Weidermann Chapter 3

Romans turned gladiators were a threat to Roman society

Any of upper class that participated in gladiators did so to show that they were above the law

Any Roman who chose to be a gladiator was as a result put on the same level as prisoners and enemies who were condemned to be gladiators

Lanista – trains gladiators

Editor – usually wants to hold a gladiatorial munera

Prisoners of war sent to be gladiators had rebelled from Roman society deserved death

A slave is called that because he has been saved from death of which he deserved

Rebels deserved execution

If rebels were allowed to become gladiators then they got the chance to win their lives back

Masters of slaves always had the right to execute their slaves if they did not behave

Crucifixion and ad bestia were preferred methods of execution for slaves but could also be sent to gladiatorial munera

Allowing them to be condemned to become a gladiator was a lenient punishment

A socially dead man with the chance to become alive again

A criminal sent to become a gladiator could retire after three years and become a free man after five

To give a gladiator back his freedom and join the community was a gift not by the magistrate or the holder of the games but by society

As a result ad ludus is not a type of execution

Agreement with the lanista is made that if the gladiator dies in combat he will be paid much more than if he survives

Criminals sent to ad ludus had either committed arson, murder, or sacked a temple

Romans looked down on those who freely became gladiators

Had to take an oath that the laws of slaves would be applied to him

“to be burnt, to be chained up, to be beaten, and to be killed by an iron weapon.”
