Lecture 4
Thursday September 19th, 2013
Disjuctive Syllogism:
· It is a valid argument form which is a syllogism having a disjunctive statement for one of its premises
· Ruling out the premises
Reductio ad Absurdum (reduction to abursdity)
· One way to show that a proposition is false is to show that a contradiction follows from it 
· Leads to a contradiction 
· Show the statement is false because it shows a contradiction (first statement)
· Combined with other true statements you get in the middle of contradiction 
· The Law of Non-contradiction : contradictions cannot be true. Therefore, any proposition that implies a contradiction cannot be true
· Assume the opposite of what you believe is true and then prove it wrong 
Enthymeme
· An ethymeme is an arguement in which conclusion of one of the premises has been left unstated
Sorites
· Is a connected series of arguments in which the conclusion of one argument also serves as a premise in another argument
Last three arguments will pop up in the true and false and other knowledge based q’s






