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Bryman Chapter 1: General Research Orientations
We have many choices to make on how we want to do our research. We ask ourselves “where does information come from? What are the sources we can use?”
Where information comes from:
· Research in a library (Secondary sources)
· Research in real world (Primary research data)
Why do we do research?
· To understand pressing social problems
· To get more accurate answers
· To explore personal experience
· To gather information to create social theory
· To assess adequacy of particular social theory
What is a theory?
· An explanation of observed regularities or patterns
· An effort to make sense of it all
· Example: Clinical data on how mental illnesses present themselves and what those illnesses are
Components of a theory
· Statements or propositions
· Example: Schizophrenia is more common among the working class
· Example: More men than women are alcoholics
· Definitions, specify key terms
· i.e. How do you define ‘alcoholism’, how do you define ‘working class’, how do you define ‘schizophrenia’ as the definition has changed many times over the years
· Statements of theories connect variables to one another
· i.e. schizophrenia’s relationship to working class
· Descriptions of phenomena of interaction
· Relational statements connection variables
· Can be deterministic or probabilistic
· Deterministic: All men are alcoholics (all cases determined by theory)
· Probabilistic: Men are more likely to be alcoholics (Not overturned by negative cases i.e. if you find female alcoholics)
Variables
· That which varies, has more than one conditions
· i.e. Gender
· i.e. being an alcoholic (degrees of or types of)
Types of theories
	Middle-range
· Limited scope, doesn’t claim to explain everything, only some things
· Explains a particular set of circumstance or behaviours or practices
· Can be tested directly
· Ex. Durkheim’s theory of suicide: people are more likely to commit suicide if they lack social interaction or are in a state of anomy
· Ex. Divorced men are more likely to suffer from the loss of social relationships over divorced women,
Grand-range
· Very general and abstract
· Cannot be tested directly
· Ex. Feminism, structural functionalism, standpoint theory
Should research be theory driven or not?
· Some deplore absence of theory
· Possible id done for particular purpose
· Not just a lack of knowledge
· Anthropologists often research without theory, will do research for the sake of describing things
How do we get from facts to theory?
· Deductive approaches
· Begins with theory of explanation for something, then goes out into the world and tests it
· Theory  Hypothesis  Data Collection  Findings  Hypothesis Confirmed or rejected  Revision of theory
· Theory  Observations/Findings
For literature Review:
	Kumar chapter 3 (course pack)
Bryman chapter 18 (page 325-327, box on 328), chapter 17, bibliography p 319-320
Don’t go over 4 pages, you lose marks
Peer reviewed literature only, peer reviewed journal articles or literature, no websites
Analyse articles:
What kind of research, what is addressed, what isn’t etc.
· Abstract
· First section
· Short summary
· 250 words summarizes research
· What is being studied and why
· A brief description of procedures
· Explanation of major results
· Significance of results in larger context
· Information
· Second section
· Background info on which research is based
· State the problem
· Tentative hypothesis and answer
· Literature review on a few studies done on the topic in the past
· Why the research is important
· Methods
· Describes exactly how procedures were performed in the study to ensure it can be recreated
· Observational: involve observation of ongoing behaviour
· True experiments: one done in highly controlled environment such as lab, office, classroom, experiment done on controlled group
· Quasi-experiments: subject not randomly assigned due to ethical or practical issues, there is a type of manipulation
· Results
· Follows method section
· Includes data collected and analyzed
· Brief and concise
· Tables, graphs, charts
· To show quantitatively whether hypothesis was correct or not
· Discussion
· Explain results
· Acknowledgements
· Authors thanks financial, academic, moral supporters throughout study
· Literature cited
· Obvy




Why do we do a literature review?
	Existing literature can identify what is already known on the topic;
· Relevant concepts and theories
· Appropriate research methods
· Controversies surrounding the topics
· Inconsistencies in findings
· Unanswered research questions
· Gives theoretical background to your study
Reference coursepack Collier “is that paper…” for example of qualitative article
What to choose?
· Scholarly peer-reviewed vs popular, internet
· Use peer-reviewed only





· Inductive approaches
· Begins by gathering or examining data or a set of facts, and then tries to derive a theory or explanation from the data (from this you may or may not come up with a theory)
· Observations/Findings  Theory
· Sometimes inductive research is iterative
· Research goes back and forth from data to theory or explanation to data to explanation and so on and so forth
· Problem: Sometimes leads only to empirical generalization in other words, the theory you come up with explains just what you observed, and may not have predictive value, may only apply to that particular set of observations etc.
· Process is sometimes called “grounded theory”
What are influences on doing research?
· External politics
· Political factors and biases i.e. who’s doing the funding, what organization it is etc.
· Research is often swayed and funded based on the governing political bodies
· Funding
· Quasi-governmental committees who decide what research gets funded
· Also private organizations where funding is decided based on donations or private boards of executives
· Gatekeepers
· Who controls access to organizations or people?
· I.e. School principals giving access to students for research
· Can prevent research, what is asked, etc.
· Facilitates, prevents, and controls access
· Other political factors
· Researchers who ‘take sides’ based on own political biases
· Funding: who gets it and the strings attached based on that
· Sometimes funders want research rewritten, sometimes want their ideas added in etc.
Epistemology and Ontology
· What are ways of knowing and understanding the world?
· How do we acquire knowledge?
· What do we regard evidence?




What are broad streams of thought about epistemology?
· Positivsm
· Goes back to the 1700s
· A deductive approach (hypothesis testing) can be used to acquire knowledge
· In some instances induction may provide knowledge or generalizations or laws
· Social scientists should use the same methods of inquiry that are used in the natural sciences
· Empiricism: Knowledge must be based on information gathered through senses
· Inter-subjectivity (agreement between observers) should be possible
· Relies on scientific statements, not normative statements. (Normative statements make value-laden or moral judgements. Scientific do not.)
· Interpretivism
· The natural observation approach is very limited in its ability to produce social knowledge
· Researchers should use inductive methods to try to grasp the subjective meanings of people’s actions
· Actions should be viewed from the point of view of the social actors, i.e., the people studied
· Researchers should develop an empathetic understanding of the people studied, sometimes referred to in German as verstehen (Weber)
· Example: Symbolic interaction
Ontological Positions
· Objectivist
· Social phenomena have a reality independent of our perceptions
· Assumption/bias in research toward formal properties of social groups or interactions
· Example: What are different social classes and their characteristics
· Social reality is fixed; we have little or no control over it
· Constructionist (‘hard’)
· What passes for reality is merely a set of mental constructions
· Assumption/bias in research toward the changing nature of social organization
· Example: rules are not fixed, but being re-negotiated all the time
· We create our social worlds through our actions, in particular through negotiation
· Constructionist (‘soft’)
· There is an objective social reality
· However, many of our ideas and perceptions are false because they have been constructed to justify some form of domination rather than the objective social reality
· We create our social worlds through our actions, in particular through negotiation
Some researchers say that the goal of research should not just be to describe the world but to also change it. (Marxists and feminists in particular believe this)
Orientations
	Quantitative
· Uses numbers and statistics in the collection and analysis of data
Qualitative
· Uses many words and other non-numeric symbols in the collection and analysis of data
How to Review Literature
· The literature review should be critical as well as descriptive
· Review the methods used by authors
· What theories/authors influence this author
· What is the relation of one article to another
· Identify major reference sources and work outwards to lesser ones


DO NOT DO YOUR ASSIGNMENT ON SAME MATERIALS COVERED IN CLASS AND COVERED BY KUMAR
· Ch3 and 4
· Alcohol
· Domestic violence
[bookmark: _GoBack]Steps of Doing Research
· Find topic that is interesting and manageable
· I.e. data exists or can be found
· Keep it realistic
· Need to know subject area and what is possible in research methodology
Sources of Research Problems
· Study population
· What kind of people am I interested in
· Subject areas
· Problems
· Programs
· Phenomena
Steps in Formulating a Problem
· Identify the topic
· Dissect into subareas
· Select one or eliminate ones that don’t interest you
· i.e. domestic violence
· the families
· victims
· perpetrators
· reasons
· types
· impact
· etc.
· Raise research questions
· As many as possible
· Record somewhere and keep them
· Then select one
· Research objectives
· Your goals, purposes
· Explore, demonstrate record, prove
· Assess objectives
· Realistic or naw
· Double check everything
· With everything in front of you, is this really what you want to do?

Key terms
· Theory
· Research question
· Field Work
· Participant Observation
· Natural Experiment
