Witchcraft 1110B- Stein & Stein Notes 
Chapter 1
Anthropology- The study of humanity; Anthropologist study human societies as integrated wholes
Holism- This approach is seen in the broad scope of anthropology, which is often divided into the field of physical, archaeology, linguistics and cultural anthropology 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participant observation- The approach that requires that societies be studied over long periods of time, during which the investigator lives within the community and participates in the lives of the people under study
Ethnography- A descriptive study of a human society 
Ethic perspective- The study of a society using concepts that were developed outside of the culture
Ethnocentrism- Using one’s own culture as the basis for interpreting and judging other cultures
Emic perspective- The study of a society through the eyes of the people being studied 
Cultural relativism- Attempting to analyze and understanding cultures other than one’s own without judging them in terms of one’s own culture
Culture- Is that complex whole, includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, laws, customs, and many other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member society 
· Culture includes all aspects of human experiences that are passed down from generation to generation
· Culture gives meaning to reality 
Religion
· Analytical definition- Focuses on the way in which religion manifests itself, or is expressed in a culture
· Functional definition- Concerned with the role that religion plays on societies
· Essentialist definition- Looks at what the essential nature of religion is the domain of the extraordinary 
· Our definition- Looks at religion as a set of cultural beliefs and practices that usually includes a basic set of characteristics and draws on elements of all three of these approaches 
Theoretical Approaches to the Study of Religion 
· The Evolutionary approach- Developed in the 1800s, focuses on the questions if when and how religions began and how they evolved from the simple to the complex. This evolution was seen as a natural consequence of human nature, and the religions of “primitive” peoples were remnants of an earlier evolutionary stage
· The Marxist approach- Based on the writings of Karl Marx, who saw religion as being a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from the miseries of their lives. He felt that religion was a way to get people to follow capitalism and also a means of compensation
· The Functional approach- Asks “what does religion do?” for society 
· The Interpretive approach- Associated with Clifford Geetrz who believed that religion was a cluster of symbols to help explain human existence
· The Physiological approach- Concerned with the relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and the individual 
Chapter 2
Worldview- The way a society perceives and interprets its reality
· Provides an understanding of how the world works; it forms the template for though and behaviour; and it provides a basic understanding of the origins of nature of humankind and its relationship to the world
Myths- Sacred stories that tell of the origin of the world and humankind, the existence and activities of gods and spirits, the origin of human traditions, and the nature of illness and death. 
· They tell how to behave and how to distinguish good from evil and can be thought to recount real historical events that took place and often the basis of religious beliefs and practices 
· They can be both written or oral. Written tends to be very stable through time and changes that do occur are usually deliberate changes that are the consequence of translation or scholarly discourse about the meaning of words/ passages. 
· Oral texts are recited, and this recitation often has the characteristics of performance. One of the consequences of oral transmissions is that they are often changed from generation
Functional analysis- Sees myths as forces that help to maintain the society
Structural analysis-  Focuses on the underlying structure of myths
Psychoanalytic approach- Sees myths as symbolically expressing unconscious wishes
Origin myths- provide answers to questions: Who are we? Why are we here? What is our relationship to the world? These stories play important role in laying out the culture’s worldview
Birth metaphor- In which the world is born from a god or goddess or by creation out of chaos, darkness, or void 
Apocalyptic myths- Tells us of the past or future destruction of the world
Tricksters- Part human and part animal, they are adventurers, seekers of sexual pleasures, lazy, dishonest, etc. Yet are responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements, often as a by-product of some other activity
Hero myths- Stories about culture heroes who, through knowledge and mastery of certain skills, are able to bring about marvelous results 
Chapter 4
Religious ritual- A standardized, repetitive sequence of activities that involves the manipulation of religious symbols such as prayers, offerings, and readings of sacred literature
· They are often based on sanction myths that articulate the underlying worldview of a culture 
Prescriptive ritual- Rituals that required to be preformed by some religious authority
Situational ritual- Rituals that are preformed because of a particular need of an individual or a community 
Periodic ritual- Rituals that are preformed as part of a religious calendar 
Occasional ritual- Rituals that are preformed when particular needs arise 
Technological ritual- Rituals that attempt to influence or control nature
Protective ritual- Rituals that attempt to protect an individual 
Divination ritual- Rituals that is used for the purpose of divination 
Therapy ritual- Rituals that are used for healing
Anti-therapy ritual- Rituals that are used to bring about illness
Ideological ritual- Rituals that are used to maintain order within society 
Rites of Passage- Marks an individual’s movement from one status to another 
· Includes birth, coming of age, marriage, etc
3 Phases Within Rites of Passage
1. Separation
2. Transition 
3. Incorporation 
Tabu- Things that are separated from society and are often considered to be sacred 
Chapter 6
Shaman- Receives his or her power from a power directly from the spirit world and acquires the ability to do sacred things through personal communication with the supernatural. Part-time independent contractors whose authority lies in their charisma and ability to heal
Siberian Shaman- One who works with a spirit familiar or animal soul that helps the Shaman in his or her work of dispelling a disease-causing spirit or retrieving a lost soul 
Priest- A fulltime religious specialist who is associated with formalized religious institutions and tend to be found in more complex food-producing societies
· Acts as a representative of the community to the deity or deities and is responsible for the performance of prescribed rituals
· The skills of a priest are based on the learning of ritual knowledge and sacred narratives 
Priestly ritual- Rituals that usually take place in space that is set aside for ceremonial activities, such as a temple or a shrine
Prophet- Used to communicate words and the will of gods to the community and acts as an intermediary between the people and the gods 
Other religious specialist includes: herbalist, diviners, and prophets 
Chapter 7
Magic- Refers to activities by which a person can compel the supernatural to behave a certain way. A key component of magical acts is using words that are spoken or the spell and objects that are manipulated in set ways
Magical ritual- Usually can be preformed only at special places and at special times. The performer must often observe certain restrictions such as abstention from sexual intercourse or certain foods
Magician- Is usually a worker in the kind of magic that is on whole public and good
Sorcerer- Usually deals in the matters that are evil and antisocial 
Frazer’s Law of Sympathy- States that magic depends the apparent association or agreement between things
Two Parts of Frazer’s Law of Sympathy
Law of Similarity- States that things that are alike are the same
· Linked with homeopathic or imitative magic
Law of Contagion- States that things that were once in contact continue to be connected after the connection is severed
· Linked with continuous magic
Magic never fails, if it does it is because of the magician not the magic itself
Divination- Supernatural techniques that are used for obtaining information about things unknown, including events that will occur in the future 
Chapter 9 
Spirits- Less powerful than gods, but are more localized, and are frequently collections of non individualized supernatural beings that are not given specific names and identities (ie leprechauns) 
· Lives in the human world and includes guardian spirits, ancestral spirits, etc 
· Usually provide luck, success, etc but are often blamed for minor mishaps 
· Can be natural or human made objects 
Gods- More powerful than spirits. They control major forces of nature, they are anthropomorphic with names, origins, and specific attributes
Chapter 10
Idea of Witchcraft- An evil force bringing misfortune to members of a community is found in a great number of societies throughout the world. Unlike sorcerers who perform magic rituals to achieve goals, witches simply will death and destruction for the source of evil is within them
3 Functions of Witchcraft
1. It provides an explanation for the unexplainable 
2. It provides a set of cultural behaviours for dealing with misfortune 
3. It serves to define morality 

The Encyclopedia Readings
The Goddess- Can also be known as great goddess, or great mother
· The main focus for neo-pagans, wiccans, and dianics
· The Goddess is understood as the Earth mother (Devotees= sGaia Ancient Greek Earth Goddess) 
· Starhawk (Feminist witch) says: A Goddess does not rule the world, she is the world. The Goddess is in the world, and she can also be human or nature. She is the oldest and wisest and most worshipped Gods. Belongs in the Stone Age and Neolithic Age
· Goddess culture as developed in Eastern/ Southern Europe it meant sedentary, peaceful, art-loving, Earth and sea bound, the goddess took and renewed life. Goddess culture was broken in 4000BCE due to the invasion from the North
· The Goddess is a ‘triple goddess’ 
1. She is a waning moon (wise woman) 
2. She is a full moon (nurturing, and motherly) 
3. She is the waxing moon (adolescent and maiden)  
The Reconstruction of Celtic Spirituality in Europe
· At first neo-pagan groups were viewed as imaginative reaction against materialism or Christianity that was created as a continuation of old beliefs. However, in the European perspective they are viewed as continuation of native traditions similar to North American groups that are open to all races. To Europe pagan traditions died years ago and to use them again would be to have to put in conscious effort. 
· Modern pagans lived intelligently with nature
· Europe has many pagan temples/ shrines and statues dedicated to this group (ie The Coliseum in Rome) 
· Traditions of the pagans include decorating scares trees with ribbons, worshipping/ honouring martyrs and respecting goddess Brigid in Christian forms
The Ritual Year
As people and cultures changed they still celebrated the changing year, the year was depended on where you lived
Esbat- Ordinarily working circle of a coven. Its a timed phase in accordance with the moon. Farmers look forward to attending the waning & waxing phases of the moon to guide them in planting & gelding. The waning/waxing is believed to have great influence on magical working.
· The Esbats are the time for magical work that grows in the waxing moon and diminishes in the waning moon. After an ordinarily circle is created and the gods/goddesses are invoked, the coven members use a circle dance or chant to raise a Cone of Power that the leader will do to release a spell for a job hunt or a successful pregnancy, or safe passage of a deceased person
Sabbat- Witches’ covens gather and celebrate one of the major season rituals or all eight of the festivals known as the Wheel of the Year. A circle is casted and gods/goddesses are invoked or embodied in a person or leader. A seasonal activity takes place a mystery play to enact the theology of the season  
Midwinter/ Yule- Best known celebrations and most elaborately celebrated due to the adoption in the early 4th century of Dec. 25th (Jesus’ bday) 
· Yule & New Years are seasons for divination because it’s a time of great change, customs. A Yule tree also signifies the World Tree which unites to the Otherworld. In Pagan practices, the season is celebrated with the belief of local groups, where two gods a summer & winter king are recognized
Brigid/ Candlemas/ Imbolg- On February 2nd this is a cross quarter day marked between winter solstice and vernal equinox, meaning the days are visible longer and quickening of a new season
· Rome feels that February is a month of cleaning/ purifying
· Feb 2nd is St. Brigid’s Day- The purifying of Virgin Mary by making a 40-day ritual period after the birth of the child and the church festival of Candlemas. Candles are used to bless the coming of the new year. Imbolg was a time when firm lambs are born, the first milk comes from ewes but not the time to plant. Its an in between time where fertility is initiated
Beltane/ May Day- Beltane is a ritual that takes place at the beginning of summer and in the Celtic calendar one of the two New Year’s Days. New Years is also a time when veil between the worlds grew thin and spirits being entered the normal world. A time for witchcraft and faery folk. May Day rituals are the procession of hobby horses, seven clowns and cross-dressed man-woman. It takes place in Padsow, England. he 'oss’ is worn by man and is made on a wooden wheel covered with oilskin with a wooden clapper for a head and shaggy rope or hair tail. He is guided by a teaser
Midsummer/ Litha- Occurs around June 21st. It is the oldest recorded midsummer rituals from France in the 4th century. It is described as a rolling of a flaming wheel down a hill and midsummer rolling wheels of fire are recorded throughout the Middle Ages
Lammas/ Lughnassad- Its held on August 1st, celebrating the first harvest. Festival was named after Celtic sun or tribal god Lugh, who initiated the holiday as funeral games for his foster mother. Lugh was an important god in Ireland & parts of the British Isle. The Christianized name Lammas or Loaf Mass refers to special breads that are offered in church
Harvest/ Mabon- Sept 21st marks the grain harvest for most of Europe. September is known as the 'Holy Month’.  The importance of this ceremony is the twin blessing of bread & beer that cannot be underestimated. This was the source of food and drink, the stapes for rural populations
Samhain/ Halloween/ All Hallow’s Eve- November 1st, evening of October 31st maintains many pagan characteristics and rituals. Samhain marks the 2nd of the two Celtic New Years, Samonios, the dark half of the Year. A time where the veil between the worlds has grown thinnest and faery folk and ghosts walk among the living. It is a Witch Holiday and intrusion of Otherworld brings knowledge through divination and ghosts of the dead
Divination- Divination refers to a wide variety of different methods aimed at determining the will of the gods or the goddesses. It’s the art of seeing the future or disclosing hidden meanings of present or past events and is one of the oldest magical skills used by humans.
Divination can be performed with or without aids
Astrology- Science of the stars- 12 zodiac signs that relates to personality and use of astrology for divinatory purposes
Geomancy- Refers to different kinds of divination- first an earth magic, second numerological system. Modern geomancy is a theory of scared places that is considered to be power centers and the energy lines that connect to such places, which are called 'ley lines’. Originally, geomancy was a divination technique involving random casting of sand and interpretation of the patterns created according to a given chart
Palmistry- Palmistry aka Chiromancy refers to the art of divination based on palm reading. Its closely associated to astrology. Each zodiac signs corresponds to a particular digit and various parts of the palm are named after planets. A palmist can read a person’s character through the shape, size of hand and digits
Scrying- Refers to any kind of divination in which the seer looks into an object in order to see hidden knowledge. It can be done in water, in a black or silver bowl, or in a cauldron. Some claim they see pictures, like looking at a movie, while other say the object helps them clear their minds of conscious thought and allow unconscious thoughts or knowledge of higher planes to drift through
Runes- Refers to the alphabets devised in Northern Europe made by the Nordic people
Tarot- Medieval deck of cards from which modern playing cards are thought to have evolved. They constitute the basis of a divinatory method that is especially popular among contemporary neo-pagans. Deck has 2 parts:4 suits of fourteen cards called Minor Arcana and 22 other cards called Major Arcana
Kabbalah- System of a secretive philosophy developed by Jewish mystics in the 12th century, but may its roots in Babylonian magic. Its based on a concept drawing called Tree of Life, a cosmological model composed of ten sepherah or positions which represent various manifestations of life. Tree has spots on its branches from Crown at the top, through various qualities such as strength and mercy to the Ground at the base and describes the infusion of divinity in all things
Burning times- Many pagans believed the burning times was an actual historic period between the 12th and 18th centuries. Thinking that the witch hunts were a systematic effort on the part of the Catholic Churches to eradicate the reaming vistages of Pagan Goddess religion and its vernation of the land. Others assume that a wave of misogynist came through Europe to frighten, intimidate and disempower women. Minority of Pagans believe the witch hunts were an actual women’s Holocaust that witches were tortured and burned
Mystery Religions- Mystery religion is secret religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth. The rituals are enhanced by rigorous trials such as fasting, Bogging, surprise on beholding scared objects, or the use of entheogens that cause a shift in an initiates state of consciousness. Such religions include mysterious life and death. The most famous one was of Eleusinian Mysteries.  They enacted the myth of two Goddesses, Demeter (grain goddess) and Persephone (her daughter) who became the queen after she was abducted by Hades. What the mysteries signifies the inclusion of emotion and devotion. Wiccans such as Gardnerian and Alexandrians believe to be heirs to the ancient mystery religions 
Left and Right Hand Paths
Right hand path is associated to altruism, healing magic, ascetic and goodness.
Left-hand path is associated with selfishness, cursing, hedonism, and evil.
Main difference between the two is the attitude toward social norms and the locus of divine. Right hand emphasizes changing social norms. Left hand involve inversion of ideas and practices common to the culture that takes place
Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca 
Philosophical Concepts
Reincarnation and Karma- the purpose of reincarnation was to 'learn’ certain lessons such as repaying a debt to another soul. It ties towards introducing the Hindu concept that is called Larma. Larma which is the 'point’ system in the ongoing 'game of learning’
Levels of Reality- Taking the position that there are multiple spiritual worlds, each with its own natural lawas & inhabitants. Vivid symbol system is the Kabbalah concept and Alchemy. This means the individual soul is transmuted from 'base’ material into gold
Magic- Simplistic formulas for certain results. High magic associated with educated and wealth and low magic associated with commoners.
Immanence of Deity- derives from protestant concept of the priesthood of all believers and the general Gnostic concept of the individual soul being an embodiment of God.
Discarnate Teachers- concept is old in the west on the basis of guru or incarnate teacher. It’s a special magical language, Enochian language from a spiritual source
Symbols Systems
Britano-Celtic Mythography- Two primary sources were Margaret Murray and Charles Leland’s. It’s a mythographic system for Alexandrian & Gardnerian groups and many other derivatives.
Alchemy- Central, high magical traditions. It’s a psychological process operating within the symbolic structure.
Western mystery Tradition- A collection of symbolic technologies deriving from the Golden Dawn by Dion torture. What they have produced are portable technologies than systems of belief
Coven Structures- Derives from Britano-Celtic mythography and structure of Masonic lodges. Point-by point comparison of classic coven structure show similarities between rituals.
Circle Structures- Derived from Masonic structure. Circle casting are apparent in most western magical systems and are scared that is created by most human groups
Order of the Temple of the Orient- OTO described as being heirs to the wisdom and knowledge of Rosicrucian. Its concerned with opening gateways and making contacts with entities 'Outside of normal time and space (through ecstatic sexual magic) 
Thelma- It is a Law called: Do as Thou Wilt Shall 1e the Whole of the Law. Its referred to as the Law of Thelma. It is a Greek word for 'will’. Number 93; is neurologically identical to the Greek word Thelma. It is a left-hand path with aspects of inverted and heretical Christianity
Healers: Traditional Knowledge New Applications
Shamanism- Shaman term borrowed from Tungus speaking people. The term shamanism is then to shamans what religion is to priesthood. It could be interpreted as religious practices or an ecstatic religion applying it to any spiritual or artistic practice founded on an individual quest.
Neo-Shamans- It distinguishes western forms from those in indigenous communities, where modern, urban and contemporary mat not. It embraces diversity and difference than generalities and metanarrative, freedom of expression and diversity of practitioners who respond with exasperation to ethnographic labels. The 'neo’ avoid pinning down a variety of practices to a fixed and name type, 'ism (does not indicate an 'organized’ system)
AFTER MIDTERM

Stein & Stein notes
Chapter 3
Symbol- Something that stands for something else. They enable us to talk about things that are not immediately in front of us and to create our own realities. They are important elements in religious practices. 
· Language is symbolic in nature because various speech sounds are used to create combinations that have meanings
· Time and space are also treated as symbolically. Many units od time, such as our week and the several cycles of Mayan time, are arbitrary and provide time with deep meaning. Calendar systems exist as a way of symbolically periodic rituals
· Space is filled with symbolic meaning, especially when mythology events are seen as occurring on the landscape. Such a scared landscape is a part of the totemic system found among the Australians Aborigines
· Music and dance are symbolic and also are important elements of religious rituals. Musical elements suggest emotions and have symbolic meanings. Dance, movement, costume, masks, and props and sets is often used to tell religious stories in societies where they are not written
Chapter 5
An altered state of consciousness is any mental state that differs from a normal mental state. Such states are characterized by a number of psychological experiences, such as alterations in patterns of thinking. 
· A person can enter ASC in many ways including reduction of external stimulation, increased alertness or decreased alertness, pain or alterations in body chemistry such as those that accompany fasting and sleep deprivation.
· Can also be brought on by drugs and chemical agents (tobacco, coffee, alcohol, pot, peyote, etc. However, the use of these substances in religious practices is strongly influenced by cultural expectations   
Chapter 8 
Spirits- the belief of an entity residing within a person appears to have grown out of observation of sleep, coma, and death
· A soul is the non-corporeal, spiritual component of an individual. Usually, each individual possesses a soul that takes on the personality of the individual and has an existence after death. During life the soul many leave the body, dreams are seen as adventures of the soul
· Funeral rituals may assist the soul on its journey to the land of the dead and serve to protect the living from any negative influences of the soul. Sometimes a soul returns and animates another individual, a concept termed reincarnation
· One possible fate for a soul is that it becomes part of the group of supernatural beings known as ancestors 
· Ghosts are negative forces that remain in the vicinity of the community after death. They can bring about illness and other misfortune, although their role is sometimes ambiguous
· Vampires and zombies are creatures that have no souls. Vampires are believed to be individuals who have recently died, usually before their time. Zombies are corpses that have been raised from their graves and animated 
· Death rituals or funerals are rites of passage that move the individual from the status of living person to that of ancestor or other post death status. Funerals vary among cultures in a number of ways: the form of the ritual in terms of what will happen to the individual in the afterlife, the ritual ways in which the family and community separate themselves from the dead to avoid contamination or illness
· Many cultures allow for the return of the spirits of the dead at special times of the year (Halloween an old Celtic holiday when the gates that normally separate the worlds of the living and the dead is opened and souls of those who died that past year could then move into the otherworld.)
· The early Church transformed this celebration into All Saints Day and All Souls Day on November 1st and 2nd, in Mexico is also associated with these catholic holidays. The family both living and dead gather for celebrations 
Chapter 11
· Culture chance occurs through the processes of discovery, inventions and diffusion. Acculturation refers to the situation whereby a culture is significantly changed because of exposure to the influence of a potentially and technologically dominant culture
· Syncretism in which traits from two culture fuse to form something new and yet, the same time, permit the retention of the old by subsuming the old into a new form such as Voodoo in Haiti and Santeria in Cuba
· A revitalization movement is a movement that forms in an attempt to deliberately bring about change in a society. These are frequently initiated by an individual or a small group that promises better times. We can recognize several types of revitalization movements
Nativistic movements develop in tribal societies and stress the elimination of the dominate cultures and a return to the past but with desirable elements of the dominant culture brought under the control of subordinate culture. Ie the cargo cults of New Guinea and the Ghost Dance in the US 
Revivalistic movements attempt to revive what is perceived as a past golden age, and ancient customs come to symbolize the features and legitimacy of the repressed culture. Ie wicca, and other neo-pagen movements 
Millenarian movements are based on a vision of change through an apocalyptic transformation
Messianic movements believe that a divine saviour in human form will bring about the solution to the problems that exist within the society
· Sects are still connected to the mainstream religion but is generally associated with a founder or a leader and new revelations
· Cults are used in many ways but usually in a negative sense. Many avoid the term cult and use new religious movement
· Fundamentalist groups usually protest against modernization, and secularization. They believe religion should be relevant to all aspects of society and perceive themselves to be caught up in a struggle between good and evil 
The Encyclopedia 
The Encyclopedia
Aleister Crowley: He was not a neo-pagan
Wrote Liber Legis, the book of law (love is the law, love under the will)
Became involved with the Order of the Temple of Orient
Chicago, Judy: One of the founders of the global feminist art movement
She created ‘the dinner party’ – Huge art gallery in Chicago
Point of the shows was to demonstrated that women ‘crafts’ were in fact art
Mary, Daly: Most influential and radical figure in the development of women’s theology
Her notions of matriarchy and the reestablishment of the voices of women were cutting-edge concepts that radicalized and focused the women’s movement, especially from a theological perspective
Dianics: Z Budapest was the founder of a major movement of feminist Witches often called Dianics
Dianics turn to the goddess(es) more than they do the god(s), and they are all eclectic witches.
Dianics worship is particularly attractive to gender-separatists (in this case, women who prefer to have nothing to do with men)
High percentage of lesbian participants
Based on the Goddess of the Witches from Charles Leland’s ‘aradia’
However, they do not deny the existence of God. They feel like they do not need to included a god figure.
Feminist spirituality and neo-paganism: Term coined by Z Budapest
‘Goddess spirituality’ is what it is currently called.
Womanspirit magazine: In the U.S, allowed to share ideas about the spiritual ferment occurring among women
Merlin stone: Wrote a research on ‘when god was a woman’ that illustrated the suppression of womens rites and explained the devaluation of women today
Carol Christ: She did the first Goddess Conference  and argued that using male imagery for the divine make women psychological dependent on men
Naomi Goldenberg: Coined the term theology to refer to the study of the Goddess Religion.
Budapest’s coven wrote The Feminist Book of Light and Shadows: It provided a political analysis of religion and oppression based on the kinds of ideas present in the works of Gimbutas, announced that the liberation of women had to include spiritual liberation, and gave instructions on how to do magic
The Spiritual dance by Starhawk: weaved together feminism and Wicca in a way that included men and to articulate an ethos for Goddess spirituality that was read far beyond the physical and spiritual boundaries of the U.S
MRRN: Matriarchy Reclaim and Research Network served as a link between those who desired an experiential focus and those who preferred an intellectual one that centered on research into prehistory
She became convinced that the rebirth of the Goddess and the revival of the Craft were cultural trends that deserved the attention of scholars of religious studies
She started a course called: “Witchcraft, Magic and Occult Phenomena’
Her research has always focused on a psychoanalytic understanding of religious and mythological symbols and images
Lawrence Durdin-Roberston/Olivia Roberston: Founded the Fellowship of Isis (FOI)
A place where people on different religious faith could celebrate the ‘reemergence of the religion of the Goddess’
Autonomous female divinity: Triples Goddess or Maiden, Mother and Crone
Starhawk says the the Goddess is the world rather than intervene in it
Gimbutas, Marija: Kurgan hypothesis: argued that repeated invasions of southeastern Europe by patriarchal warrior nomads eventually destroyed ‘Old Europe’
Coined the term ‘archaeomythology’
Marija Gimbutas: published work that purportedly demonstrated the existence of a Neolithic ‘Goddess Civilization’ in southeastern Europe, where humans were peaceful, egalitarian farmers and craftspeople, society was matrilineal, and worship of the Goddess was central to all aspects of life. She argued that this was destroyed by the Indo-European warriors who replaced it with male-dominated religion
McFarland Dianics: Morgan McFarland was invited by Mark Roberts to the coven
‘Dianic Witch’
Dianic: become synonym with women-only or radical-political feminist circles
All genders are welcomed
Roberts was a High Priest
Reclaiming: Baker and Starhawk called their first class ‘elements of magic’
‘The iron pentacle’ another class focused on trancework and the discovery of healing powers
The five pointing star: sex, self, passion, pride and power
**Important of Reclaiming Craft because it is considered poart of the basic approach to magic
The collective – Recliaming has always espoused a connection between spirituality and political action
‘Intensives’ became known was ‘Witch Camps’
Core classes: elements of magic, pentacle of iron and rites of passage
The roles:
1. Crows – oversee the big picture of an individual ritual
2. Snakes – view hings from the ground, the little, down to earth things
3. Dragons – guard the perimeters of circles in public outdoor spaces such as beaches
4. Gaces – act as assistant priests or priestesses – welcome/guide people
Aspecting: Drawing down the moon
Starhawk describes Reclaiming as EIEIO: ecstactic, improvisational, ensemble, inspired and organic
Starhawk and the Three selves: Young self (unconscious), Talking self (verbal and conscious expression), Deep self/ God self (divine within)
Starhawk is the primary tealogian of reclaiming tradiiton
Starhawk: One of the foremost voices of ecofeminism and research in the Goddess movement.
Alexandrian Wiccan Tradition: Most rituals are very formal and heavily indebted to western ceremonial magic. The sexuality of that female-male polarity (goddess and god) is emphasized.
Deals mostly with the division of the year between the Holly King and the Oak King
Created by Alex Sanders and his wife Maxine Sanders
*Alexandrian doesn’t refer to his last name but to an Egyptian city of Alexandria
Focus strongly on training and place more emphasis on ceremonial magic practices such as Kaballah, angelic magic and Enochians magic.
Hierarchy based on High priest/Priestess
Alexandrian wicca primarily uses the same tools and rituals as Gardnerian Wicca
Arnold Charles: Member of the Wiccan Church of Canada’s board of directors, a founding member of both Wicca communities and the Temple of the Elder Faiths
*He is best known for highly publicizing challenges around the treatment of wicca as a religion in canada
Gardner, Gerald: Best known and most fascinating figures in modern Witchcraft.
Became the founder of contemporary Wicca as a religion
*Gardern believed he was a descendant of one Grissel Gairdner, who was burned as a witch
Gardnerian: * Can be called the grandfather of almost all neo-pagan Wicca
Gardnerian is a witch who can trace his lineage matrilineally (through the lineage of a priesttessses) back to a high priestess who worked with Gardner
Views the priestess as ‘first among equals’
Take an ‘oath’
Study of magic, oaths of secrecy and the memorization of traditional scripts
Murray, Margaret Alice: She was a pioneer suffragete, speaking out publicly about women’s rights
Her theory was that witchcraft was widespread, rooted in European pre-Christian Pagan fertility cults that extended back to the Paleolithic era
Mystery religion: is a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth
Enhanced by the use of hallucinogens
They appealed to the needs of the individual that civic religion did not, addressed the mysteries of life and death, and included both emotions and devotion
Alexander, Sanders: responsible for founding the Alexandrian tradition of Wicca, now one of the modern neo-pagan witchcraft movement
Claimed to have created a magical child with the aid of a male assistant during a rite of ritual masturbation
He copied the gardnerian Book of Shadowns adding his own amendments
 alleged to have plagiarized the work of others as his own
Wiccan Church of Canada: its core membership remains in Toronto, Ontario
It runs on a modified ‘church’ model, which members refer to as ‘pagan temple structure’ and they teach and train in their own tradition, Odyssean, named after Odysseus.
It maintains a division between the Priesthood and uniniated worhshipers 
WCC provided many people with their first concrete exposure to the Craft
Church of Satan: originated from an attempt to reorganize modern occult and magical teachings around a satanic motif.
Human beings are just another animal, and so called sins that lead to physical or mental gratification
Practice selfish virtues as long as they do not harm others
Sex is considered the strongest instinct and natural
LaVey, Anton Szandor: FOUNDER OF THE CHURCH OF SATAN
Satan as a methaphor*
‘Black pope’ as nickname
Temple of Set: neo-satanic organization headed by Magistra Patty Hardy.
Practice left-handed path:
1. Antinomianism
2. Individuality.
3.Control
4. Black magic
Neo-Paganism and Psychology: Carl Jugn – analytical psychology
Archetypes: ruling powers, the gods, images of the dominant laws, and principles’
Many pagans interpret the collective conscious: links among human beings and a means by which thought can affect other human beings (basis for magic)
Unified self: goal that our psyches pursue. Our inner life is teleological.
Neo-Paganism and the New Age: New age and neo-paganism are separate movements
Paganism: subscribes to an immanent understanding of the godhead that allows- or even centralizes- the natural world as manifest sacrality
New age: descends from a competing theological perspective, namely a Gnostic/theosophical tradition that views nature as an obscuring obstacle to hidden spiritual truth
New age: Goddess imagery is present, the symbolic feminine refers more to the neglected inner self of both women and men than to a telluric, natural or cosmic identity
New age + Paganism: Both accept reincarnation
