CHAPTER 17: Sex For Sale

-two ways in which sex can be bought and sold: commercial sex work and pornography

COMMERCIAL SEX WORK
-sex workers—prostitutes, escorts, erotic dances, phone sex workers, masseuse, models/actors
-common to all these activities is that they involve the sale of a service to satisfy sexual fantasies
-commercial sex worker: hookers, partnered sexual activity or interactions in return for payment
-prostitution has never been illegal in Canada
-common bawdy house: legal term for a place in which prostitution occurs
-being found in a bawdy house, pimping, or living on money made from prostitution is illegal
-no clear guidelines on where it can take place—laws don’t discourage women from entering field
-prostitution laws are enforced with great inconsistency (69% Canadians think it is immoral)
-Gemme: argues that in addition to eliminating the legal consequences of prostitution, we also need to remove the negative effects that result from the social stigma attached to prostitution—thus the term sex worker
Venues for Female Sex Workers
-nature of the venue or of the social or sexual context influences the type of sex worker and client, the activity that occurs there, and its associated risks
-80% of sex workers work the streets, the remainder work for an escort agency or strip club
-call girl: works out of her own residence, making appts with clients thru phone
-dresses expensively and lives in an upscale neighbourhood—earn lots of money, but has expenses
-call girls have considerable autonomy, and their physical and health risks are reduced by the setting in which they work
-brothel: another venue for sex work—declined in number after WW2
-past 20 years they have been replaced by in call services which employ women working regular shifts in an appt or condo, servicing clients who come to the appt
-a sex worker in this setting generally has less autonomy than a call girl—there is a manager who determines the conditions in which they work
-brothels and in call services are illegal in Canada
-escort service: employ both men and women who will engage in sexual activity, the service has a standard menu
-prostitution in this setting is referred to as out call service—escorts go to the clients
-risky business because the escort cannot control the setting
-the most visible sex worker is the streetwalker: generally less attractive and more likely to impose strict time constraints on the customer
-her mode of operation is obvious, she is most likely to get arrested (95% of arrests)
-about one half of sex workers enter when they are under 16 years old
The Role of Third Parties
-pimp: the man, portrayed as her companion master—she supports him with earnings
-in return he may provide her with companionship and sex etc
-a majority of adult sex workers work without a pimp
-another third party in commercial sex worker is the madam: a woman who manages or owns an in call service, out call service, brothel, or escort service
-importance of third parties is that they reduce the autonomy of the sex workers they supervise, and may coerce them to perform activities or work with clients that they do not want to
-sex trafficking: the recruitment and control of persons, by threat or use of force or deception for purposes of sexual exploitation
The Career of a Sex Worker
-first step in a sex worker’s career is entry—variety of reasons (mostly economics—money/goods)
-means of upward economic mobility or simply survival or for drug addictions
-force or coercion is another factor, another involves gaining power
-on entrance, most women go through an apprenticeship in which they learn the skills of the profession
-the apprentice learns sexual techniques (fellatio), how to hustle and successfully negotiate
-when asked ‘what is the best part of sex work?’ most common response was the money
-they chose to enter sex work over their other alternatives
-their chief concerns were avoiding the police, the desire to remain anonymous, and fear of violence
-hazards associated with sex work are being victims of a bad trick, drug addiction, STIs, and arrest
Sex Workers Well Being
-variety of images of the contemporary sex worker
-study—all the images are accurate
-results showed that 1/4th of women are doing well, another quarter were at the opposite end
-the remaining women were in the middle
-health outcomes would be worse in countries in which prostitution was illegal and therefore sex workers have little recourse if they are assaultedrisk of exposure to STIs
-the high levels of violence and of psychological distress found among sex workers are not due to the nature of sex work, but instead reflect the stigma associated with sex work
-they are at risk for rape because of attitudes such as the view that you cant rape a prostitute so no harm is done if you use force
-sex workers use a variety of cognitive and behavioural strategies to cope with the risks of work
-some use drugs and alcohol, shut down feelings and focus narrowly on the task
-distancing themselves is often called depersonalization
The Role of Early Abuse
-the study of women working in the Netherlands found that, in addition to their work venue, having a history of victimization and trauma as children before they entered prostitution was associated with poorer well being
-high percentage of sex workers had been physically or sexually abused as children
-childhood abuse leads to feelings of stigmatization that in turn results in early sexual activity
Customers
-the use of prostitutes has declined dramatically in the past 50 years
-reflects the increased frequency of non marital and casual sexual activity during this same period
-sex workers refer to their customers as ‘johns’—about 50% of clients are occasional johns
-nearly 50% of clients are repeaters who seek a regular relationship with one person— the remainder are compulsive johns (about half the men are married)
-study of men in Vancouver—on average the men had first purchased sex when they were 24
-in Quebec, men use the services of sex workers for a variety of reasons—some have long term partners but want sex more frequently and some use sex to satisfy erotic needs
-prove manhood or gain experience and for some it is a way to engage in discreet same sex 
Male Sex Workers
-male sex workers are less likely than are female sex workers—25% of workers in Canada are male
-male sex workers serving female clientele work in three settings
-they never work in the streets—this reflects gender role socialization (female clients are unlikely to cruise the streets to pick up a sex worker)
-male sex workers work for escort services, massage parlours, and as a gigilo: a man who provides companionship and sexual gratification on a continuing basis to a woman in exchange for money
-they often only have one client at a time—women prefer this on going relationship
-hustlers: male sex workers that cater to men—they fall into three categories:
	1. full time street and bar hustlers—operate like a female streetwalker, rarely have pimps
	2. full time call boys or kept boys—more exclusive clientele and more attractive men
3. part time hustlers (largest group): students or people that are employed other places and work only when they need the money—less likely to come from dysfunctional families
Transgender Sex Workers:
-genetic males who may or may not live full time as a woman—take estrogen
-they serve a male clientele
-transgender sex workers were more similar to the female sex workers than to the male sex workers in keeping regular hours and spending less time with each client
-rarely told their customers that they were male—they restrict services that would give it away

Sex Tourism
-important type of commercial sex—refers to varieties of leisure travel that have as their purpose the purchase of sexual services
-made possible by three large scale social forces: migration of people from less developed nations, the commodification of sexual intimacy, and increased travel for recreation
-all of these forces are tied to increasing globalization
-tourists who can purchase sexual services are obviously wealthy enough to travel, means they are citizens of developed countries
-sex workers are often from a different national and ethnic background—attraction to the dark skinned other

PORNOGRAPHY
-a debate over porn has been raging for more than five decades
-religious fundamentalists agree that some porn should be illegal, while civil liberties groups believe in freedom of expression
Terms
-porn comes from the Greek word porneia—prostitution and graphos—writing
-pornography: magazines, films etc that are intended to be sexually arousing
-Criminal Code uses the term obscenity instead—it is a crime to possess or sell obscene material
-obscenity: any publication of dominant characteristic of which is the undue exploitation of sex
-community standards of tolerance: determines whether material is obscene
-do not refer to what Canadians would look at themselves, but what they would accept others being exposed to
-standards change as societal attitudes change
-distinction between porn and erotica (erotica is acceptable to them)
-sexually explicit material that depicts sex coupled with violence, that is degrading or dehumanizing or that includes children is pornography
-erotica: explicit sex that is not violent and is neither degrading or dehumanizing
-this material is also not considered obscene—this decision divided porn into three categories:
1. explicit sex w/ violence 	2. No violence but degrading sex	3. Explicit but not  degrading             or dehumanizing
-great diversity in what people consider pornographic
Types of Pornography
-multi billion dollar industry
Magazines
-large chunk of the Canadian porn market consists of US magazines
-soft core and hard core magainzes---soft core mushroomed in the 70s
-much porn is designed for the heterosexual male reader
-hard core mags have a no holds barred approach to what they present
-profit on mags is great—mark ups as high as 600%
Films, Videos, and DVDs
-only in the last four decades have these films been slick and well produced
-hard core films began to emerge around the 70s—two important films: I Am Curious, Yellow and Deep Throat 
-Deep Throat made it clear that there were big profits to be made
-loops are short 10 minute hard core videos set up in coin operated computers in booths
-in the 80s, X rated videocassettes for home viewing began to replace porn theatres
-identified two types of pornography: pseudo lesbian porn (for men) and lesbian porn (women)
-many hard core films are made for a heterosexual audience
-a rapidly expanding part of the porn industry is the amateur video—home videos
-they cost virtually nothing and distributors are eager to purchase them
-account for at least 20% of all adult videos made in the US
-90s, a number of companies began marketing videos designed to educate people—erotica not porn
-the subtle end is found in music videos
Live Entertainment
-shows providing live, sexualized entertainment is another part of the industry
-dancers circulate the patrons when not on stage—converted bars to upscale gentlemans clubs
-many of the customers are regulars
-male strippers catering to a female audience are less common but perform periodically some areas
-dancers perform stage shows, table dances, and lap dances
-the question of lap dances being legal has not been fully settled by courts
Telephone Sex
-another example of enlisting technology to sell sexual titillation
-typical recording was of a female voice describing a series of sexual activities in which the caller was a participant such as fantasies involving masturbation or sex
-also provided in live conversation—most callers are men and most workers are women
Pornography Online
-past 15 years the Internet has made available a wide variety of sex related services for every computer
-these services include online chats or conversations; exchanging messages with like minded persons via discussions
-people who view more sexually explicit material online also tend to view more non Internet porn
Chat Rooms
-location where individuals can meet and carry on conversations electronically
-oriented towards people with particular sexual interests
-interesting feature is that the other person cannot see you
-on some sites, customers can actually see the performers as well as communicate with them either thru text messages or audio connections
News Groups
-people can also log on to sex oriented news groups, read messages posted by others, and post messages themselves
-may be a story or a file containing pornographic pictures in digital form
Commercial Bulletin Boards
-contain sexually explicit photos—users log on and download these images for a fee
-hard core images made up 38% of the downloaded images
-possessing such images in Canada is illegal
-market is driven by a large demand for paraphilic and pedophilic imagery
Adult Websites
-sell a variety of pornographic services and sexual materials
-each site typically includes thousands of photos organized by content, videos that can be viewed on a computer screen, stories, links to live sex shows etc
-many of these sites specialize in featuring teenagers, black, asain, and Latina women etc
-charges a membership fee for access
-computer pornography can be a positive alternative sexual outlet—access is in private
-cause for concern—facilitate dependence and addiction to this type of sexual content
-children can also access this kind of material and it also distributes child pornography
Child Pornography
-kiddie porn. Features photos or films of sexual acts involving children
-most reprehensible part of the porn industry because it produces such an obvious victim
-93: a specific statute prohibiting people from possessing child porn, defined as any depiction of a person under the age of 18 engaging in explicit sexual activity was added to the Criminal Code
-use the term pornography rather than obscenity
-most men convicted of child porn offences are pedophiles
-child porn is defined as any material that shows a child’s genitals for a sexual purpose or depicts a child engaged in sexual activity—defined as under 18
-sentences for child porn offences are greater than for obscenity offences
-it is an offence to be in the possession of child porn whereas it is only illegal to sell and distribute obscene material
-narrow exceptions: it is legal to write or draw sexually explicit depictions of children for your own personal pleasure
Advertising
-both subtle and obvious sexual promises are used to sell a wide variety of products
-sexual clothing as well as portrayals of intimate contact became more frequent
-2003: 78% of women in ads in men’s mags were attired in sexually suggestive clothing
-sexually provocative behaviour is another aspect of sex found in magazine advertising
-television advertising uses not only bodily display or nudity an sexually suggestive interaction but also context and language
-the effects of advertising concludes that the sexual info attracts attention, and viewers are more likely to remember the sexual image, however less likely to remember the brand name
-affect attitudes towards one’s body among both men and women
The Customers
-most people using porn are men between 18 and 40—typically well educated, middle class male between 22 and 34
-female interest in erotica was recognized 20 years ago by Candida Royalle, then a film star, she became a producer and director and has made films directed towards women
-repeat customers are a crucial part of the success of the porn business
-computer porn attracts a more varied clientele—men and women of diverse ages
-bulletin boards and adult websites attract the same clients as adult bookstores—young middle class white men
Feminist Objections to Porn
-feminists are very critical of pornography for four reasons:
	1. it debases women—portrays them as sex objects
	2. it associates sex with violence towards women
	3. it shows and glamorizes unequal power relations between men and women
	4. they object to the structure of the porn industry—abusive work
-both cause and effect—porn in part results from traditional gender roles that make it socially acceptable for men to use women and require hypersexuality and aggressiveness as part of the male role
-in turn, porn may serve to perpetuate traditional gender roles
The Effects of Violent Porn
-using violent porn may predispose some men toward committing violent crimes against women
-four questions can be asked about the effects of using porn:
	1. does it produce sexual arousal
	2. does it affect the user’s attitudes, particularly about violence towards women
	3. does it affect the sexual behaviour of users
	4. does it affect the aggressive behaviour of users, especially towards women
-research consistently finds that exposure to material that the viewer finds acceptable does produce arousal
-exposure portrayals that the viewer finds objectionable produces a negative reaction
-gender differences in self reports—men report higher levels of arousal than women
-attributed to the fact that most erotica and porn is male oriented
-effect of porn on attitudes? A single exposure has little or no effect but massive exposure does lead to more permissive attitudes
-both men and women may report an increase in sexual thoughts and fantasies and in behaviours such as masturbation and intercourse
-exposure to portrayals of behaviour the person has not personally engaged in does not lead to an increase in the behaviours
-interest in whether exposure to portrayals of sexual aggression increase aggressive behaviour
-in lab studies—men who are insulted or provoked by a women and have been exposed to violent porn are significantly more aggressive to women
-in a real life situation, a man could choose to speak to the women instead of act aggressively
-conclusion: exposure to sexually explicit material that the viewer finds acceptable is arousing to both men and women
-exposure to porn does increase men’s aggression under certain lab conditions but generalizations in real life are not known
Solution
-our own opinion is that legal restrictions of sexually explicit material depicting adults are probably not the solution
-a better solution is education—convey to people that media depictions are unreal
-the typical briefing pre or post, consists of a short tape or a handout that the material is fictional
-education can eliminate at least negative effects on attitudes

