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Witchcraft 1110B         Highlights mean they will be on the exam 
Occult- Hidden from view. Classical meaning is to be hidden from most people aside from the special few. This meaning created the negative idea that occult is a bad thing
COR- (An example of occult information) On food/ drink showing that it is a kosher product. Blessed by the Council of Orthodox Rabbis 
Magic- Visual tricks, stage entertainment, sleight of the hand/ trick of the mind
Magick- Spelling by Allister Crowley. A natural force in the world that is always present and anyone can use/ channel it. You don’t see it but you do see its effects. Much like electricity, it is just a force not good or bad it just depends on how you use it.
Witchcraft- The skills and practises of being a witch 
5 Things Unrelated to Witchcraft
1. Anthropology- The study of humans
Labelled different cultures and practises as witchcraft. This was not witches/witchdoctors but actually shamen
Shamen- Someone who masters/ guides spirits 
2. Historical- Witchcraze/ burning time (Late 1500s, early 1600s not medieval times) 
When people were accused of being a witch, being a witch caused crops rotting, animals not reproducing and you had made an agreement with the devil 
Men= warlocks 
Women= witches
3. Religionist- 20th-21st century
People using the term witch to describe their belief, but are practising Pre Christianity/ European religion 
4. Feminist/ Goddess- Feminist witchcraft or Goddess worship began with midwave feminists walking away from mainstream religions due to the lack of female figures in them. 
5. Satanist- Neo-Satanism the use of Satan as a figure to look up to
Mythology- A sacred origin of text that is believed to be true. Comes from the Greek work logos meethos. Logos meaning a clear literal meaning, and meethos meaning metaphor (ie the old testament) 
Cosmology- Fundament of any belief system. It is the core structure that everything is based upon and acts as a world view
Ie 
Fundamentalist- People who believe in core beliefs in her/his religion 
Axiology- Values/ how you live and interact with the world. Relationships/values/morals/taboos
Taboos- Actions/ activities you should never do. Taboos change depending on time, and place
Immanent- Where does the God(s) live? God is physically close to us and lives among us
Transcendent- Where does the God(s) live? God is physically distant from us; they do not live among us but somewhere higher than us
Witch- (Classical version) Old, bad, evil/devil
Warlock- (Classical version) Old, bad, evil. Comes from the word ‘waer loga’ meaning oath breaker
Wizard/ magician- (Classical version) Male, old, knowledgeable, good. Magician comes from the word ‘magi’ which means wise man 
Sorcerer/ess- (Classical version) Can be either good or evil, male and female, ‘amoral,’ powers are inherited. Comes from the word ‘sorc’ meaning fate
Time linear- The sense of place and space. Abrahamic faiths follow this concept, starting from a certain point and moving towards something with events along the way
Ie 
Beginning--------------events occur throughout------------------------------------a large event that time has been leading up to 

Abrahamic faith/ People of the Book- Beliefs that only have one single god. Jews, Christians, and Muslims 
Cyclical time- Time as a cycle of events that happen at the same time each year, and always repeats itself 
Ie 
3 Different Structures of Society 
1. Hunter Gatherers- A small scale society that are focused on hunting and gathering to live off. They are usually nomadic or semi-nomadic, in these society everything has the equal right to live and are usually shamen societies 
Nomadic- Moves around a lot
Semi-nomadic- Moves around seasonally
2. Agrarian/ Agricultural- Planting and growing (this includes raising animals.) You cannot move in this society due to your crops, weather strongly effects this society. Food comes in abundance during harvest times. Here is when breeding animals for a purpose begins. Also more specific divine figures come into beliefs, the three main divine figures were used for good weather, good health, and animal fertility. Here you have people beginning to become specialized 
3. Urban- People will hunt but no one depends on it, more expectations are put in place for who you can marry. People begin to get super-specialized, people start to become priests. Societies begin to become very symbolic things like art (no use but to look pretty) are now desired. The concept of money is now based upon how much time and effort was put into the object, no longer about fair trade. 
NOT AN IMPROVEMENT SCALE 
Monotheist-  Only believes in 1 divine figure 
Polytheist- Many divine figures, and accepts that there can be more than one and are open to adding another God(s) into their beliefs
Pantheist- A set or collection of divine figures. All polytheist are pantheist but pantheist are not polytheists 
Atheist- People who do not believe in any divine figures 
Correspondences- Key concept to Western magical thinking. The belief of using something to create the outcome of something you desire to happen ie red means love
High magic(k)- Magic that people get, magic of wizards, you need to study your whole life to be able to use it
Low magic(k)- Magic what anyone can do, knowledge of ethnobotany 
Ethnobotany- The study of the traditional use of plants
The Burning Times
· “Women’s holocaust” 
· Occurred after reformation 
· Great European Witch hunt 
· 15,000 recorded deaths, estimation of 40,000 – 60,000 deaths 
· Mystery Religion 
· Defined as a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth 
· Rituals are sometimes enhanced by fasting, flogging, beholding sacred objects or use of Entheogens (hallucinogens) cause a shift in state of consciousness
· Wise women- targeted for their threat to the catholic church discrepancies… fear of women’s power over reproduction and their bodies etc. Interfering with the will of god for contraception, healing, easing birthing pains
Black death- 20 million 
· Lead to people leaving faith
· Interferes with social mobility 
Scapegoat- Victims who were blamed for every unfortunate event that occurred in the community (ie Jews) 
Misogyny- The hate for feminine characteristics (women were tempters)     
· Women were viewed as defective men and were less rational 
Heresy- was a deadly disease, worse than murder for two reasons: first, it could spread rapidly and second, by challenging the authority of the Catholic church, you jeopardized not just multiple bodies or social cohesion; but you also jeopardized the souls of the many believers
Modern day terrorists- People who invoke fear into the general public ie Donald Trump
Moral panic- society feels under attack  
The Nazi Conspiracy 
Leibenshon- It is the fountain of life; The systematic breeding of pure Aryan children
Rune- The Alphabet in German; German use the letters as there numbers to, example: A=1, B=2, etc. Used for spells and other occult matter 
Blood/ scared blood- concept that somehow Aryan blood was superior in some way to other races
Tibet- the location the Nazis believes that Aryan super race had gone to after the sinking of Atlantis
Blood Flag- the flag which was bathed in the blood of the sacred Nazi martyrs
Thule Society- occult organization which Hitler joined in the 1920’s
Change of Holidays- Christian holidays banished; replaced by things such as mother’s day and Ostara
Night of the Blood knives- when Hitler executed the SA in one night
Richard Wagner- world-famous orchestral and operatic composer who greatly inspired Hitler with nationalist tales of great mythic heroes
Heinrich Himmler- viewed himself as the reincarnation of a 13th century hero king
Pendulum Dowsing- using a pendulum on a map to know the next moves of your enemy
Black Propaganda- made up prophecies to threaten the enemies (Germans used this, and then the British used it)
Sacred Nazi Martyrs- 16 of Hitler’s men were killed and are known as the sacred Nazi martyrs
Helena Petrouna Blavatsky- Her theories were taken from India 
She was married to a Russian guy
She is of Russian nobility and god married to a Russian duke, left her husband to join the circus
Remarried a retired US civil war cornel – James O’Lcott
Hoot khoomis: An Indian spirit talking to Helena
She came up with the “Theosophy” a cross of Christian and Hindu philosophy, which is still used until now 
She dictated her two massive books (over 2000 pages) to Hook Tomi-The Secret Divine and Isis She believes that all humans are created/ originally from Atlantis (which Hitler believes)
Aryan- The master race (German) 
Kabballah- Premier hand of mysticism – Medieval Jewish philosophy
· It is a whole collection of books
Zohar- Premier of many books. The book of ‘wisdom’
· It didn’t get translated in English until the 1800’s
· It is an esoteric system (occult/mysticism knowledge)
· It is based on: What god was thinking when he put the world together?
· What was ‘the key of the universe’ that god had? If we knew this, we could be God.
· God was the divine scientist/what knowledge did he possess?
3 Pre-requisites to teach the Kabballah
1. Be male
2. Be married
3. Be over 40 years old
· Knowledge would be too overwhelming if you were young
· Married so if you die, your children will carry your lineage. Also, your wife did most of the heavy lifting (feeding, cooking, etc) while you focus on the Kabballah

Adam comes from ‘adamas’ which means ‘from dirt’
Alchemy- Study by men in an esoteric organization – what knowledge did god have?
Occult science- What does God know that allows him to morph one thing into another? (dead to alive)-The secret to eternal life
Gem atria/ Numerology- It is the study of numbers and turning them into meaning
· It is also an occult science
· Every word has a numeric value => numerology
· For example, A may equal 1
· It is suppose to look complicated that’s how priests and fortune tellers make money
· The Da Vinci Code is an example of gem atria that is used to hide meaning/object only reserved to those with this specific occult knowledge
H.O.G.D- Hermetic Order of the ‘Golden Dawn’
Mystic history- One day this book was found and Crowley and his buddy Mathers tried solving the codes in the book. One page feels out of the book and it was a letter of congratulations stating that they are part of the organization.
It is an upper class organization: doctors, lawyers, etc
Crowley was into sex magic -> way to change the world
He gets kicked out because he becomes too cocky, and he meets another organization called O.T.D
O. T. D- Order of the Temple of the Orient
Order Templi Orientis
Crowley joins this and gets promoted fast
As a revenge, he publicized all the knowledge he learned from the Golden Dawn
They tried to sue him but since it is a secret society, no real names were shared. Therefore, Crowley won.
Crowley’s wife invented the O.T.D bible referred to as ‘Book of Thelema’ during a trance
AFTER MIDTERM NOTES BEGIN HERE
Goddess worship/ feminist witchcraft
· 1960s and onward 
· A choice to make a new religion that had more powerful female figures 
· WW2 was the first time women were taken out of the traditional/ stereotypical ‘women work’ (housework, childbearing, etc) When men returned from the war, women did not want to give their jobs back because they liked the independence it gave them
· At this time was also a time of social upheaval, social change, and political change 
It was the rise of LGBTQ movements, women’s rights, and civil right movements 
Key people in goddess worship 
Marija Gimbutas- An Eastern European archeologist/ scholar 
· Studied prehistoric European pottery, goblets, etc and noticed similar repeating patterns on them
· She also discovered the lack of gods present at this time and the high number of female figures (they did not find any statues of men only stone/ clay penises) 
· She wrote two books on the symbols she found and theories of goddess societies 
Mary Daly- A Roman Catholic scholar that works at Boston University in women’s rights 
· Writes about Christianity having nothing for women and how we need a women religion
· Writes ‘Beyond God the Father’ and ‘Church and the Second Sex’ 
· She uses ‘she/ her’ to refer to god
· She wants people to think about the origins of words and what they mean
Z Budapest- Opened a woman’s bookstore and occult shop early/ mid 1970s
· Part of her worldview was that you can see someone’s future (it was illegal to tell fortunes at this time) 
· Created a feminist witch coven with a group of lesbians to start a women’s religion and to create a mythology 
· The mythology was that the sweat of the goddess created all things on the planet which they named after Goddess Diana and called the religion Dianic worship 
· You do not have to be LGBTQ to join but only female are allowed to believe 
Diana/ Dianic- Not being controlled by men
Morgan McFarland & Mark Roberts- Both were active in women’s rights movements and communal rights movements
· Together they designed a new religion 
· Their form of goddess worship had both gods and goddess but a goddess was higher than a god
· They also named it Dianic worship 
· Popular in US South 
· Known as McFarland Dianics
WITCH and WICCA are both political movements in 1960s to 1970s in the US. Wants to move on from monotheism and men dominated groups. Tries to reclaim harmful words so they empower and not discriminate 
W.I.T.C.H.- Women International Terrorist Conspiracy (from) Hell (1950s)
· Full power to women to pick what they want to do 
· Not about religion but about removing white male power
· Marched with broom sticks and green faces during protests to scare/ shock people
· Not violent just wanted equality
· This political background caused goddess worship and religions 
W.I.C.C.A.- Women in Constant Creative Action
· Political and social movement for equal rights
· Not religious  
Starhawk- Is the gap between feminist goddess worship and religious witch identity 
· From LA and left monotheism (Judaism) 
· Begins her cosmology as a neo pagen. She believed gods should not have a face and that men and women should be equally represented 
· Works with both men and women looking for different ways to reflect both men and women in it
Modern pagens- Dualistic 
· Neopagens can be monotheists and pantheists 
· Starhawk gets into neopagenism with Z Budapest and comes up with the idea of ‘reclaiming collective’
· She was an equalist, polytheist, and social activist   
· She wants you to be involved actively in social movements
· “You can pray all day but it won’t change anything”
· Wrote ‘Spiral Dance’
Neopagen (religionist)- 
Neo- New/ reborn
Pagen- Latin original word pagonus 
	Someone who grew up in a rural community, one who is very out of touch and land based
· Not scary
· Umbrella term for many beliefs with a common trait (wicca, druid, heathen)
· All practising pre-Christian religion from a given location, by doing this you are also being political by going back to your former roots
· A part of reclaiming ethnic cultural identity 
Wicca- Largest and best known

3 Structured ways of viewing religion
1. Church- a large religious structures 
Sects of religion or tradition, in small religious movements it is called a cult. Which is a subset of a larger religion. Cannot use ‘cult’ to describe pagens because they do not have a larger group 
2. Druid- Has multiple different traditions including priesthood before romans 
· Boudicca- A Celtic queen 
· You move up based on how well you can recite and memorize the origin stories 
· Since the romans invading a lot of the origins stories have been lost 
· Sacred stone circles and environmental/ seasonal awareness 
· Archeological is used to help to find information about druids 
· Druid= priest of the British Isles
3. Heathens- One who leaves on the heath (meadow) 
· Label given to people who practice Astray, they do not identify as pagen 
· Polytheists or pantheists
· Mainly uses Scandinavian gods
· In the 12th century, Christianity moved into the area. As this happened they view Jesus as another god
· Used Runes
· Binding runes- A blessing or a curse depending on the symbol sequence 
Astray- A religious system 
	*Iceland is the only country that recognizes this religion 
Asatrur vs Odin 
Odinists= white supremacist  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Asatrurs are not odinists 
Wicca(n)- Polytheists or pantheists
· Built on the structure of paganism 
· Not part of the elite druids 
· Average day practise in the Celtic world
· Manipulation of magick
· Magick for positive purposes
Dr. Gerald Gardner- The “Grandfather” of wicca faith 
· As a child he was homeschooled and interested in the occult 
· Ran the museum of occult and witchcraft 
· University of Singapore gave him a PhD for research on the Museum Krest 
· In the 1940s he claimed that he met a coven of witches in the New Forest in England (25 000 years old) while at a nudist group 
· The coven believed their religion was created before Christ and it was going to die out
· Gardner ran 2-3 covens in England and he trained priests 
· Wrote 2 books on wicca and paganism The Witchcraft Law and The Goddess Arrived 
· Died on a ship in mid 1960s 
Gardnerians- People who follow Gardner’s works
Alex Sanders- People who follow Sanders’ works are called Alexandrians
· Ran an occult shop
· Worshipped naked (so you could not see economic differences) 
· Three Levels/ Degrees *you cannot take back a degree
· Answers how he became a witch
Came from a long line of witches, lived with grandmother and found her naked with a knife in the kitchen. His grandmother cut under his penis and claimed he was a witch now
· Gardner trained him to the 1st degrees and he felt he wasn’t trained fast enough and left 
· Priests had the last say and all choices are made by them
· Heteronormative society, not okay with LGBTQ
· Most wiccan societies are linear- 13 gatherings a year
· Not about politics or environments only religious 
· Hierarchal
Doreen Valinte- “Grandmother” of wicca
· Was one of Gardner’s high priestess 
· Told Gardner to stop using Crowley’s work 
· Wrote very good poetry 
· No matter what kind of paganism you believe in, it was mostly likely written by Valinte 
· Gave John Valinte a list of 30 people to know where her ashes are spread 
Eclectic- Reads wicca, and comes up with a different religion/ spirituality (Self defined)
Charles Arnold- Wiccan/ high priest/ sort of Gardnerian
· Worked at a college wanted 2 days for religious holidays 
· When denied he took it to the attention of the human rights board and won
· Wicca wasn’t recognized as a religion 
· In the US to be a religion it has to be a group of people, in Canada to be a religion you must be excluded in some way
· British Columbia was the first province to allow rites of passage
Canada will accept wiccan as a religion but not Satanism 
Semiotics- The study of signs and symbols
Signs- Has cultural or socially agreed single meanings
· Not universal 
· Univocal
· Logos meaning
Symbol- Multivocal, more than one level of meaning
· Changes over time
· Not universal 
White- innocent, pure, virginal 
Red- Mars/ Ares- God of war/ passion of war// blood (love)
	*Not the same meaning in China where red means luck
Sympatric magick- Sent slaves down to open the wine and drops amethyst and granite into the barrels so people wouldn’t get sick from drinking 
Wiccan Candle Spell- For luck or weath
· Whatever you wish for comes back 3x harder to yourself 
1. Pick a colour based on a specific situation
2. Choose and personalize 
· Add name, birthdate, zodiac sign
3. Pick your intention/ draw it on to the candle 
4. Dress the candle in oils 
5. Say something to the candle 
If you want to increase something you wait closer until midnight 
If you want to decrease something you do it earlier 
6. Light it and let it fully melt 
Modern Satanism 
Neo-Satanism (Three categories) 
1. Solitary- Practices alone and not a part of a group 
* If you steal a Satanism book it makes it more powerful
Mainly male and wants to gain fulfillment
2. Outlaw ‘Cult’- Small groups, mainly male
About higher wish fulfillment 
One leader with many followers 
Imbalance of power 
Usually falls apart 
3. Neo-Satanic Church
Men and women are involved
Long lasting/ smart people
COS (Church of Satan)
· 1966
· Founded by Anto Szandor Lavey
· Known as a philosophy of life
· Only believes in humans
· Alice Cooper was a part of this 
· Views Satan as a metaphor for getting what you want and not following crowds 
· Right hand paths- Based on being moderate, and controlling  
TOS (Temple of Sect)
· 1971
· Left hand paths- Based on indulgence 
· Founder of TOS (Michael Aquino) was first apart of COS
· Viewed Satan as real and powerful
· Sect= dark god of ancient Egypt 
· Xeper= Ancient Egyptian word meaning “to be god like”
· Pylon- Another word used in place of coven
· Polytheists
Werewolf Order- Founded by a Zeena Schreck from TOS (but not apart of TOS)
· Neo-Satanist 
· You can only believe in one path
· Not inclusive 
· Learns how to change others sees/views you 
· Doesn’t worry about anyone other than yourself
· Werewolves- Symbols of transformations 
· Liken- Humans by day, werewolves by night
· Tries to control nature, sees nature as dangerous 
Altered States of Conscious (ASC)
OBE- Out of Body Experiences 

· Consciousness
· Sleeping/ sleep walking is NOT ASC
· Daydreaming is an example of ASC 
· “highway hypnosis”
· Memzer a medical doctor who studied a new medical technique
· Used animal magnetism to move blood in body and to reduce pain
· Noticed people using animal magnetism became very relaxed 
· De Puyegeur notices when mesmerized the person is very relaxed, and calm, and is in another state other than asleep or awake
· Braid a Scottish doctor called this hypnotizing 
· Cannot force hypnosis patients to do abnormal things 
· Can block pain
· EHE- Extraordinary Human Experiences
Modaliles- Modes of understanding the world 
Modes of understanding ASC
· Shift and phase- a theory of normal states of consciousness. All humans while conscious go through phase without thinking about it 
· Shift- The things we do to get from phase to phase
· Phase- Things we are doing right now (typing, sitting, etc) 
Trance States- Conscious, will remember unless instructed otherwise 
Near Death Experiences (NDE)- Not the same as having a ‘past life’ 
· Objective sciences has theories that the brain is lacking oxygen, or cells decaying
· Not everyone will experience this 
Possession- Stealing a soul
· Viewed as real and not always bad
· Some other consciousness is taking over your body 
· 2 Categories of Possession
· 1. Willing- Some places people are trained to get possessed and it is a good thing
· There are 3 categories of willing possession
1. Incarnate- Latin meaning ‘something with meat’ 
This is what mediums use to communicate 
Gives messages
Ie Jesus 
2.  Discarnate- Usually unwilling
Creates a being and takes on a form/ manifest 
Incubus (male) Succubus (female)
Never had a physical form
3. Force of Nature- Possession of nature
A form of discarnate
No logical or linear thought
Popular in Asia and Africa
Person seems to be insane 
· 2. Unwilling- People who do not want to be possessed 
· No memory of anything afterwards
· Eyes roll back
Glossolalia- Speaking in tongues/ holy angel or spirit is talking through you/ A blessing
Voudon- A willing religion about possession, where members are trained to be able to get possessed
· You get possessed by people who want to give a message
· Devine figure is Lua/ Loa 
Zombies are apart of Voudon religions. Wade Davids went to Africa as an ethno-botanist to study the cause of becoming a ‘zombie’. Zombie powder is made from a fish on the coast and made into a powder. Once made the powder was sprinkled outside the home and once stepped on it caused the person to stop innate functions 
Spiritualism- Channeling/ communicating with spirits 
Table wrapping- While holding hands around the table, you ask ghost questions and wait to hear knocks from them
Spirit practices- Practises going out of the body to gain information from spirits
Bright of Benin- The area around Benin where most slaves come from
Middle passage- Islands (Hispaniola) that were used to get from Africa to Europe
· Hispanola= Haiti and Dominican Republic 
· This caused many syncretic religions 
· Syncretic- Mix of religions that create one new one
· Cuba= Sanertia- worships Orisha 
Snowboy- Born 1968
· Was a Cree police chief, shamen, healer, and recognized elder 
· His mother had a dream while he was in the womb that he was going to have a special gift of passing on wisdoms, history etc
· Raised/ taught by mother’s parents
· His grandmother claimed he was “born with the people”
· Lived in James Bay (very isolated) 
· As a child he predicted that in 10 yrs the climate will change 
· We are Earth-based people
· We were born a higher level of being 
· We evolved backwards
· In 1880 his family was chased from the US into Canada. They were the medicine people/ healers and believed what ever they did in their life would be passed on to the next generation 
· His great grandparents knew he would be born with great gifts 
· His first conscious thought was about culture and that everything is a lie 
· His parents came out of residential schools, and called his parents by their first names
· His father was an alcoholic, and did not believe in the spirits 
· 1970s Hydro projects and other infrastructure was coming to James Bay 
· He has numerical dyslexia
· The church would isolate everyone in the community that claimed to have ‘gifts’ and make everyone scared of them
· He has been targeted at school due to his gifts 
· “Peace” is spiritual connection/ comfort 
· Charcoal used for toothpaste/ wood used for toothpick 
· 1990s came to Ottawa/ tasted pizza and KD for the first time 
· While staying at his mother’s brother house he was the first time he saw someone intoxicated 
· His mother worked as a nurse for the residential schools 
· He said the residential schools look like a concentration camp
· Whapmag stw?????
· 1991 comes home and the young people ask him about spirits and culture
· As working as, a cop he was confronted by a man that asked him to preform a ceremony and he agreed 
· 21yrs old he preformed his first ceremony 
· He is just a channel for spirts and energies 
· He passes on traditions to his kids (has 5)
· You can learn to have power 
· Treats everyone from cancer and mental illness
· Its not religion that will take you home it is what is in your heart 
· Non aboriginal healers are called psychics
· Feasts to honour ancestors 
· Teaches people how to die  
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