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· Race and ethnicity influences access to sport participation, decisions about playing sports
· Sport is also a cultural site where people formulate or change ideas about skin colour and ethnic heritage
Defining Race, Ethnicity, and Minority
· Race: population of people who are believed to be naturally or biologically distinct from others
· Based on physical/biological traits
· Ethnicity: cultural heritage that is used to identify a category of people
· Ethnic Population: people regarded as socially distinct because they share a way of life
· Minority: suffer disadvantages due to systematic discrimination (lack of power)
· Visible Minority: identifiably different, often by skin colour from the majority group (excluding Aboriginals)
· The idea that there are distinct, identifiable races is a recent invention
· Europeans developed it based on encounters with people who didn’t look like them (religious beliefs, language, histories, social status, national origins)
· Based on the assumption that the appearance and actions of Europeans was normal – deviations from the norm were strange  whitness became the standard
· One-Drop Rule: person with any black ancestor was classified as Negro in the social and legal system
· Socially constructed racial categories hide diversity and hide various heritages of “mixed –race” people (Tiger Woods)
· Main purpose of racial ideologies was to justify oppression and exploitation of one population by another
· Led to and supported racism, fostered the use of racial stereotypes
· When black athletes demonstrate success, we attribute it to genetics or biological differences
· When white athletes demonstrate success, racial ideology focuses on social and cultural factors rather than genetics
· White dominated, white identified and white centred society resulted in success of white athletes being seen as normal
· Youth listen to people discuss abilities of athletes, and in process may develop ideas about race and physical abilities and their chances for success in various sports
· Times of white runners in certain sprints and long-distances have become slower over the years – not because of genetics but because of their choices and lack of motivation
· Cool Pose: African American males from low-income families face limited life chances and withdrawal from school, family and mainstream economy
· Cope by channelling creative energies into demeanor, speech, gesture, clothing etc.
· Integral part of some sports (basketball and football)
Race and Ethnic Relations in Canada
· Unites States is a melting pot, while Canada is a cultural mosaic
· Assimilation/melting pot – immigrants abandon their traditional identities and cultures and become American
· Four stages: initial contact, competition, accommodation, assimilation
· Children of immigrants, schools and sports, become significant mechanisms by which people were incorporated into society
· Exposure to media and cultural practices such as sports and games
· Multiculturalism/mosaic – no immigrants are permitted to incorporate their entire culture of origin into multicultural society (laws and political system!)
· Offer possibility of multiple identities
· Slow assimilation of sports and games – increased evidence of traditional physical practices among more recent immigrant communities
· Toronto Parks and Rec established ball hockey league with conditions necessary for practicing Muslims
Dynamics of Ethnic and Racial Relations in Canadian Sports
· Quebec is under major influence of Catholic Church – resulted in different pattern of sport development
· Sports under control of Anglophones proposed threat of assimilation, so clergy took the initiative to create separate sport system with less competitive set of values
· Recently, proportion of francophone athletes on national teams has increased
· Still a concern at the lack of coaching and exec positions
· Cultural Interpretation: sports were not important in francophone culture, mainstream culture was associated with rejecting type of power and performance sports associated with Anglophones
· Structural explanations: differences in power, underrepresentation was a result of discrimination on part of Anglophone sport execs making the selections
Native and Non-Native Relations
· Indian Act was structured to limit Aboriginal sport participation – as a result, legitimized Euro-Canadian ways of playing sports
· Exploitation – lacrosse and other Native sports have been “Europeanized”; ended traditional ways of playing the game and made native participation problematic 
· Inability to afford travel and membership fees of professionalized sports
· Racism – often excluded from participation in organized sports
· Result of European distaste at possibility of being defeated by individuals who they considered to be socially inferior
· Racist slurs from spectators
· Ethnocentric Distortion – knowledge about natives is distorted because experience is presented from a Euro-Canadian perspective
· Native practices are condemned (gambling), assumptions about their character (less civilized)
· Assimilation and Resistance – loss of traditional cultures due to government action mandating education in residential schools
· TV showed channels from southern Canada – mainstream sports
Canadian/American Relations
· In the CFL: it is white Canadians, not African Americans, who were stacked in supporting positions – unlikely to play in central positions, earn lower salaries
· Designated import rule: each team can have 2 American quarterbacks, making it nearly impossible for Canadian University Quarterbacks to make a career of it
· Majority of coaches and GM’s are American – look first to US for key players
Asian-Canadian/European-Canadian Relations
· Muslim girls constrained by parental rules about activities outside the home
· Westernized sports are not valued by Islamists 
· South Asians are more likely to participate in leisure activities with family – not counted as physical activity in surveys
· When they do participate in organized sports, often experience racism and cope by either withdrawing completely or over compensating (feeling the need to excel)
African-Canadian/European-Canadian Relations
· Discourse of Canada’s National Identity: characterized as being marked by omissions and silences – Ben Johnson’s Canadian identity withdrawn by media after positive steroid test
· Discourse of otherness: created distance between us and them
Eliminating Racial Exclusion in Sport Participation
· Some sports have higher rates of participation by racial and ethnic minorities because:
· People who control teams benefit financially when they include ethnic players
· Individual performances are measured in concrete, objective terms
· Once those in control realize they can benefit from recruiting ethnic minority players without losing control or upsetting existing structure, they do
· Golf, tennis, swimming etc. are played in private clubs where social interaction is personal  - slow to welcome racial and ethnic diversity
Managing Racial Diversity in Sports
· Diversity training
· Cultural and ethnic awareness important in team advertising and sponsorship
Integrating Positions of Power In Sports
· Major power positions are held primarily by white men
· Hockey is the whitest – 98% of players 
Prospects for Change
· Those who have benefited from ideologies will resist changes in relationships and social structures that reproduce their beliefs
· This is why certain forms of racism have remained a part of sports today
· Sports can bring people together, doesn’t automatically lead to adopt tolerant attitudes
· Racial and ethnic relations only improve when those who have power work to bring people together
