

Outline 17: Wednesday, November 25
Athens II: Religious Life: Eleusinian Mysteries & the Panathenaia

Reading: C/F:126 -133 plus reconstruction of the acropolis below!

Τ τ  Tau is for Tyrannicides (p. 118)
· last Phoenician-derived letter
Industrial Athens:
·  Metal workers
· Kerameikos- made containers out of clay 
· Black/red figure pottery- this made them prosperous, had incision and was very popular  
· Solon’s economic reforms
1. import foreign craftsmen and give them citizenships
2. Everyman had to teach son(s) a trade
3. Illegal to have no occupation- had to find something to support you and your family 
Result: Athens became a prosperous city and a major export 
· Slavery: equality in work, made equal pay (wage)- however, not always enough
· Source: conquest, Piracy, revolt, offspring
· Status: no legal right, one could buy and sell slaves, purchase them from a slave market- they were skilled, wouldn’t get married, they can be hired (they were an investment)
· Advantages for slaves: they could buy their freedom, but can’t be a citizen
· Advantages for owners: freedom for citizens to participate in a democratic government
· Slavery was a necessity for the development of democracy, and were economic and political essentials  
Peiraieus
·  Has an orthogonal plan- new development (Hiodamus) 
·  Was improved by Peisistratos 
·   Was fortified by Themistokles- developed Athean navy
·   Imports: Food- Grain in particular (from black sea)
· Attica relied heavily on imports because their population over grew after the reforms 
·  Exports: Olive oil, silver-mines were discovered, pottery- black/red figure pottery

Eleusinian Mysteries @ Eleusis
Mystery Cult- don’t know the rites, or what happened
· People were forbidden to tell people about what happened (if iniated)
· Were sacred cults to goddess Demeter (goddess of agriculture- esp. grain)
· Close to the border of Attica
· Were secret, nocturnal (held at night)
· Initiates: Greek speaking men, women, slaves
· Piglet purification first: sacrifice to piglets (were sacred to Demeter- as they are the most fertile in domestic animals)
· Sacred Way: A caryatid from the inner propylon (gateway) at Eleusis (fortified sancuay of Demeter) caries (container for secret cult objects) on her head
· Telesterion: Hall of Mysteries, huge enclosed hall, huge. Place where rites were carried out, these rites are still unkown, were well kept secrets
Panathenaia- Principal festival of Athena, held every summer (july)
· Panathenaic Way- started from the Sacred gate to Acropylis of Athens 
· Was for Athena’s birthday 
· Peplos: Big piece of cloth, pinned at shoulder, and tied from waist (was Athena’s birthday present)
· Procession: depicted on Elgin Marbles, taken by Lord Elgin, now in British Museum 
· A sacrifice of 100 bulls and was feasted on
Great Panathenaia: 
· Deluxe version occurred every 4 years 
· Religious ceremonies
· Athletic (were like Panhellenic games), tribal (only for Athena men), and music contests (all Greek speaking men)
· Valuable prizes for more than 1st place
Competitions, competitors & Prizes
1. Athletic contest prizes (Panhellenic) 
·  Black figure Panathenaic amphora: 40L of high quality olive oil from sacred olive trees, would win multiple of these, people later sold these
2. Tribal Competitions (Athens only): Anthippasia- cavalry display, boat races, chariot races, military dancing, javelin throwing from throwing horseback 
- Competitions Prizes: Cash, gold crowns, scarified animals 
3. Musical: Singers, musicians competing, compete in Odeion 
(theater) of Perikles- roof was made from Persian sips- recited homers Iliad 
- Prize: money 
 Panathenaic torch race: nocturnal (at night), King Archon (Basileus) stands behind the altar of Athena, 40 tribal competition
· Tribes were in teams, team prize: money + ox and hydria 
· Goals: Go to the altar of Athena with the torchs still lit or eliminated 
Acropolis- Where the main ceremony took place
Beginning of 5th Century (Acropolis)
· When Persians 1st came to Athens- destroyed all the temples
· Old Temple of Athena – not completed 
End of 5th Century 
· Temple of Athena rebuilt: Most famous Greek temple
Propylaia (# 1 on attached plan): Entrance gate
· Has 5 passage3s through it
· Doric Order columns exterior/Ionic Interior 
· features:
·  Picture Galley (# 1B on attached plan)- on the left, has all the mythical scenes (Athenian Mythology)
Temple of Athena Nike (# 2 on attached plan: p. 129) 
· Athena Nike: goddess of Victory: victory of Thalamyes over the Persians
· Features: Made of Marble, Ionic order, 4 columns- monolithic, temple had a wingless victory Goddess 
· Salamis

Athena Promachos: (#3 on attached plan)
·  Made by Pheidias- responsible for sculpting the seated statue of Zeus in Olympia, and project manager for all he improvements made in the acropolis 
· This Promachos was  made up of Bronze, right after the entrance and was made out of captured stuff
·  Marathon
Parthenon (#4 on attached plan): Red and blue painted temple
· Features: Doric order, Ionic elements, and copy of western Greek Architecture 
· Pediments: Contest b/w Athena and Poseidon (Struck Acropolis with salt water)- Athena won (on the west)
· On the front- Birth of Atena (out of Zeus’s head), Alexander’s shields- ones captured from the Persians and Nero’s dedication- tiny holes, where the alphabets were pinned 
Doric elements/western influence
· Metope sculpture (Selinus): Sicily influence 
· Theme- Triumph of Civilization
· Amazonomachy, Trojan war, Gigantomachy, Lapiths vs. Centuars; metaphors 
· double interior colonnade (Poseidonia)
Ionic elements
· treasury columns 
· inner frieze (p. 128 & 131) 
Statue of Athena Parthenos
· Chrys (gold) elephantine (elephant ivory) Athena Parthenos by Pheidias 
· 1 ton of gold, 3 stories high, 12 thousand skilled laborers make up the cost of this statue, part of treasure for Athenians for when times get tough (gold could be melted and used)
· shield
Erechtheus (one of the tribal hero’s) & Athena (Virgin goddess) (p. 128)
Temple of Erechtheus- Known as Erechteus
· Has wooden statue of Athena (believe fallen from heaven)
· Sacred to Athena and Poseidon and Zeus and other deities
· Altar was between Ereentheion and Parthenon (temple of the virgins)- only religious place that depicted normal people as paintings

Erechtheion (# 5 on attached plan))
· Temple of Athena Polias- Temple of Athena goddess 
· Features: Has several levels, Sacred olive tree, Ionic order
· north porch: swear hole in the roof and floor 
· caryatid porch- Female figures serving as columns on the south porch, one taken from the elgin marbles

The Acropolis & Neo-Classical architecture
· Was hidden and no one visited it until 18th Century 
· James Stuart sowed the Pathenon 
· He made painting, and published books about them, brought people in, introduced Neo-Classical architecture 
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