Chapter 8: Virtue Ethics
What is Virtue? What is Character?
· Looking not at what should I do, But what should I be (Virtue Ethics)
· Virtue in todays society --> Relatively Positive emotion
· Original Definition of Virtue -->  Having warrior like qualities (Honor, Courage, Honesty, ETC)
· A person of good character
· Function is what you do best, Virtue is what you need to achieve function
 
Is Character Innate
· We are born with a sense of character
· As we go through life, we change our character through life experiences and similar actions
 
Non-Western Virtue Ethics
Africa
· Ethics are focused on Virtue and Character
· Not doing something wrong, but they are a bad person
· Character is natural, but can still be molded
· Can Achieve good through strong habits
· What you do is what makes you a good person
· We are born neutral
· Favor Kindness, Compassion, Hospitality and whatever can benefit the community
 
Native American
· Ecological Virtue = Harmony with Nature
· Nonhuman neighbors are part of the community
· Don’t kill too much, Use all parts of a animal, don’t stay in one area too long that you would deplete resources
 
Western
· Heavily influenced by Christianity
· Cannot accomplish anything without god
· Doing the right thing is the moral imperative
· Character vs Conduct
 
Socrates Legacy, Plato's Works
· Socratic method involves teaching solely through dialogue, no written text or anything similar
· External Appearance of something is not the same as the truth
 
The Good Life
· Being true to your principles, no matter how others see it = Key to living the "GOOD LIFE"
· The examined life is a life where you are not ruled by the opinions of others
· Ignorance leads to wrongdoing
· Socrates felt there was a conflict between opinion and knowledge
· For Socrates, Virtue meant to question the meaning of life and to keep ones integrity while searching
 
The Virtuous Person --> Tripartite Soul
· Looking at what makes a person good
· Needs and Wants are called Appetites
· Power that pulls us back is rational element / reason
· When we let our appetites take control over our reason, we face issues of willpower
· Reason --> Wisdom
· Willpower --> Courage
· Appetites --> Temperance
 
Plato's Theory of Forms
· A persons view of reality is called Metaphysics
· Reality is made up of things that can be measured (Materialism)
· Reality is completely spiritual, and is all in the mind (idealism)
· Reality is part matter and part mind (Dualism)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7xjoHruQfY
 
 
Chapter 9: Aristotle's Virtue Theory
 
Empirical Knowledge and the Realm of Senses
· Empirical Knowledge: Knowledge that you obtain through senses (Sight, Smell, Hear, Feel, Taste)
· He believed that forms are not separate from their material things
· If we are enjoying the view of a waterfall, was are directly experiencing the forms of cliff, waterfall, and falling
 
Virtue Theory: Teleology and the Golden Mean
· If it performs the way that nature intended, it is considered virtuous
· Teleology: Purpose --> Things you do the best
· Every event has 4 causes
· Material Cause --> Stuff event is made out of
· Efficient Cause --> The force that brings it into being
· Formal Cause --> The shape or idea of the thing
· Final Cause --> The purpose (Telos)
 
The Human Purpose
· Humans as a whole have a purpose
· Each organ has a specific function
· Aristotle looked at the Telos of the Individual and of the Species
· Aristotle argues that the main purpose of a Human is to reason well and develop a rational character
· Believes in Intellectual and Moral virtues
 



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Golden Mean
· Concept of Moderation
· You must respond to a situation at the right time, in the right way, with the right amount of feeling, for the right reason
· Every action or feeling must be done in the right amount
· He doesn’t tell you what to do, just don’t go too much or too little
· Denys loophole of unethical activities by saying that they are bad and shouldn’t be done at all
 
Happiness
· Being virtuous makes you happy
· Pleasure and Happiness are not the same thing
· Highest value goods are to live well, be happy, and to do well
· Indulgence in too many pleasures can result in loss of thrill and loss of happiness
· Aristotle believes that the soul is a form and the human body is the matter
 
Objections to Greek Virtue Theory
· Does not reconcile with Christian virtues
· Limited viewpoints/perspectives
· Basis is teleology
 
Chapter 10: Contemporary Perspectives
Ethics and the Morality of Political Concepts
· Ethics of Virtue is to ask yourself what kind of person you want to be
· Morality of Virtue is to ask yourself which virtue is desired
· Conduct (How we act) vs Character (Who we are)
· Political Figure (Character vs Conduct)
· Conservatives focus on Character, Liberals focus on Conduct
 
Mayo
· We do not live by principles of what to do but rather measure ourselves according to moral qualities or deficiencies. 
· Does not exclude an ethics of conduct 
· Second place because what we do is included in standards of virtue 
· Ethics of conduct can exist without virtue (you can still do the right thing and be a bad person) 
· Don’t look for specific advice in moral theory. Instead, adopt general advice (be brave/patient/compassionate). 
· This gives you a unity of character. 
· Choose a role model (real or ideal) and live in that person’s spirit (not emulate actual actions). 
· This is more realistic than trying to live up to a concept or ideals of goodness/virtue. 
· Criticisms: 
· What is your role model doesn’t correspond to what other people consider a model of decent behavior? 
· What if your role model turns out to be not so perfect? 
· Can you really be virtuous by emulating someone else? Is copying someone else the best use of reason? Is it living an authentic life? 
 
Foot
· Virtue is our capacity to correct our tendency to go astray. 
· We may want to hide when in danger; the virtue of courage can correct this. 
· We may want to indulge in more pleasure than is good for us; the virtue of temperance can correct this. 
· A person who likes to do good is a morally better person. A struggle is a sign that the person is lacking in virtue. 
· Intention is important (an act can’t be called good if not backed by good will). 
 
Sommers
· Ethics classes try to present material on all sides, leading to the notion that moral values are a matter of taste. 
· The “big issues” of abortion, euthanasia and capital punishment should be avoided in favor of smaller, everyday concerns such as honesty, friendship, compassion. 
· If these virtues are not learned at an early age, the window may close. 
· Emulate 19thcentury ethics courses: students were taught how to be good rather than how to debate moral issues. 
· Don’t assume things are someone else’s responsibility. 
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