intentionally ending a life in order to relieve pain and suffering.
· Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia is legal if you are terminally ill, when death is within reach. This Can be a problem because maybe the person won’t be able to give consent when they do get close to that stage.
· Media
· Public opinion/debate     
- 70-80% of people are favorable to assisted suicide
· Political stance
· Against it: Assisted Living vs. Assisted suicide
· 70% of Canadians don’t have access to quality emotional support/ end of life care. 
· There are many cost associated with assisting an individual (mobile stair chairs= $6,000)
· This applied to prisoners as well, prisoners are applying for assisted suicide because they are serving a life sentence, can’t deal with the environment etc…
· Criminalization
· Sentencing/Punishment
· up to 14 years in prison
· Deterrence?
· Consequences stemming from risk for charges/incarceration
1- Some individuals are made to endure additional suffering
2- Individual autonomy is violated, the individuals who are seeking are forced to keep living, control over one’s body/future, freedom to choose
3- Equality becomes blurred or denied, because those who are physically capable to end their lives can, but those who cannot may not be able to do so, it is discrimination 
4- Some individuals may choose to die earlier when they are physically capable if they don’t have the choice to do it later when the person might not be able to. 
5- In some ways, it can remove the sense of security knowing that option is available. Some people will goes as far as getting the prescription but not even use it.
6- Some individuals will end up dying alone, because they won/t have their family and friends there because they could be criminally charged if they are supporting the patient.
7- The care giver experiences  extreme levels of stress and anxiety
8- Legitimacy of the law is diminished
9-  


· Utility of restorative justice approach
· Restorative justice is a relational theory; right the wrong by apologizing, returning stolen goods, community service, etc. 
· Allows each party to discuss their experiences, and come up with an agreement. 
· The offender can also be a victim, what was going on in his life when the crime was committed. 
· Satisfaction rates are pretty high when everyone involved is on board
· More intimate than a
· Case study: Robert Latimer
· Convicted of second-degree murder after he killed his 12 year old daughter Tracey
· His argument was that he couldn’t see his daughter go through pain each day anymore. 
· Tracey had Cerebral Palsy which caused her not being able to talk or walk. 
· Tracey was unable to take pain killers because she was on anti seizure medication that cannot be combined.
· There was no record of Tracey consenting to suicide; also she was a child at the time. 
· She died of carbon monoxide poisoning 
· He was denied parole because he still believed his actions were justified. 
· Eventually he was given parole and is back in the community but he still feels he did the right thing at the time. 

