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Summary
The Battle of Algiers is arguably the most influential political films in history. It is a war film that focuses on the Algerian struggle for independence from the French government. The film is set during 1954 through 1957. It depicts the events that occurred in the capital city of French Algeria.  The movie begins by showing the emergence of the National Liberation Front (FLN), a revolutionary cells in the Casbah. 
The FLN begins orchestrating attacks on the French settlers, most commonly known as the pied-noir. At first, the FLN targeted French policemen by shootings, but after a retaliation attack from a few pied-noirs, the cells began bombing the residency of the pied-noirs’. The increase violence from both sides resulted in the French army paratroopers being called to Algeria to destroy the FLN. Even with the French army paratroopers, the FLN still fought for independence and got the backing of all of Algeria during an organized work strike. The French army paratroopers responded by forcing the Algerians back to work and threatening them with imprisonment. 
Soon enough, the French army paratroopers captured and tortured enough civilians to destroy the entire FLN leadership through either assassination or capture. Although, the army was able to neutralize the FLN and acquire two years of relative peace, the ending of the film shows the spontaneous nationalist demonstrations and riots for independence. The fight for independence was not killed with the FLN, but it continued. 
Themes
One of the major themes in the movie was torture. The film depicts French military as ready and willing to torture in order to end the FLN movement. Torture was the main method of how the French army acquired information from their detainees. The movie, not only shows the French soldiers torturing Algerians but taking a liking to it. After the confession of an Algerian about the hideout of Ali, soldiers could be seen mocking the tortured Algerian as they put a French hat on him. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mathieu, the paratroop commander, is also seen in the beginning of the film preparing his soldiers for the interrogation methods he tends to use in Algeria. Later, in a press conference, a reporter asked Mathieu to be more precise in the topic of torture. Mathieu responded by suggesting that their success in defeating the FLN would have not been possible without the use torture. Ironically, in an attempt to capture the FLN leaders, Mathieu bribes them by offering them a ‘fair trail’ if they agree to surrender. 
Another theme in the movie, and perhaps the biggest is colonialism. The conflict in the movie was based on colonialism and the struggle for Independence. Although, the oppression of the Arab Algerians was not vividly depicted in the film, the director shows it in a number of ways. For starters, the geographical separation of the Arabs and the Europeans. The Arabs was shown living in a dense area of Casbah with jagged roads and worn out buildings. The area of the Arabs was always dark. However, the Europeans lived in a modern city full of light, stores, cars, and buildings.
Furthermore, it wouldn’t be colonialism if the indigenous people didn’t work for the settlers. In the film, Arabs works under the direct rule of the Europeans and are mainly engaged in manual labor. This is depicted during the strike organized by the FLN and it explains why the French military was so adamant in forcing the Arabs back to work. 
Also, colonialism wouldn’t be colonialism without its’ ideology and the dehumanization of the indigenous people. A fundamental myth of colonialism is the belief that the colonizers is helping the native people and not harming them. In the movie, the French military tried to persuade the Algerian to abandon the FLN by reminding them that France has given them ‘civilization and prosperity’. The dehumanization and the insensitivity of the French towards the Arab were constantly shown in the film. For example, Mathieu referred to the FNL as a tapeworm that needs to be decapitated, and throughout the movie, the French referred to Algerians as ‘dirty Arabs’ and ‘rats’.  Also, Mathieu disregarded the Arab way of life by naming his mission, ‘operation champagne’ knowing that alcohol was forbidden to Muslim. 
Major message
Although the portrayal of the violence between the French and the Arabs appears to be objective, the movie sends an anti-colonialism message. Systematic oppression will never last. The longer people are oppressed the bigger their grievances will be until they had enough. In the end, people will always rebel against oppression. In the film, France won the battle with the FLN and assumed that things will go back to normal, but in the end, the people of Algeria spontaneously started protesting once again. 
This movie also highlights the hypocrisy of the French government. The French being the ‘civilized’ parties are supposed to be better than the Algerians. However, they rounded people up and tortured them, and then tried not to discuss their inhumane acts with the press. 
Thoughts
I have mixed feeling about the movie. For the good, the movie does provide with a brief background of the Algerian war. More importantly, it provides us with visionary examples of urban guerrilla warfare used by FLN and the torture used by the French. I believe showing women aiding in the killing of officers and bombing helps you understand women importance in the movement for independence; when often times women roles in revolutionary movements are discredited. 
Watching the movie, I hated the way it romanticizes the bombings and shootings committed by the FLN. However, my opinion changed in one scene when a reporter asked Ben M’Hidi if it was cowardly to use women’s baskets and handbags to launch terror bomb attacks on French civilians. M’Hidi replies by saying, “Of course, if we had your airplanes it would be a lot easier for us. Give us your bombers, and you can have our baskets.”
His response but things into perspective and I gained a deeper understanding as to why the FLN did the things that they did. They had no choice, so to the outside world their actions may be viewed as cowardly, but in reality, it was the only way. The position of the FLN is that it takes more than terrorism to win a revolution, and that is why the work strike was so important because it gave the entire Algerian population an opportunity to mobilize and act. 
For the bad, the movie could have been more relatable. The director did not really show the harsh injustice by the French that would have provoked the uprising. To a person who is not knowledgeable in Algerian history, you can see that the Arabs are treated unfairly, but it’s hard to tell what provoked the resistance. Instead of showing the grievances of the Algerian population, the film takes you in the cell of Ali as he witnesses the French government murdering an activist. To him, that is what sparked his rebelling, but that does little to conceptualize the problems between the Algerian and the French. 
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