CHAPTER 1- WITCHCRAFT
ANTHROPOLOGY= study of humanity
4 FIELDS OF ANTHROPOLOGY
1) PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY; biology, evolution, genetics
2) ARCHAEOLOGY; examine ruins, remains, art, writings of extinct societies
3) LINGUISTICS; study of language
4) CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY; study of contemporary human societies
ANTHROPOLOGISTS= study of human societies as integrated wholes (many things influence one thing...ex; marriage is influenced by politics, law, economics...)
Anthropologists use an approach called HOLISM.
HOLISM= to study by living within the community of the people he is studying (participant observation)...during a long period of time
ETHNOCENTRISM= using your own society as the basis for interpreting and judging other societies.
CULTURAL RELATIVISM= to study people’s customs without judging
EMIC ANALYSIS= to see the world through the eyes of the people being studied
ETIC ANALYSIS= to be an outsider looking in and seeing the culture in turns of Western philosophy and theory
RELIGION
The early religions included;
ANIMISN= spirits and ghosts
ANIMATISM= generalized supernatural force
1. RELIGION ACCORDING TO KARL MARX (MARXIST); religion is designed to divert attention from the miseries of your lives...it is to get people to go along with a capitalist culture that is not in their best interest.
2. FUNCTIONAL APPROACH TO RELIGION (Malinowski); it provides control and certainty
3. INTERPRETIVE APPROACH TO RELIGION (Clifford Geertz); religion is a cluster of symbols that explains a culture.
4. ESSENTIALIST APPROACH TO RELIGION; domain of the extraordinary
5. PSYCHOSOCIAL APPROACH; concerns the relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and the individual.
Modernity; when science was the mean for discovery, the truth and progress
Post-modernity; there is no “true’’ knowledge. Knowledge is a human construction that we must try to deconstruct and science is LIMITED

CHAPTER 2- WITCHCRAFT
READINGS FROM THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
GODDESS (or great goddess or great mother);
She is the Earth Mother...she is the world (the earth and creatures, sea, stars, plants...all of nature). SHE IS IMMANENT..present within! She is the main focus of ritual for neo-Pagans (for feminist Wiccans and Dianics)...brings forth life and receives it back in death
She is also the moon goddess...with 3 stages. She empowers mainly women.
RECONSTRUCTING CELTIC SPIRITUALITY IN EUROPE;
New neo-Pagans traditions were invented and some old ones revived.
The new pagan groups and traditions in Europe are the latest manifestations of native traditions (ex; modern expression of the Native American traditions).
Reasserting the Pagan tradition in the present day means simply bringing to consciousness practices and beliefs that already exist in the background of modern life.
Definition---Paganism and neo- Paganism; nature, many divine beings (goddesses and gods)
‘’living intelligently in accordance with Nature’’
* In some Pagan traditions, nature is personified as a god or goddess. (Greek, Roman...Zeus, Jupiter)
* Some places are personified or have a strong ‘’spirit of place’’. (ex; Holy Mountain)
** We can see some continuities of practices today in Christianity or in ‘’superstitions’’ ; ex- continued veneration of holy springs, the decoration of sacred trees with ribbons, the transmutation of traditional hero worship into honouring the martyrs and of guardian saints, and the continued veneration of the fire goddess Brigis in both folklore and Christian forms.
THE RITUAL YEAR;
Even before humans, seasons meant change.
When humans came, during the changes of seasons, they would change their way of doing things according to the availability of food (follow what they hunt).
When cultures and civilizations were developed...they would start to celebrate the changes BUT NOT only for food availability anymore...they would interpret the changes through MYTHS.
The celebration dates and the way they are practiced depend on the geographical area.
Wheel of the year= 8 festivals.

CHAPTER 2- STEIN & STEIN
MYTH; *sacred stories that tell of the origin of humankind and the world. (ex; how to behave, what is good and bad, explains life and death, gods and spirits)
* Thought to recount real historical events by written or oral
Written= does not alter a lot through time except when people deliberately change it
Oral= tends to be altered by accident when people tell it and creates different versions of the same myth in a society
FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS OF MYTHS; forces that help to maintain the society.
STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS OF MYTHS; focuses on the underlying structure of myths
PSYCHOANALYTIC; sees myths as symbolically expressing unconscious wishes.
People express their worldviews in MYTHS (stories)
WORLDVIEW; the ways a society perceives and interprets its reality...provides and understanding of how the world works (how the relationship between human kind and the world).
COMMON THEMES IN MYTHS
Flood myths; stories of a flood...ex- Noah and the arc, the apocalypse
Origin myths; they answer some of the most basic questions humans have mostly on identity (ex; who are we, why are we here)
* Religious and sacred!
* Commonly talks about birth
Tricksters Myths- part human, part animal (ex; Ravens, Coyote and Spider)...seekers of sexual pleasure, lazy, dishonest and impulsive...they create or bring into the world many elements (namely THE SUN)
HERO MYTHS; hero myths all follow the same monomyth.
Monomyth; the same basic hero story
Monomyth has 3 stages;
1) Separation (hero is thrust out of his community)
2) Training
3) Returns and accomplishes the task
Hero brings some knowledge to humans.


CHAPTER 4- WITCHCRAFT
Ritual Classifications:
1. PRESCRIPTIVE RITUALS; a ritual that is required to be performed by some religious authority 9ex; go to church on Sunday)
2. SITUATIONAL RITUALS; a ritual performed because of a particular need of an individual or a community. (ex; to hold a ritual because of Sept 11)
3. PERIODIC RITUALS; a ritual performed as part of a religious calendar
4. OCCASIONAL RITUALS; a ritual performed when a particular need arises
A RITUAL CAN BE IN 2 CLASSIFICATIONS; ex- a Sunday church service is both prescribed and periodic.
TYPES OF RITUALS:
1) TECHNOLOGICAL; a ritual that attempts to influence or control nature...mostly for food like when there is a serious lack of rain (ex; hunting and gathering rites of intensification)
2) PROTECTIVE RITUALS; a ritual that serves to protect individuals in some dangerous or unpredictable activity, and divination rituals.
3) THERAPY RITUALS; healing rituals
4) ANTI-THERAPY RITUALS; rituals performed to bring about death and illness
5) IDEOLOGICAL RITUALS; they are rituals to maintain the normal functioning of a society.
(ex; familiar social rite of intensification that reinforces religious/social beliefs...rite of passage including birth, coming of age, marriage...)
THE 3 STAGES OF RITES OF PASSAGE;
1) SEPERATION- the individual is removed from his or her former status
2) TRANSITION- several activities take place that bring about the change in status
3) INCORPORATION- final phase where the individual goes back to society with his or her new status.
READING IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
ALEISTER CROWLEY (1875-1947); A powerful magician, poet, prophet, and occultist (he was NOT neo- Pagan).
* Attended Trinity College in Cambridge where he became interested in the occult
* 1898 he joined the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn (he advanced quickly in the ranks of the order)

WITCHCRAFT, CHAPTER 6
         In small-scale societies; rituals usually are performed by most or all of the adult members of the community.
         the difference between religious and secular activities is not made
         However, some develop more interest and therefore more abilities to contact the supernatural (but specialists still live normally within the community and are not paid for their services)
         In larger societies; religious specialists are full-time and make a salary out of it
SHAMANS; Receives his or her powers directly from the spirit world, abilities such as healing through communication with the supernatural (spirit helpers) during altered states of consciousness
         The term shaman comes from Tungus language of Central Siberia
         Usually part-time and judged on his charisma and ability to heal
BECOMING A SHAMAN;
         Shaman’s are chosen by spirits to become a shaman. (ex; they see that a child has unusual behaviour to sacred object...)
         Often the call comes in a dream or trance (usually during a difficult time)
         You can seek a deliberate call (ask to be one)
         Period of training with an older shaman and learn how to manipulate the supernatural
THE SHAMANIC ROLE AND RITUAL;
The success of the shaman lies in his ability to contact the supernatural and control it. (control of spirit helpers and to enter altered states of consciousness)
         Diagnose and treat illness or can cause illness
         AXIS MUNDI; Three worlds (natural, humans, supernatural) linked by an axis.
         Shaman can travel between these worlds
         Gender transformation
SIBERIAN SHAMANISM;
The main role of the shaman is healing! ...the spirits give him the potential to heal but also the possibility to harm
Yakut Shamanism; influenced by Christianity because they are a subordinate culture (dominated by Russia); combination of shamanic and Christianity (revivalistic movement)
PRIESTS
         Full time religious specialists associated with formalized religious institutions. (they have religious authority)
         Usually found in more complex societies than shaman(simple technology societies)
         Responsible to perform the prescribed rituals (ex; mass)
         Perform rites of passage (ex; marriage) and rituals in the event of a disaster
         Priest’s skill= knowledge..they personify the ideal person
AZTEC PRIESTS; priests ranked very high in the society, they served as intermediaries between the people and the gods (scared that the Sun was about to end and they must provide blood to prevent it)
         Human sacrifice was carried out by the priest
NEOSHAMANISM;
Carlos Castaneda- tensegrity
TENSEGRITY;  tensional integrity- increase awareness of the energy fields that humans are made of through body movements and breathing.
Michael Harner- core shamanism
CORE SHAMANISM; shamanism that is applicable to everyone...universal methods of shamanism without a specific cultural perspective
NEOSHAMANS; focus on the positive, focused on an individual to improve the life (not like traditional shamanism who focus on the whole community)
PROPHETS
         Has a role to communicate the words and the will of the gods, God to his community and to act as an intermediary between the gods and the people.  (ex; Moses, Jesus, Mohammed)
HEALERS AND DIVINERS
Healer; focuses on curing an illness or injury (similar to US medical practitioners)
Types of healers
Herbalists; specialists in the use of plant and other material as cures
Diviner; someone who practices divination; to obtain information that are not normally knowable (ex; future, things of present but somewhere far....

CHAPTER 10- STEIN AND STEIN
Witchcraft- Definition; It is a term that defines what is wrong and immoral.
A witch is someone who brings misfortune to members of a community.
A witch wills death and destruction. The source of the evil is a supernatural power that lies within the body of the witch.
A person who behaves in an antisocial behaviour is a good target for people to start thinking she is a witch...she acts weird so she must be a witch.
Sorcerer; performs magic rituals
WHY DO SMALL-SCALE SOCIETIES BELIEVE IN WITCHCRAFT?
1) It provides an explanation for the unexplainable
2) It provides a set of cultural behaviours for dealing with misfortune
3) It serves to define morality
CHRISTIANS- CATHOLIC---- They identify witches by; people who renounced the Catholic faith and devoted themselves to the devil. They think that these ‘’witches’’ have powers because they made a pact with the devil.
IN EUROPE, Witchcraft was becoming seen as a mixture of sorcery and witchcraft....it is then that witchcraft became a crime against not only society but GOD.
***WITCHCRAZE; END OF THE MIDDLE AGES (1450)...LASTED FOR ABOUT 200 YEARS!!
READINGS FROM THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
BURNING TIMES;
* Between 12th and 18th century
* The Catholic Church developed a Catholic Inquisition in the late medieval era (it persecuted herectics, burned it’s victims but killed very few women)
* Witch hunt= occurring during the centuries following the Reformation and were conducted by secular bodies (Church started to deteriorate around 16th century due to wars... small illegitimate courts start to try people for witches and the death toll became muuuuch higher)
* Witch hunt was done in sporadic segments
* Great European Witch Hunt; 1580-1630 (15 000 executions of records founds + non found records= 40-60 000)
* The more executions took place (geographically) where central authorities had broken down
* The village cunning folk: herbal, healers, midwives and other practitioners of benign magic
* Cunning folks were almost never accused..they were always the ones accusing!
MYSTERY RELIGION;
[bookmark: _GoBack]Definition: a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth. (enhanced by traditions like; fasting, flogging, using hallucinogens..)
The term mystery religion usually applies to the religions practiced from about the fifth century B.C.E to about the fifth century C.E in the Greco-Roman world.
Practice such things as pilgrimage to Demeter and her daughter, queen of the underworld, where they purify a piglet, take hallucinogens are offered sexual pleasure in this life and the next.
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