                  
                                                  There are very few jobs that actually require a penis or vagina. All other         jobs should be open to everybody.
                                                                                                  — Florynce Kennedy (1916–2000)

In 1960s a deep changes were altering the role of women in American society. Before that time the world of American women was limited in almost every aspect of their lives from family life to the workplace. A woman was expected to follow one path: to marry in her early 20s, start a family quickly, and devote her life to homemaking. The female didn’t really expect a lot from life. Woman was there as someone's keeper — her husband's or her children's. They were legally subject to their husbands via "head and master laws," and they had no legal right to any of their husbands' earnings or property, aside from a limited right to "proper support"; husbands, however, would control their wives' property and earnings. If they were unhappy in their marriages, divorce was difficult to obtain, as "no-fault" divorce was not an option, forcing women to prove wrongdoing on the part of their husbands in order to get divorced. After a while women got sick of living the “strict” lifestyle. The females were getting bored with staying in the house and not being able to do what they wanted. They decide that they had enough and needed to make a change. They wanted equality between men and women and wanted the same opportunities that men received. Feminism had a huge effect on the everyday role of women. The women, fighting for what they believed in or sought to happen in the future was in essence the beginning of the Feminist movement also known as the Women’s movement. But what actually brought about the Women’s movement? Who were the key liberal feminists? Did they achieve their goal? 
Motivated by the quest for social justice, feminist inquiry provided a wide range of perspectives on social, cultural, economic, and political phenomena. All inequalities and discrimination became also a motivation for the movements. The 38 percent of American women who worked in 1960 were largely limited to jobs as teacher, nurse, or secretary. Women were generally unwelcome in professional programs; as one medical school dean declared, "Hell yes, we have a quota...We do keep women out, when we can. We don't want them here — and they don't want them elsewhere, either, whether or not they'll admit it.” As a result, in 1960, women accounted for six percent of American doctors, three percent of lawyers, and less than one percent of engineers. Working women were routinely paid lower salaries than men and denied opportunities to advance, as employers assumed they would soon become pregnant and quit their jobs, and that, unlike men, they did not have families to support. These all leaded to the second wave of feminism. Overall the 1960’s was a year of change. People became more vocal and strived for equality among all people. The Food and Drug Administration approved the first oral contraceptive for women. They were available to women the following year. This became the first step in the liberation movement. This allowed women to take a stand on their reproductive rights. This wave encouraged women to understand aspects of their personal lives and deeply politicized, and reflective of a sexists structure of power. The key word of this wave was education, of women and of men. In 1963, the Federal Government amended the Equal Rights Act. This was to ensure that sex-based wage discrimination between men and women in the same work establishment was prohibited. The following year, President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This was to protect women from being discriminated against in the work environment. In 1965, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commissioners (EEOC) was appointed to enforce the Civil Rights Act. As membership grew, so did the demonstrations, rallies, petitions and such that were designed to facilitate the spread of information on the purpose of the group. They boycotted the 1968 Miss America Beauty Contest in Atlantic City to let it be known that women’s worth wasn’t about their appearance. Second Wave Feminism became a potent political and social force during the 1970s, advocating for the equality of women in all walks of life. 
The second wave of feminism known as the Women’s Liberation Movement began in the 1960s and continued into the 90′s. Women's movements were part of the new social movement theory due to industrialization and countries developing towards more open ideas. "American women began to develop a feminist identity within civil rights and New Left student and peace movement networks (Mueller, 1994). The Second Wave Feminism was a powerful, political and social movement that bettered the lives of women. “This wave prolonged in the perspective of the anti-war and civil rights movements and the growing self-consciousness of a variety of minority groups around the world. Like the anti-slavery movement of the nineteenth century, the modern civil rights movement encouraged activism of all sorts. The rise of feminism in the mid- to late 1960s, especially the locally organized, community-based forms of women’s liberation, was based in part on young women’s recognition of sexism within “the movement,” made up of male-dominated groups like Students for a Democratic Society, the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee and others. The voice of the second wave was increasingly radical. In this phase, they originally focused on dismantling workplace inequality, such as denial of access to better jobs and salary inequity, via anti-discrimination laws. In 1964, Representative Howard Smith of Virginia proposed to add a prohibition on gender discrimination into the Civil Rights Act that was under consideration. He was greeted by laughter from the other Congressmen, but with leadership from Representative Martha Griffiths of Michigan, the law passed with the amendment intact. However, it quickly became clear that the newly established Equal Employment Opportunity Commission would not enforce the law's protection of women workers, and so a group of feminists including Betty Friedan decided to found an organization that would fight gender discrimination through the courts and legislatures. In the summer of 1966, they launched the National Organization for Women (NOW), which went on to lobby Congress for pro-equality laws and assist women seeking legal aid as they battled workplace discrimination in the courts.As such, Betty Friedan's generation sought not to dismantle the prevailing system but to open it up for women's participation on a public, political level. However, the more radical "women's liberation" movement was determined to completely overthrow the patriarchy that they believed was oppressing every facet of women's lives, including their private lives. They popularized the idea that "the personal is political" — that women's political inequality had equally important personal ramifications, encompassing their relationships, sexuality, birth control and abortion, clothing and body image, and roles in marriage, housework and childcare. As such, the different wings of the feminist movement sought women's equality on both a political and personal level. The feminist movement was not rigidly structured or led by a single figure or group. As one feminist wrote, "The women's movement is a non-hierarchical one. It does things collectively and experimentally.”In fact, the movement was deeply divided between young and old, upper-class and lower-class, conservative and radical. Betty Friedan was determined to make the movement a respectable part of mainstream society and distanced herself from what she termed the "bra-burning, anti-man, politics-of-orgasm" school of feminism. Younger feminists, for their part, distrusted the older generation and viewed National Organization for Women as stuffy and out of touch: “National Organization for Women’s demands and organizational style weren't radical enough for us.” When these divides were combined with a reluctance to choose official leaders for the movement, it gave the media an opening to anoint its own "feminist leaders," leading to resentment within the movement. Meanwhile, in this leadership vacuum, the most assertive women promoted themselves as leaders, prompting attacks from other women who believed that all members of the movement should be equal in status. Nonetheless, women like Gloria Steinem and Germaine Greer attracted media attention through both their popular writings and their appealing image. They played a key role representing feminism to the public and the media — providing attractive examples of women who were feminists “without fitting the negative stereotypes of humourless, ugly, man-hating shrew”. 
In large part, the success of the feminist movement was driven by a favourable confluence of economic and societal changes. After World War II, the boom of the American economy outpaced the available workforce, making it necessary for women to fill new job openings; in fact, in the 1960s, two-thirds of all new jobs went to women. As such, the nation simply had to accept the idea of women in the workforce. Meanwhile, as expectations for a comfortable middle-class lifestyle rose, having two incomes became critical to achieving this lifestyle, making women's participation in the workforce still more acceptable. But many of these women were relegated to low-paying clerical and administrative work. What opened the door for women to pursue professional careers was access to the Pill — reliable oral contraception. Knowing that they could now complete years of training or study and launch their career without being interrupted by pregnancy, a wave of young women began applying to medical, law, and business schools in the early 1970s. At the same time, the Pill made the "sexual revolution" possible, helping to break down the double standard that allowed premarital sex for men but prohibited it for women. Feminist leaders were also inspired by the Civil Rights movement, through which many of them had gained civic organizing experience. The women's movement used different means to strive for equality: lobbying Congress to change laws; publicizing issues like rape and domestic violence through the media; and reaching out to ordinary women to both expand the movement and raise their awareness of how feminism could help them.
Early in the women's liberation movement, which was deeply rooted in the New Left, activists took an aggressive approach to their protests. Protests against sexism in the media ranged from putting stickers saying "Sexist" on offensive advertisements to holding sit-ins at local media outlets, all the way to sabotage of newspaper offices.  This approach sometimes crossed the line into offensiveness, as at the 1968 demonstration outside the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City, where activists protested objectification of women by waving derogatory signs like "Up Against the Wall, Miss America." While the event attracted widespread media coverage the approach was alienating.  In small groups in local communities, women explored topics such as family life, education, sex, and work from their personal perspectives. As they shared their stories, they began to understand themselves in relation to the patriarchal society they lived in, and they discovered their commonalities and built solidarity; as one said, "[I began to] see myself as part of a larger population of women. My circumstances are not unique, but...can be traced to the social structure.” 
Meanwhile, in their campaigns for the legalization of abortion, activists testified before state legislatures and held public "speak-outs" where women admitted to illegal abortions and explained their reasons for abortion; these events "brought abortion out of the closet where it had been hidden in secrecy and shame. It informed the public that most women were having abortions anyway. People spoke from their hearts. It was heart-rending.”  The "speak-out" was also used to publicize the largely unacknowledged phenomenon of rape, as activists also set up rape crisis centers and advocacy groups, and lobbied police departments and hospitals to treat rape victims with more sensitivity.
At the same time, the movement used class action lawsuits, formal complaints, protests, and hearings to create legal change. By the late 1970s, they had made tangible, far reaching gains, including the outlawing of gender discrimination in education, college sports, and obtaining financial credit; the banning of employment discrimination against pregnant women; the legalization of abortion and birth control; and the establishment of "irreconcilable differences" as grounds for divorce and equalization of property division during divorce. Members of the women's movement were invigorated by these successes; as one said, "I knew I was a part of making history...It gave you a real high, because you knew real things could come out of it.”
Radical second-wave feminism cannot, however, be discussed separately from other movements of the 1960s and 1970s. In fact, it grew out of leftist movements in postwar Western societies, among them the student protests, the anti–Vietnam War movement, the lesbian and gay movements, and, in the United States, the civil rights and Black power movements. These movements criticized “capitalism” and “imperialism” and focused on the notion and interests of “oppressed” groups: the working classes, Blacks, and in principle, also women and homosexuals. Some members of the feminist movement traveled abroad to meet Vietnamese women who were against the war in that country, in an effort to build sisterly anti-war solidarity. Meanwhile, feminists with roots in the labour movement launched local groups to organize women workers, improve their working conditions, and fight for their equal rights on the job.  Black feminists targeted such issues as child care, police repression, welfare, and healthcare, and founded the National Black Feminist Organization in 1973. 
By the end of the 1970s, activists burned out, and the women's movement fragmented — but the services they founded, such as rape crisis centers, women's shelters, and health clinics, were integrated into the mainstream as cities, universities, and religious organizations provided program funding. Today the gains of the feminist movement — women's equal access to education, their increased participation in politics and the workplace, their access to abortion and birth control, the existence of resources to aid domestic violence and rape victims, and the legal protection of women's rights — are often taken for granted. While feminists continue to strive for increased equality, as Betty Friedan wrote, "What used to be the feminist agenda is now an everyday reality. The way women look at themselves, the way other people look at women, is completely different...than it was thirty years ago...Our daughters grow up with the same possibilities as our sons.”."The Sixties were an edgy time of transition, change, and confusion"- observed journalist Kati Marton in Hidden Power: Presidential Marriages That Shaped Our Recent History."
Today, the feminist movement continues to grow. Women and men around the world join together for equal rights and fair treatment. Although much has changed, feminists, regardless of which wave they claim to belong to, still fight for the equality of women everywhere. The movement has come a long way since the 18th Century, and it has only to grow. As it is probably clear from our history many of our demands have still not been met. Women and men were never thought of as “equals.”  When compared to the strong, dominant male, females were often thought of as inferior and not nearly as important. Political parties are beginning to recognize the importance of female voters, more and more and the labour movements are pushing for a minimum wage. When the women’s movements linked up with other groups such as the Trade Union movement and other oppressed groups, we have achieved masses, like winning the vote. It took 70 years for women to get voting rights, some even gave their lives for it and in many countries it is still being fought for. These movements have granted women like you as well as I to be who we are today. The feminist movement brought about many equal rights for women as well as a common bond for the entire female race. They have allowed us to act opening and think broadly. They have given opportunities that were once not there. They have allowed me to voice my opinion and speak how I feel.  They have allowed me to issue a ballot in whose going to be the next city official, or, mayor, or even president of the United States. It has allowed me to get a job and work. Take your opportunities to vote. These movements has granted access so that I or any other women who wanted too, to run for president, to be the next mayor , either way I now have bodily integrity and liberation . I can now hold a position in a public office. I can own my own property. I can go to school and receive an education. And last but not least I now have marital, parental and religious rights. So with that being said the Feminist Movement has granted women today more rights, privileges and we also were given equal rights to that of a man.
In conclusion, feminism deals with challenging rather than accommodating to what individuals are told by society is the right or wrong way. It is standing up for yourselves and individuals taking pride in what they do. The women and men seen and understood their relation to the world rather to just go along with what they thought was wrong. Feminism is a movement away from historically conventional norms to a more exposed and equal way of living. Feminism is a movement which has been incredibly important to the success and failures of the United States and has been a necessary journey for the women in our country to travel upon so that they can discover and create their own unique place in society.
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