Sample questions for midterm exam #2 


What ultimate explanation do Ohman and Mineka provide for the existence of a fear module in mammals that is selective for snakes and snake-like stimuli?

In several experiments, people showed stronger conditioning with a snake CS and a mildly-aversive shock UCS, than with a rabbit CS and the same shock UCS. In some studies, there was no difference in rate of acquisition of the following associations: snake-food, damaged electrical appliance-food, mushrooms-food, or flowers-food. Together, these findings were interpreted as evidence of selective associations in fear learning. Explain why. Also, describe any legitimate criticisms you can think of about this interpretation of the findings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]What observations or findings suggest that individual crows in New Caledonia each have their own default method of making tools to extract food from the detritus of rotting areas on broken or fallen trees, or from “holes” manufactured by researchers and baited with food?
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