American Government Exam Review
Congress
· Congress is the group in the House that serves it’s constituents and attempts to represent them to the best of their ability
· Constituent; a person who is represented by an elected person
· Homestyle; the technique used by a elected member to try and win the vote for people at home
· Hillstyle; actions and behaviors of the elcted member to promote policies and the member’s career aspirations
· Bicameralism; Congress being cut into 2 assembles; the House and the Senate
· Functions of Congress;
· Lawmaking; the Congress has to make laws that are binding to all, technique used here is logrolling (where members exchange support for bills)
· Representation; the trustee (a member who acts according to their conscience and the broad interests of entire society) and instructed delegate ( a member who votes on what the constituents want regardless of personal belief)
· Service to constituents; the members are expected to act as brokers between the government and the people. Casework (personal work by members for constituents) is a way to help service the community for which the member represents. They also act as an ombudsperson (someone who investigates complaints by people against agencies)
· Oversight; where Congress follows up on laws so make sure they have been enforced and are working well
· Public Education;  holding public hearings, town halls etc to get the public understanding of what issues are happening in the house
· Conflict Resolution; solving issues in the community with everyday Americans
· The powers of Congress;
· Enumerated powers; the powers that are given specifically to Congress
· Right to impose taxes, tariffs
· Borrow funds
· Regulate commerce & trade
· Procedures for naturalizing citizens
· Bankruptcies
· Army
· Postal route
· So much more, essentially, congress controls the purse of the United States
· Senate powers; advice ambassadors, consent to treaties, make lower level appointments
· Amendments to the constitution also provide other congressional powers
· Necessary and proper clause; make all laws necessary
· Checks; The veto of the president, Supreme court can state a law passed is unconstitutional,
· Difference between the House and the Senate;
· House;
· Members from local areas
· 2 year terms
· Elected by voters
· Can impeach federal officials
· 435 members
· More formal rules
· Debate is limited
· Less notice and prestige
· Partisan
· Power; originates bills for raising revenues
· Senate;
· Members from an entire state
· 6 year terms
· Elected by state officials
· Can convict federal officials
· 100 members
· Less rules
· Debate is allowed
· More attention
· More individualistic
· Has power to advise president
· Rules committee; standing committee where special rules can be debated
· Unanimous consent agreement; approved by all members
· Filibuster; the use of unlimited debate to hold off on a bill
· Unorthodox lawmaking; out of the ordinary tactics to pass legislation
· Diversity in the house;
· 74 women in House, 17 in Senate
· 42 blacks in house, 1 in senate
· 21 hispanic in house, 3 in senate
· 8 asian in house
· Congressional Elections
· Every 2 years, incumbency is a key role
· Congressional Apportionment
· Reapportionment; allocation of seats to each state after the census
· Redistricting; drawing the boundaries of congressional districts within each state
· Justiciable question; a question that may be reviewed and raised in court
· Gerrymandering; drawing of district for factional or partisan advantage
· Perks of Congress
· Franking; members can send material through the mail by their own signature
· The legislatures have permanent staff in admin, media etc
· They also have privliedges and certain immunities under the law. Except treason, felony and breach of the peace that they can be arrested for. 
· Caucuses;
· All members are apart of a caucus or two
· Committee Structure;
· Discharge petition; a bill in the house may be forced out of committee, has to be signed by 218 people
· Types of committee
· Standing committee; a permanent committee in the house or senate
· Select committee; a temporary one for a specific reason
· Joint committee; a committee with both sides of the house and senate
· Conference committee; a special committee created to reconcile difference between the 2 houses
· House rules; solves conflicts and can meet when the house is in session
· Selection of members
· Seniority system; majority party with longest term has preference over selection process
· Safe seat; a district with a legistator with 55 approval or more
· Leadership in the house
· Speaker of the house; member of the majority party, most powerful and influential member os the house, the head officer of the house
· Majority leader of the house; acts as spokesperson of the party
· Minority leader of the house; elected
· Whip; a member of congress who aids the majority or minority leader of the house
· President pro tempore; the stand in for the vice president in the Congress
· Senate majority leader; directs party stragegy
· Senate minority leader; *same as above
· How members decide
· Conservative coalition; an alliance that the southern democrats and republicans can make to oppose liberal policy
· Blue dog democrats; democrats who cross over to vote with republicans
· Earmarks; funding appropriations that are designed for a named project
· Pork; special projects that are to benefit a members district
· How a bill becomes law;
· Starts in house or senate
· Goes to the comitee
· Referred to subcommittee
· Reported by full committee
· Rules committee action
· Debates happen, votes
· Both sides conference with eachother 
· Spending in the Congress
· Executive budget; budget submitted by president to Congress
· Fiscal year; October 1-sept 30
· Spring review; the process where the budget is submitted for the next fiscal year
· Fall review; ***
· Authorization; the declaration by a committee that allows a certain amount of funding to an agency
· Appropriation; passage of a spending bill specififying the amount of authorized funds that will allocated for an agency’s use
· Budget resolutions;
· First budget resolution; passed in May, sets overall revenue and spending goals for the following fiscal year
· Second budget resolution; sets binding limits on taxes
· Continuing resolution; temporary funding law when Congress hasn’t decided budget for the next year
Questions to think of;
· Why is the Congress the most powerful branch of government?
· Do members of congress serve their constituents or the nation as a whole?
· How do members of congress decide their votes?
The President
· The president has to be a natural born citizen of the US
· The process of becoming president;
· Every 4 years, parties nominate candidates
· The president and vice president must be elected separate (12th amendment)
· Roles of the president;
· The president is the head of state is a ceremonial title (decorates war heroes, dedicates parks etc)
· Chief executive; head of the executive branch of government, signs statements when bills are passed
· President can also appoint people to different positions
· They are also the commander in chief in the army
· They are also chief diplomat in foreign affairs (executive agreement is between president and other heads of state)
· Chief legistlator; influencer of making laws..makes state of the union message where the president proposes a legistlative program)..can also veto congress decisions
· Constitutional power; the powers of the president that is in the constitution
· Statutory powers; powers through laws in Congress
· Expressed powers; expressly written in law or constitution
· The president as a party chief and superpolitician;
· Patronage; rewarding faithful members with contracts and employments
· The president has the power to persuade people with charisma
· The Washington community is a large apart of the public, and the presidents must maintain public approval
· Special parts of power
· Emergency powers during war situations
· Executive orders; a order that has effect of law from the president
· Executive privilege; the right of officials to withhold or refuse to go to a committee and refusing to state information
· Impeachment is when the house accuses the president or vice president of treason, bribery or high crimes. Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton have been impeached but never charged
· The executive organization; 
· The cabinet is an advisory group that aids the president in making decisions (kitchen cabinet is informal advice)
· The office of the president is an organization
· Chief of staff; directs white house and the president
· Policy tsa; a person who directs in a specific policy action
· Vice president;
· Strengthens the ticket, the chance of winning with someone
· They support the president in decisions
· Succeed if the president dies in power
· 25th amendment, can transfer power to vice president is the president cannot do his duties
· If the vice president is vacant, president will nominate
· If both are gone, speaker of the house become president
Questions to think of
· What roles are played by the president in government?
· How is presidential success judged?
· What are the powers of president as chief executive?
The Bureaucracy
· A bureaucracy is a large organization that is structured hierarchal to carry out specific functions
· The divisions of labour
· There are 2 different types of bureaucracy; private and public
· Private; Business bureaus (ie Apple), organized to make a profit
· Public; Government bureaus (ie Agriculture), not organized to make profit
· Models of bureaucracy are used to help one understand the functions of a bureaucracy better
· Weberian Model; by Max Weber, bureaucracies are rational, hierarchal organizations where decisions are based on logical reasoning. The power starts highest at the top and moves down. 
· Acquisitive Model; views top-level bureaucrats as always wanting to expand the size of staff and budgets to gain more power. 
· Monopolistic Model; compares bureaucracy to business firms. With no competition, it leads to expensive operations and inefficiency.
· There are also administrative agencies that are created by legislative bodies to enforce specific laws (ie. Environmental Protection Agency)
· The size of bureaucracy has gotten larger over the years, with around 2.7 million people employed by the government
· The largest employment is in local governments
· The executive branch of bureaucracy (largest) has a specific structure and a unique relationship to the president (4 types)
· Cabinet departments; the 15 departments executive has, is accountable to the president. Each department has a secretary, administration etc. The 15 departments are state, treasury, defense, justice, interior, agriculture, commerce, labour, health and human services, Homeland security, housing and urban development, education, energy, transportation and veteran affairs
· Independent Executive Agency; not a part of cabinet but still reports to the president, the president appoints the chief officials. Usually when a new agency is created, they are put into this category instead of being added to a cabinet dept. An example is the CIA.
· Independent Regulatory Agencies; outside the major depts., an agency that is in charge of making rules and regulations. The purpose of them is to regulate what the government can’t as Congress felt that they weren’t able to handle the complex policies of each dept. It is for the public interest. Sometimes, agencies are captures where the control of the policy and workers is taken over. An example of this is the Civil Aeronautics Board
· Government Corporations; a business-esque enterprise agency of government. Mainly commercial activities, but still has government involvement. An example is AMTRAK rail lines.
· There are challenges in the levels of bureaucracy, and because of the complex policy and regulations between all the levels, it can be an interesting procedure when it comes to serious issues.
· Stopping terrorism; after September 11, the Homeland Security division was created to harbour against terrorism in the USA. 
· Dealing with natural disaster; FEMA was made a lot better after the Hurricanes swept through Florida, and also because of Katrina. 
· There are 2 types of bureaucrats; political appointees and civil servants. The president can appoint these to federal bureaucracy (the jobs are in the Plum Book, the book used to identify positions)
· Political appointees; the president appoints them based on their experience, work, personal, party affiliations and intelligence. The average service is 2 years, and leaves before the president’s term is up. It is very hard to fire appointees. 
· Civil servants; the administrations, public servants of the government. 	
· The history behind civil service; Andrew Jackson in 1828 and the spoil system (where the jobs went to political friends and supporters)
· The Civil Service Act of 1883 took over the corrupt spoil system, where jobs were now competitive (which started the Civil Service Commission)
· The Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 took over (and created Office of Personal Management) where they were responsible for doing interviews, workshops, tests etc.
· There have been attempts of reform in Bureaucracy in our times. The Sunshine Act, Sunset Legislation, and Privatization
· The Sunshine Act of 1976 required all committee agencies to conduct business in a public session
· Sunset Legislation are laws that require existing programs to be reviewed regularly for their effectiveness and to be cancelled unless extended based on reviews given by others.
· Privatization  is where government service is replaced by private firms
· The various state governments are trying to get schemes to maximize productivity and popularity. There have been incentives and productivity ploys that can occur;
· Government Performance and Results Act of 1997 was used to improve efficiency in the federal workplace
· Online government activity, eliminating paperwork
· There were then specific events that happened to help out the whistleblower (someone who brought attention to the faults of the governments, similar to a lobbyist in Canada)
· There were laws that protected whistleblowers, such as the 1978 Civil Service Reform Act (mentioned above)
· Further protection happened in 1989 when the Whistleblower Protection Act because some departments encouraged whistleblowers to act in public
· Whistleblowers are sometimes given a money reward for reporting a fraud in the government
· Bureaucrats can also be politicians and policy makers. Enabling legislation is where Congress authorizes the creation of an agency, names it and creates powers for it	
· When creating rules, it has a 60 day waiting period before it can be seen again
· Sometimes rules that are created end in protest and controversy. Usually when moral rules are created such as abortion.
· Congress also has a Negotiated Rule Making Act where the rule has to go through a process of conversation and approval
· Bureaucrats in policy making;
· A technique called the iron triangle is used to their benefit. An iron triangle is an alliance between legislatures, bureaucrats and interest groups when making policy.
· Issue networks are groups of legislators, staff members, media, and scholars etc who support a policy issue on a certain issue. 
· The congress also has different ways of controlling bureaucracy, but only to a certain extent;
· The power of the purse that the Congress holds can prevent funding or limit the funding to a certain bureaucratic group is they don’t approve of it fully
· Congress holds hearings and investigations to make sure everyone is following what Congress wants, and as a result, they can force government employees to testify on their behalf
· Congress can also ask GAO and CBO to do investigations on their behalf.
· In 1996 started the Congressional Review Act which allowed Congress to display disapproval of an agency
· Why Congress can’t entirely control the bureaucracy
· Realistically, there is so much involved with bureaucracy that sometimes Congress doesn’t catch the issues with it
Questions to think of;
· Why are government bureaucracies necessary?
· What political decisions do bureaucrats make?
· Why is it difficult to manage the bureaucracy?

The Courts
· The judges that preside over the courts (in the Supreme Courts) are appointed by the president, and approved by the Senate.
· The judges have the power in the Supreme Court to hold a law or a legal action as unconstitutional
· There are many sources that are used in the Supreme Court System; 
· Common law; decisions that are applied to similar situations becoming common
· Precedent; court reference to another case
· Stare Decisis; the standing on decided cases, judicial policy of following precedent
· Constitutions; the US constitution is the supreme law
· Statutes; federal and state
· Case law; judicial interpretations of common-law principles and doctrines
· Judicial review; determing whether a law is contrary to the constitution, sometimes this is an issue of too much power or just right
· The federal court system is made up of 52 court systems (article 3, section 1)
· Before a case can be brought to the federal court, the following must apply;
· Jurisdiction; the authority that the court has to decide certain cases
· Federal question; a question that has to do with Constitution, Congress or treaties and provides basis for a federal jurisdiction
· Diversity of Citizenship; the condition where the people involved are from different states
· The different types of courts (3 tiered model)
· US District Court; trial courts (where most trials begin) are courts of general jurisdiction (hearing cases on an array of issues), but can also have limited jurisdiction (where they can only hear certain types of cases like tax fraud). Sometimes the other courts above the district courts will become appellate courts (where the case is seen by someone originally in a lower court)
· US Court of Appeals; there are 13 appeals courts in the US, and better known as an appellate court where lower courts decisions can be re-examined
· The Supreme Court; highest level of court, mainly hears appeals if the case is serious enough
· There are some special courts for different reasons;
· FISA Court; Federal Intelligence Survey Act (1978) was for the trial and warrant of suspected spies
· Alien Courts; courts for the deportation of suspected terrorists (after September 11)
· Lawsuit terms
· Litigate; to engage in legal proceeding
· Class action suit; seeking damages for all similarly affected
· What cases go to the Supreme Court;
· Depending in the factors that bear on the decision
· When the legal question  has been decided differently by each court level
· When the solicitor general is pressuring the court to take the case
· Granting petitions for review of a case (the rule of 4 where 4 justices have to approve for the review of a case) and a writ of centiori (an order from a higher court to a lower court)
· The Supreme Court usually doesn`t hear evidence but oral arguments from the parties
· Deciding terms; 
· The opinion of the case is written by a judge with their evidence and reasoning behind why they decided what on a case
· Affirm; court ruling is valid
· Reverse; ruling is void
· Remand; to send a case back to the court
· Unanimous opinion; all judges agree
· Majority opinion; most of the judges agree
· Concurring opinion; a separate opinion of a judge that agrees with another
· Dissenting opinion; a separate opinion disagreeing
· Judicial appointments are done by the president
· Senatorial courtesy; federal district court can allow a senator to veto a judicial nomination
· Judges can be nominated then appointed
· The Supreme Court only has judges that are appointed by the president
· The chief justice is the head of the lawmaking body of the judicial area
· The appointments can be done based on partisanship of the president
· The senate also plays a part in the nominations, as they can disapprove of them
· Judicial policy making
· The court has the power to decide if a law is unconstitutional (such as Prop 8 in California)
· Judicial activism (the checks); the court should take a role with its powers by checking the activities of the government bodies when they exceed authority, the Warren Court
· Judicial restraint; the court can defer decisions made by elected representatives and executive branches
· Judicial philosophies
· Strict construction; literal interpretation of the constitution
· Broad construction; broad interpretation
· Rehnquist court became Conservative, as such with Roberts
· The different types of  ``checks`of the court;
· Judicial implantation; how decisions are translated into action
· Executive checks; the President can check whether action is being done
· Legislative checks;
· Constitutional amendments
· Rewriting laws
· Sometimes the justices are swayed by public opinion
· Traditions and doctrines
· Hypothetical and political questions; an issue that the court believes should be decided at the executive or legislative branch
· The impact of the lower courts; they can check the higher courts
Questions to think of;
· Why are appointed judges so powerful in a democracy?
· Should the Supreme Court make law?
· Why are judicial appointments so controversial?

Foreign Policy (from page 642)
· Responses to the war on terror;
· Military response; the first attempt at overthrowing Al Qaeda and the Taliban were in 1996, and until 2008 realised that they were gaining power in the mountain areas of the country
· Bush started the new defense strategy of “pre-emptive war”, the concept that self defense is anticipary
· The Iraq Wars were the result of the regime of Saddam Hussein since the 1990’s.
· Persian Gulf War; January 17 1991 at the request of the king of Saudi Arabia, troops set up a defense line at the border of Kuwait. Iraq did a cease fire and agreed to follow UN rules
· The Iraq War; Bush called for “changes” in Iraq in 2002 & 2003 
· Occupied Iraq; made up of 3 groups; the Kurdish, the Arab Shiites and Arab Sunnis. Kurds were happy about the invasion, and as were the Shiites.
· In the end, the commander of war was fired in 2010, and a new General took over
· Nuclear weapons and the United States;
· The US and Soviet Union have a large amount of weapons together, and after the 1991 dissolving of the Soviet Union, they dismantled some of the nuclear weapons
· With Iran becoming a nuclear superhero, the US, EU and UN have attempted to try and make sure they did not become a nuclear power
· The United States and regional conflict during the 1990`s and 2000`s
· Cuba; relationships with Cuba are important in Florida, the large Cuban population lives there. Also, tensions have happened in Cuba since Castro`s brother took over leadership position
· Israel and the Palestinians; The US has been a supporter of Israel with the Gaza and West Bank conflicts. The US has continued to pressure Israel into peace talks with the state of Palestine
· The collapse of the peace; because of Palestinian radicals rejecting any form of peace in 2000, many fallouts has happened and violent conflicts have occurred. 
· War and AIDS in Africa; the US has worked with the UN to help stop conflict in Africa and to provide help with these with AIDS and HIV. Bush put an aid package to Africa that stemmed over 5 years to help them. Well known conflicts include Rwanda and Darfur.
· Who makes foreign policy;
· The Constitution gives the following powers to the president
· War powers; Art 2, Section 2 states that the president is the commander in chief of the army
· Treaties and executive agreements; Art 2 , Section 2 gives the president the power to make treaties
· With the same art and section, the president can also appoint ambassadors, public ministers and consuls
· Techniques of power that the president has;
· The president has access to all the information that is produced, and most commonly accessed by him are the CIA, State dept, and Defense.
· The charismatic authority that they have can also sway public opinion on certain foreign decisions (ie, it was okay to invade Iraq even when not declared because they had to “save” people)
· Other sources of foreign policy making;
· Department of State; the executive agency with the primary power over foreign affairs. Even though they are small with only 320000 employees, they have power and monitor relations with over 200 countries. The dept also has a term called negative constituents; which are people who oppose government policy. The US however tries to do what is right for the country.
· National Security Council; the purpose of them is to advise the President on integrations of domestic, foreign and military policies in regards to national security. 
· The Intelligence Community; government agencies that gather info about intentions of foreign governments. These include CIA, NSA etc
· The Intelligence Community can carry about covert actions (secret actions) to find out actions of foreign governments. 
· Critiques of the IC; in 2001, one of the agents was a spy for another foreign power, failure to detect missiles in the Middle East, and the biggest one; failure to obtain knowledge of September 11th attacks
· The Dept. Of Defense; created in 1947 to bring all the military activities in the states under one agency and jurisdiction
· Congress can veto certain statements that the president has in regards to foreign policy; aid to certain military groups, aid in general etc.
· They do have limits though; during elections, the biggest ploy is using the anti-war campaign but there is only a certain extent that Congress can advocate for it.
· Domestic sources of foreign policy; besides the president, there are other sources where foreign policy can be influenced
· The elite and mass opinion of individual plays a large part in foreign policy. By using public ways to get the attentive public’s attention, a lot can be done to spreading the word about a certain policy issue
· The military-industrial complex is the relationship between the armed forced and defense contractors
Questions to think of;
· What should be the goals of foreign policy?
· Can nuclear weapons be eliminated from the world?
· Who created foreign policy; president, bureaucracy or Congress?

